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Mosquito( [ meski:tou]n. t27) Town
(BF3,)

Chapter 1

It was six o’clock, and the sun was appearing ( appear
[oprolu. 51, £8®) ¥ in the east. All the mosquitoes were
leaving Bamboko. @ They were flying to @ their home in
Mosquito Town.

Mosquito Town was half a mile away from Bamboko
and it was beside a lake. It was a beautiful place, and the
mosquitoes loved it. They loved the wet grass. They loved
the dark corners(comer[ 'ko:na]n. f57%) among the trees. ¢ They
loved it because it was quiet. The only sound was their own
song.

One old mosquito was already at home. She had a thin
(adj. 55 #) body and very long feelers (feeler[ fizlo]n. fitff . fit
). Her name was Zambra(['zeembra] 28 FH £ F).

Zambra was sitting in front of © her house and waiting

(@ A rainbow( n. # 41 ) appeared in the sky after the rain.

@ HEHAIEEE

@ fly to... Bf--eee 7718 €2 (flew,flown) (1) Next week the manager( n.
£3) will fly to America. (2) The plane flew northward (adv. 4t ) to the
Changjiang River Valley. 542 KHLELSH TR K2,

@ The piano is in the comer of the room .

® in front of ... ZE-+--- B HI M Our teachers often stand in front of the
blackboard to give us class. / in the front of ... FE[E—#)FHTE The driver is

sitting in the front of the bus.



Jor her children. She washed her feelers while she was
waiting. “They will soon be here,” she said to herself.
“Then I can go to sleep. " ©

She had two hundred children, and they all lived with
her. Her husband was dead, so she had to look after them
by herself. ® It was hard work.

Zambra’s house was the best house in Mosquito Town.
It was big enough for all her family. ® Her friends lived in
small holes under the trees, but Zambra lived in a snake’s
hole. The snake lived there, too, he did not trouble (w. $T#)
them.

Zambra always reached home before her daughters.
They had to find ® their food in Bamboko, and they flew
there every night. She was old and she did not want to go far
for her food. She had her own supply([sa'plai]n. 57, #4).
One old man did not live in Bamboko. He lived alone(adyv. 2
i) beside the lake. His blood was thin(ad;. %) , but it
was good enough for Zambra. She went to the old man every
night and had a good drink of blood from him. Then she
came home early.

Some young mosquitoes arrived now and sat down

(@ go to sleep ABE / go to bed F{$E Yesterday evening I went to bed at
10: 00 but I went to sleep at half past ten.

@ by herself §Elft H 2 / by oneself 78 H My, B4 (1)1 can carry the
heavy box by myself. (2)They can finish the work before supper by themselves.

@ BFRK REUEAT 2R,

@ have(has) to do ... R{BEATF - (325 had to do ...) The Wangs'
( EZHY) house was on fire( ¥ :X) and they had to put up a tent( $&—/~ik
%) to live in for the time being( IIEHT).

e



beside her. She counted ( count[ kaunt]w. ¥, %) them. She
always counted her children in the morning and listened to
their news. This morning she sat quietly and did not talk.
They looked tired. ©“ What is the news today, children?”
Zambra asked, “You're looking very thin.”

“The news is bad, Mother,” they all cried. “ We
couldn’t get any food. ”

“If you all talk at the same time, 1 shan’t( = shall not)
be able to hear you properly ([ 'propah]adv. W, 4 ). ¢
Now, Mitsi (/xFa45),” she pointed a feeler at one ,”
“you're the oldest. Tell me quickly. What happened?”

Mitsi was not a pretty child. She had only five legs.
The sixth one came off ® in a fight when she was quite
small. She was always ready ([ ‘redi]ad. #5147 T1) to fight
for @ her food.

“We told you yesterday, Mother,” she answered.

“We've told you many times, but you never listen. Strange

@ ... looked tired ... HFRFERE / look +adj. (F41) GHERFE
The lady over there looks very young.

@ WNSRARATHR R B — & U, AR A B LTI R AR T 4

@ MA—RAAIEE— REF / point +n. at ... fB-WHECFER])
------ Don't point your fingers(n. F4§ ) at others and it is not polite( adj. 5 $L5i
#) to do that.

@ come off iiti%,4r 5, #F The button(n. 440) has just come off my
coat. XALAMBIAFRAYZPAC 4T3k,

® be ready to do ... FEBIHER T The girl is kind enough and she is
always ready to help others. / to fight for ... Fj----- 3k (1) The people in
that country are fighting for freedom(n. B ). (2) Two dogs fight for a bone
(n.&3k), and a third runs away with it, -+ H—BimiEakmm T, (&4
ERAR S, M HARA) .



things are happening in Bamboko.” Mitsi was tired and
hungry, but she tried hard to be patient ([ 'peifont] adj. fit
). ©

“Strange things? I don’t understand you,? Mitsi. What
happened last night?”

“We couldn’t get near the people. It becomes harder
every day.”

“That's your fault ([ fo:it] n. 3t 4, 5 %), Zambra
answered angrily (adv. £ #). She still did not understand
their trouble. “It isn’t easy, but you have to be patient and
wait for your chance ([tfa:ns]n. #14, #1i#8). You haven't
learnt their tricks(rick[ trik1n. 577,455, 11%) properly. 1 fry
to teach you, but you don’t listen. ”

“It’'s not our fault...” Mitsi began. Mother’s tricks

were old. They needed new ones( =new ticks) , clever ones.

At that moment , Buzu( /iy 4 ) arrived with thirty
or forty sisters. They too were tired and hungry. Some of

D be patient with sb. ¥ ¥ AF LA (FEZZM) In our daily(ad). HH
f)) life we should be more patient with others. / be patient of sth. ... X{H4)
£ it L BEZ 3289 ) Are you patient of hardships? {fAEZ 3% T 7

2 KA AR iRAiE.

“ 4.



them looked ill.

“Did you find any food?” Zambra asked them in a
worried voice. ©

“No, Mother,” Buzu replied. She was a pretty
mosquito and she was Zambra’s favorite child. Some were
fat and some were thin, but Buzu’s body was the right
shape®(n. %%, % &) and she had beautiful legs. She was
clever, too, but this morning she was in trouble. ® Zambra
was counting again.

“I'm sorry, Mother,” Buzu continued( continue [ kan'tinju:]
vi. gk423%) “ Twelve haven’t come back. | think they are
dead. ”

“Dead!” Zambra was really worried now. “It’s your
fault, Buzu. You're the leader(n. &3k, 4 5\ty). You didn’t
look after them properly. Leaders must take care of * the
young ones. Now come inside and sit down, children. I
want to talk to you.”

They sat round her in a circle. © Some listened. Some
soon went to sleep because they were tired. Buzu washed

her back legs while she was listening.

(@ in a worried voice F—F{LEH 05 [aliE

@ the right shape IERXF&E A 45

@ be in trouble & ¥ M, B A FEHE When your friends are in trouble, you
should help them.

@ take care of ... BRJE(Z&{P) -+ = look after ... The boy is old enough
and he can take care of himself.

@ sit round( around) ... in a circle A — B EE - stand (sit) in a
circle [E| 3 —@ 1535 (4% ) The children in the park are standing in a circle,
dancing and laughing happily.



“Why can’t you find food?” Zambra continued. “TI've
told you before (adv. %%, 1157) and T'll tell you again. You
must work for it. © You must work hard. It’s different for
your brothers. They don’t drink blood. They can get their
plant — juices(juice[ d3u:s]n. KB gz mesitn) @ without any
trouble. ”

*Why can’t we drink plant — juices too?” a very young
mosquito asked. “Why must we drink blood?”

“It’s for your eggs(n. §9), my dear. Your eggs need
blood. You want to have your own children, don’t you?
Now, listen carefully and remember my words,?® please.
Find a person when he is asleep. Look for a soft(adj. #x19)
part of his body and sit on it carefully. Don’t sit on his face.
If you do so, he’ll wake up and kill you. I've told you this

often, but you ...

“Mother,” Buzu cried. “We know all this. We can’t
reach their bodies at night. It’s not our fault. Have you
never seen a mosquito — net(n. gik)?”

“Yes , Buzu. I have. They’re dangerous things, but
only a few people use them. They're not cheap([tfi:p]lad. (&
f#), you know.”

“All the people use them now, Mother. I saw some
cheap ones in a shop ten days ago. ”

“You surprise me,” Zambra said. Then she had an

O KT ROHMLI R ZH S,
@ plant - juices )7
3 remember my words g E A IE

+ 6 -



idea. ©“Get into the net when the person gets in. That’s
quite easy. ”

“It’s easy, but it's dangerous, Mother. If you can’t get
out again, they’ll catch (. #14k,#4%) you and kill you. They
will1”@

“Don’t shout, dear. The snake is asleep and we
mustn’t wake him.” Zambra was not afraid of the snake
but she did not want fo give him trouble. “If it’s dangerous
in the nets,” she continued, “you will have to feed(vi. vz #
#i,fi4) early in the evening. Bite(w. % ,0T) the people when
they are not in their nets. Bite them while they sit in their

chairs in the house. ”

“That’s a different trouble,” said Buzu. “We can’t
feed in their house. Some strange men have come to
Bamboko. They're visiting all the houses and spraying( spray
[ spret]ot. WE, i]----w5i#) the rooms. If you touch([ tatf]oe. s,

@ have(has) anidea HT FET
@ TSR EIRIFFIEIM,



%)) the spray(n. m%28), you will die. If you breathe([bri:a]
w. W) 1t, you will die. It killed my twelve sisters last
night. No , we can’t go into the house. It isn’t safe. ”
Zambra was feeling tired now.® She was old and she
could not understand these new tricks of the Bamboko
people. What is ‘spray’ ? How do people ‘spray’ a room?
Poor Zambra did not know. It was a new word for her. She
shut her eyes and tried to think. In a few moments (moment

['maumant]n. ﬂ}'ﬁj,—uﬁﬂﬁj{_;&)(z she was asleep.
Chapter 2

Zambra was dreaming( dream vi. {§%). @ In her dream she
was leading (1cad v 5%, % %) her children to the farms®
round Bamboko. It was the middle of the day(#14) and it
was hot.

The people were all asleep under the trees on their
farms. Zambra’s family sat down on them, but they were so
sleepy (adj. F{%ity) that they did not wake. Zambra watched
happily while the young mosquitoes filled their hungry little
bodies with® warm blood.

1 ... feeling tired ... 3|57 R feel + adj. (FEAF ) BB (IER) -
(1) After a week’s study, all of us feel tired. (2) The boy didn't feel well this
moming,

@ in a few moments JL4M 5 . A—2 L

@ dream vi. (% (11 %=, dreamed = dreamt[ dremt])

@& Zambra JEMLAY T B R F 2%,

& hll ... with ... fi---- b i RETEES 4 1 Please fill the glass with water for

me, will you?

o .



“Mother,” they called, “come and drink!”

Zambra opened her eyes. She was not dreaming now.
She was in her own home and Mitsi was calling her.
“Mother! Wake up!”

She was properly awake([s'weik]adj. ®% %) now. ¥

“What is it, Mitsi?” _

“Look at these children. They arrived while you were
sleeping. They are all very sick. " @

Zambra looked at them. Their little faces were white
and sad. They could not breathe properly.

“Mother,” one cried, “half(adi. —¥5)® my sisters are
dead. They will never come home again. I think that [ am
dying too!”

“What happened?” Zambra asked, while Buzu was
looking for some medicine(['medsin]n. 25).

“Last night we found some girls. They were putting
something on their legs. It smelled very strong® (adj. s gy
Fi4kny) so we couldn’t sit down on them. Then we were tired
and rested on the wall. We sat down carefully, but there
was poison ([ 'porzen]n. #75,%) on the wall. My sister fell
onto the ground and died. And I ..." The little mosquito
Sell down. She tried to get up but she could not. Zambra

put some medicine in her mouth, but the poison was very

O XATITEERT .

@ WA RREE.

@ half adj. —#) ( 27 A8 IR, A G AFE 4 A1AT ) half an hour half
the books/half the students/half a bottle of wine 2£JHiiH

@ smelled very strong BRiEM &R T, smell +adj. ( FE,-Q-LEJ} [ 5 RR
The dumplings smell very delicious.



strong. After a few minutes she died.

Zambra was afraid now. How could she save her
family? Why were the Bamboko people killing them? They
only asked for a little blood every night. They were not
dangerous like snakes. Why did people kill them? Why?

Zambra called all her daughters together. “Come here,
I want to count you.” She counted twice. Forty — six were
not there. She had to think and act quickly. What could
she do?

“ Listen, children. I'm making plans, but first we must
find out the reason (| rizn]n. ¥k ,Ji@) for all this trouble. ©
How can we do that? I'll tell you. First you must rest. Then
you can go back to Bamboko and listen to the people. You
usually go by night(##a), so they will not notice(w. %)
you by day. Go carefully if you keep quiet, they won't see
you. Listen while they’re talking, and you’ll learn their
secrels( secret[ 'sitkrit]n. #%). ~ She pointed her feelers at the
three leaders, Mitsi and Buzu and Soro (/& 78 & F).
“Mitsi, take one group to the hospital . Buzu , take the
second group to the old school. Soro take the third group
to the market(x. %). What are people saying about us??
Why have mosquito — nets become cheap? Who is using this
spray? If you can find out, U'll be able to make plans.”

She stopped and looked round her, “The very young

1R ERARE, find out ... A ERE - The police have
found out the reason for the accident (n. BF&Y).

@ MTIERIEKTEH 47

- 10 -



ones must stay with me,” she added. ¥ “ This job is
dangerous. If there’s trouble, the young ones won't be able
to fly quickly enough.”

Buzu and Mitsi were already calling the names of their
groups. Soro did not need to call. @ She walked quietly to a
corner, and all her group ran to her. She was the tallest
mosquito in all mosquito Town, so they could not miss
her. ® She never talked. She listened and watched. Her
head was full of deep thoughts,® but she never told her
secrets.

The children were all excited([1k'sartid]adj. 34458, 2
) “We've never gone to Bamboko by day,” they said.
“Can we go now? We're ready. ”

“No,” Zambra said. “You must be patient and rest for
an hour. ”

At last she let them go, but she was worried about

@ add vt. NiE(FRIELE) oo At the meeting ( FF£Hf) the manager ( n.
223 ) first criticized ( criticize [ 'kritisalz] vt. #it1F) those who were late for
work and then he added that nobody would be allowed( allow vt. 721 ) to be late
again.

@ Soro BH LW,

@ ... so they could not miss her. FTLI{TARSE AR, miss v, Aedi
R L ER, e, RA L, %1818 L E %) A
i —EBIEEE AR A #i%E. (1)1 threw the ball to him but he missed it.
(2) My house is on the right side at the end of (FE------ 23k ) the road, so
you can’t miss it, +ee HAREERILA .

@ ...be full of deep thoughts 73§ T I BB [E/be full of... FLil - The
boy’s schoolbag is full of books. (full of... 1% iEFTE be Z JG7EH)F B HFEIF)
The building full of books is our library. (full of ... FfE£& 182 G1EE B EiE)
Yesterday evening, 1 went home in the dark, full of fear( FEFE M ). (full of
- JEAIASETE FRAEIIETE 2018 went home, {EFEBEIRIE)
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