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Self-management Skills
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claim [kleim ] n./vt. #F4R

extraordinary [ 1k'strodnri ] adj. 3E R F% &

fateful [ 'fertful] adj. 489 ; %k T M
invent [n'vent | vt. X A

means [minz| n. F X ,FK&
millionaire [ milie'neo(r) | n. 8 F & H
rapidly [ 'reepidli | adv. ifig i

seek [sikk] vt. F3&

subject [ 'sabdzikt | n. #+ 8 ; £

among other things 3 % —
common knowledge # i

deprive sb. of #| 4 X A (AA])
for all X%

just the opposite 51548 5
nothing more than 2 Rit 2 ,434X
suicide rate § % %

count [ kavnt | vi. =AEH , T &

define [di'fain] vt. FZ L, FZE
hastily [ 'herstili] adv. % =3

judge [d3adz] n./vt. &B;FIB
mark [mak] vt./n. #4947 E
profitable [ 'profitebl | adj. # #) 7 B #
reliable [ ri'laobl ] adj. T #
standard [ 'steendad ] n. A7/
subjective [ sob'dzektiv] adj. E YL

anything but & K R 2

depend on & %

expect sb, to do HIZ X AMEF
in terror 4t F &L ¥

lay down 4|47 ; %) &

second to none 4 J& — 3%

under pressure &/ F
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Pre-reading Questions

1. Do you hate exams? Why?
2. What influences have exams exerted on your personal life?
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Text Exam — The Poison of Education?

Active Reading BIBBY %

As an active reader, you should maintain a constant interaction with the text in the course

of reading. Please read the text with special attention to the guiding questions in the margin.
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A R AR PO R U MO L PR 8 i

What's so We might marvel at (Ix"0) the progress made in every | What do
unusul field of study. but the method of testing a person’s | cxams
about knowledge and ability remains as primitive (/& 45 49) as | actually
CNAMS ever. It is extraordinary that after all these years, | test?
cducators have still failed to invent anything more efficient
and reliable than exams. For all the claim that exams test |
what you know, it is common knowledge that they more
often do just the opposite. They may be a good means of
testing memory, or the skill of working rapidly under
pressure, but they can tell you nothing about a person’s truc
ability.

As anxiety-makers, exams are second to none. This is | Why do
because so much depends on them. They are the mark of | cxams make
success or failure in our society. Your whole future may be | pcople so
decided in one fateful day. It doesn’t matter that you | anxious?
weren’t feeling very well, or that your mother died. Little
things like that don’t count: the exam goes on. No one can
do his best when he is in terror. or after a sleepless night,
What micht | yet this is just what the exam system expects him to do. The
be the cause | moment a child begins school, he enters a world of
competition where success and failure are clearly defined

1creasing and measured. Can we wonder at the increasing number of
suicide drop-outs (% % # ) young people who are regarded as
rat failures even before they have started a career? Can we be
surprised at the suicide rate among students?

A good education should, among other things, train | What
you to think for yourself. The exam system does anything | harmful




What does
the pronoun
“they”
refers to?

but that. What has to be learnt is laid down by a syllabus
(X #M), so the students are encouraged to memorize.
Exams don’t encourage a student to rcad widely but restrict
his reading. Exams don’t enable a student to seek more
knowledge, but encourage cramming (% &7 & #h). They
lower the standards of teaching, for they deprive the
teacher of all freedoms. Teachers themselves are judged by
exam results and instead of tcaching their subjects, they
have to train their students in exam techniques. The most
successful students are not always the best educated; they
are the best trained in the technique of working under
pressure.

The results on which so much depends are often
nothing more than a subjective assessment by an ¢xaminer.
Examiners are only human. They get tired and hungry;
they make mistakes. Yet they have to mark stacks of (&3
#9) hastily written words in a limited amount of time. They
work under the same sort of pressure as the students. After
a judge’s decision you have the right of appeal (¥ 5 4%),
but not after an examiner’s. There must surely be many
simpler and more effective ways of assessing a person’s true
abilities. But where are they?

Is it cynical (B{# %15 #9) to suggest that exams are
merely a profitable business that makes money for some
people? How do we explain the message recently spread in
the media: “ 1 was a teenage drop-out and now I am a
teenage millionaire”?

(512 words)

clfects of

CXdms are

listed here?

What tactor
makes test
results not
SO accurate

(AL #H )

How do you
interpret
the Tast

sentence?
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Read the example sentences and learn the meaning and the usage of the words or phrases in the

green print

Language Points

Notes by the Learner

1. method 'means, approach

% The mcthod of testing a person’s foreign
language ability needs to be improved.

% To attract consumers’ attention. we must
develop a new approach to advertising.

% The quickest mcans of travel is by planc.

* “May I borrow your dictionary?” * 3\ all
mcans.”

* We express our thoughts by mcuns ol

method n. ( )
means n. ( s )
[ +1to] ( . )
language teaching G&EF #

approach n.

PR
by no/all means (HA/45K)
by means of ( )

communication (ZZPrFE)

failed to pass the exam.
* He arrived at the office on time despite/in

spite of his illness.

words. improve (OB )
2. reliable rely depend on dependent
independent count rely/depend/count on ( )
* Your future may depend/rely on the results | reliable adj. ( )
of this important test. dependent adj. [ +on] ( )
* “Can you come to my party at the independent adj. [ +of ] ( )
weekend?” “1t all depends.” It/ That all depends. ( )
x He is the most rcliable person to do a woman of means( [ & H &
this job. )
% You can always count on me for support. win economic independence
% Japan is heavily dependent on the imports G fs )
of natural resources.
* Though she is only 18, she is financially
independent of her family.
3. for all despite in spite of
* For all/In spitc ol /Despite her efforts. she | for all = in spite of = despite ( )

The demand for the apartments in Shanghai
is still high.
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