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THE PASSING OF A SHADOW-_"'
BY ALAN J. THOMPSON

Edgar Delastane’ had come home tq éeq

The flags and bunting were put away hasmly.%
joyous anticipations of feasts' and merry-
making gave place to whispered talk® -qf_. an

imminent funeral.?

An under-footman at the Castle was the

Young Boulter was listened to* with unu‘-', :
deference as an eyewitness of the disaster
which had taken place dufing a dinner-party‘
to the local gentry.® Boulter had actually
been offering cheese to® his master, when th
old gentleman—who had seemed in excelle it

health and spirits™—had given a sudden ery

1. Edgar(f}d’g&r) Delastane (Dél'a-stane). 2. Whispered
(hwis'perd ) talk, {£ ¥) 34 3 Z . 3. Imminent (Tm "i-nént) :
funeral (fW'n8r-al), B A R Z W &, WKL B D (XD
£ ). 4. Was listened (lis"nd) to, 5% ¥ 3t §. 6. Loca
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of agony' and fallen forward on the table
unconscious, glass and china crashing beneaﬁhl
his weight. e

His face had been contorted®™—** ghastlj"_i.
and all twisted-like,”” said Boulter, with
dramatic gusto.” There had been apamé _
the great dining-hall. Ladiez had shrieked;
little Miss Melhuish* had fainted; the meinq_ !

. guests and servants, had crowded al
Delastane in helpless alarm.® Fortunately

something beneath his nostrils.

1. Cry of agony (dg'6-n¥), 8 3% Z . 2. Contorted
tort’ed), 3L /i, &0 =+ & 0K % ¥ & Z 4R 8 Dramatie
(drs-mit'ik) gusto (gis'ts), B B b Z AR (X @B R).
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Dr. Hardingham, who had arrived ,tgn:
minutes later, said that the valet's promptitud
had unquestionably saved Mr. Delasta.—ne:".
- life. He diagnosed the trouble as acut
angina pectoris—the Squire’s heart was de- -
plorably weakened. 3
It transpired® that, during his four yea: %

been the vietim of several similar .a
~although much less severe. There had been:
a seizure® on the Prado* in Madrid,® and )
here an Englishman named Austen had been
of great assistance. A Spanish doctor hads
warned the distinguished sufferer that his day o)

were numbered.® Hence Edgar Delastane,?

1. It transpired (trin-spired’), i @ X %. 2. Sim' A
(sim'i-1ér) attacks, f — Z &K G & FE &). 3. Seizure
(s@zhiir), #Eth K. 4 Pme,iflﬁﬁa@@ZﬁZ A
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twelfth squix:e of the great Stane property,®

had come home to die in the house from
which so many of his ancestors had passed to :
the Great Beyond.?

He had tra,veled in haste with Austen -
whom he had engaged as. his persona 2
gervant® —for sole attendant, and no hint of I
‘his impaired health* had been given to
‘any. one. Now, however, it was common
knowledge,” and the villagers shook their
heads with gloomy foreboding® as they looked
towards the Castle and the Stane flag flutter-
ing gayly above the north turret, the erimson =
swan clear in the morning sunshine. | __

““ She’ll soon be half-mast,” I reckdn,i’f' |
observed Ollacott,® the verger. ‘‘It do seem =

hard.”’

1. Stane property, ¥i T Z ¥, # K it %4 2. Creat
Beyond, RE. 3. Personalservant, B 8 Z f# # 4 Im-
_Egred (fmn- -pard’) health, 5 Z @& 5. Cormmnon knowledgs,
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Ollacott was voicing public opinion.?
did seem hard. During Delastane’s four
years’ absence Stane had suffered the alternate,
tyranny® and condescension of the Gascoigne
régime with stolid patience, comforting itself!
with thoughts of the ultimate return of
‘“The Master.””* Now, when BEdgar Dela-
stane had come back, the shadow of death
came with him, and the hope of bhetter times -
perished. | I‘E

Delastine had never been really popular
with® the tenantry—he was too stern and
self-centered for that—but he was just, and
at times® generous in his ungracious fashion,”
and he understood the quaint likes and .
dislikes of slow-going® old Stane, the many

1, Voicing public opinion, 4% Z23 &. 2. Suffered the
tyranny (tir'e-ny), B R BB 3. Itself, F{FEF T, eV b
A i, 4 “The Master,” #8 & K i &. 5. (To be) popular
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customs rendered sacred by tradition. The
Gascoignes had outraged custom and flouted

tradition in a manner which had stung th-e_‘;

~ lethargic villagers to incipient rebellion.

Delastane, however, had given his sister and
her husband full authority’ to act as his
regents,” and they had wielded their power
with ruthless hands. |

““ As for them Gascoignes,”’® said Olla-

cott, pushing forward his flat head in -a‘:’?

tortoise-like manner—‘‘as for them Gas- |

coignes, they’ll be a-bubblin’ over wi’ ']'OY-a_*

for sartin.”®

The worthy verger was not altogether

correct in his assumption this time. Jubila-

tion in the Gascoigne camp was ‘‘sicklied *

o’er 1’ with doubt While Harvey Gascoigne

1. Full authority (a8-thor'i-ty), 2 #i. 2. Regents(ré&'jents),

¢ # A. 3. Them Gascoignes (gis-coin’), F 3 #E 2t & A BF
H Z W FE, ¥ B those Gascoignes #1. 4. WV’ joy (=With
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and his wife were dressing for dinner on
the evening following the Squire’s collapse;
they discussed the situation anxiously. ;

“ Did Hardingham seem e(:mﬁdem;,-‘F
dear ? 77 asked Mrs. Gasco'ggne, smoothing
her black lace fichu.

Gascoigne nodded. He was leaning
against the mantelshelf, manicuring his thick |
white hands, an imposing man, well over' six
feet and broad in proportion—a hand-somg
man, too, who had the sense to hide a rather

ugly mouth beneath a thick moustache.

*“The worthy doctor is quite confident
that your brother eannot live more than
a month at the outside,”® he replied.
‘“ Another attack like last night's would”
carry him off at once. He must be prepared

for the worst.”’®

- 1. Well over, & 1. 2. At the outside, Z 5. 3. Pre-



