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Cooperative Game and Harmonious Governance: Research on
Chinese Cooperative-Harmonious Democracy

Zongchao Peng, Ben Ma, Taoxiong Liu

Abstract

The debate on Chinese political development in the future is no longer
about whether to have democracy, but what kind of democracy can balance
between deepening democracy and incurring unnecessary social conflicts so
as to advance the harmony of social governance. This book proposes a hew
concept of the “Cooperative-Harmonious Democracy” which draws on
Chinese traditional culture of “HeHe” (cooperation-harmony) and “Minben”
(people-first idea) thought as well as modern cooperative game theory.
The Cooperative-Harmonious Democracy model aims to not only go beyond
western liberal democracy which unduly stresses the individual rights, but
also innovate traditional socialism democracy which excessively
emphasizes the role of centered political power and authority. This book
strategically reflects on how to promote the development of Chinese
Cooperative-Harmonious Democracy from the perspective of the high-level
design based on a critical review of theoretical foundations and practical
development of democratic models as well as in-depth historical and

contemporary case studies.

Keywords: Cooperative Game, Harmonious Governance, Cooperative-

Harmonious Democracy
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