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FOREWORD

Many people have truly complicated—and often polarized—feelings toward
America. Due to these mixed feelings, it is difficlilt to objectively view America,
but perhaps those feelings are evidence that these people have a very strong
interest in America. It is unfortunate that neither those who like or dislike
America seem to accurately understand the nation. Based on nationalism, one
side cries out for the rejection of America; while the other side embraces
America. In this sense, it is now more important than ever to strive to

objectively view America in the era of globalization.

| had always wanted to create a series of books on America decades ago.
However, back then, | didn’t know much about America, nor did | have the
confidence to write about America as | felt that | would be scomed by the many
experts on America. But after deciding that the time has come for me to write about
America, | published this three-volumed series after working on it for two years.
Even though | lived in America—as a visiting professor—for only about a year
and a half, | encountered topics on America on a daily basis from the media over a
10-year period while | lived in Europe. Whether | wanted it or not, | have had
significant exposure to America, and | take pride that | have worked hard to




understand its society and people. This three-volumed series on America is based
on such experience and knowledge.

The series consists of these three volumes: Volume 1: The People—from
America’s democracy and constitution to its social problems, and from the
immigration history to American life style, this volume tries to give a full picture
of American life; Volume 2: The History—it tells about the history of the U.S.
from Columbus’ discovering America to its growing to be the only superpower
in the world; and Volume 3: The Presidents—the volume shows how American
presidents, from Washington to Obama, influences the U.S. and even the
world. Volume 3 was added because it's difficult to understand America without
understanding the various aspects and characteristics of the U.S. presidents and the
U.S. presidency.

| hope that these books will not only help dispel any wrong illusions about
America but also enable my readers to accurately view America, free from any
unreasonable prejudices. | am grateful to my dear readers and those who
contribute to the editing and publishing of the series!

Won-bok Rhie
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The Opening of a New World

Immigrants in the New World, Adam Willaerts, 1577

‘European roads lead to the city, but American roads lead to the horizon.’
D. Brinkley



In the moming of October 12, 1492, Christopher Columbus**, a native of Genoa, Italy, set foot for the first time on the
new continent—America.

* The Debarkation of Columbus by Edward Moran, 1892

**Christopher Columbus (1451~1506)

This place was what is Bahamas today,
which he named ‘San Salvador.’

Holy Savior! San Salvador!
avior!

He named Native Americans as ‘Indians’
because he believed he had arrived in
India, his intended destination.

This is India,

Columbus’s discovery was only the
first step for Europeans

What discovery?

He came tens of
thousands of years
dfter us...

on the land that had already been
inhabited by Native Americans for
tens of thousands of years,

but the seeds were sown for the birth of
what would become a very powerful
nation in the world in less than
three centuries.

The United States of America.




Today, America is the superpower
in the world,

Learning English is difficult, isn't it?

to some extent the center of the world
that dominates the political, economic,
cultural and other fields.

World
Politics

World
Economy

Popular

N“g;’;"“ New York |
1) " |
wall Street [f§ €Y |

Perhaps it's more accurate to use the term
‘American’ than ‘English.’

It's amazing that this enormous and
powerful nation has been in existence for
only over two centuries.

Let's start our short but important
journey into U.S. history!

The famous French author and critic
André Maurois once said:

André Maurois
1885~1967
+ History of England (1937)
« History of America(1943)
« History of France (1947)

‘European history is the process by
which the citizens took power from the
powerful state,*

but U.S. history is the process by which
the state took power from the powerful
citizens.’

In contrast to Europe where the citizens
engaged in endless civil revolutions to

establish democracy by recovering
sovereignty from their rulers,




in America, the government

recovered part of the power held by its
strong-willed citizens, who had become
accustomed to

N

freedom in the New World to which they
had immigrated to escape persecution.

You'll get it
if you break this!

After doing so, the government
constructed a powerful nation!

U.S. history is characterized by
another trait.

Other nations, for example, European
nations, have long histories of over 1,000
years.

ﬁ l Romgpire ]
on_|

l Ancient Greece 1

R =

L Roman Republic ]

RS

German Nation

These nations underwent the full
spectrum of historical phases such as
the slavery system, feudal system and
capitalism, among others.

However, U.S. history started with the
opening of the capitalistic era.

Ancient Ancient Medieval Capitalism
Communal Slavery Feudal ModeriA
System System System PR
.
————— —
Greece  Emergence of
Rome  Modern Nations
: s| 1776
s
Wealth of Nations ™

Thus, a strong undercurrent of U.S. history
is the unbridled human egoism displayed
through the capitalistic trait of

My gains,
my happiness!

*by Adam Smith (1723~1790)

‘pursuit of individual gains and
happiness.’

Human egoism has always prompted
historical changes everywhere,

but U.S. history differs from European history,
as the Europeans, at least superficially,
emphasized culture, pride and dignity.

we go to war!

/1

For our culture
and religion,




Why in the world did Columbus go west?

We need to first understand the
situation in Europe around 1492 when
Europeans were in search of a new
route to ‘India.’

Back then, just like nowadays, the way to
riches was to make big profits from trade
and commerce.

But the biggest problem was in the
transport of goods.

Nowadays, of course, goods are
shipped at ‘lightning speed’ by planes,
trains

Back then, however, there was
virtually no road infrastructure.

Winding roads were unpaved,

and it took a lot of time and money to
transport goods over mountains and across

At that time, transporting goods over
land cost as much as 50 times more
than transporting by ship.

e

Overland
transport costs
50

Sea shipping
costs
1

Shipping over waterways was much
safer than shipping over land.

Ships could also transport large volumes of
goods, thus enabling the development of
marine trade.

but over seq,
we can transport up
to 800 tons in one
shipment...

Over land,
we can only transport
hundreds of
kilograms,




Because marine trade yielded such large
profits, European countries made
enormous investments to develop their
sea navigation skills and equipment.

Safer navigational

With compasses, astronomical
observation equipment and

detailed marine maps, European marine
trade further flourished.

Lo g

*Equipment used to measure navigation
routes based on the stars

*Navigation map created by Ptolemaeos

(15th century)

In particular, traders reaped enormous
profits from trade with India and other
parts of the East.

@

gold - silver

—( e

pepper - spices
silk - condiments

Indian spices, ginger and pepper, amongw
other things, that were introduced to the
West only in the 15th century

Salt was the only

. So delicious! seasoning you guys
knew about!
‘/ How barbaric.;/

became precious and costly commodities—
with much higher demand than supply.

It’s going to cost
me a fortune!

Honey, | want pepper
for my birthday.

The prices of these commodities from
the East explosively increased day by
day as they became a symbol of

social status.

You could say
that I'm a connoisseur
of good food!

Wow, you're
using pepper!

You can tell how popular these
commodities were by making a price

Even if only one ship retumed from among
10 ships that set sail, a trader could still
reap a 50-fold profit from his investment!

If all 10 ships
return,
500-fold profit!

The Italian city-states that dominated the
Mediterranean Sea

Monopoly

East
(Asia Minor)

Mediterranean Sea

raked in the money through their monopoly
of the Eastern trade,

so imagine how envious the other
European countries would have been.

Wow, | envy them...




But ltaly’s Eastemn trade through the
Mediterranean Sea eventually faced a
roadblock.

Constantinople (was changed to Istanbul
after being taken over) fell to Islam

forces of the Ottoman
Turk Empire in 1453,

SRS TR D R S R

Constantinople

as a result of which the Eastern Roman
Empire collapsed and Christians faced
restrictions in entering the East.

So, what happens if demand far
exceeds supply?

=]
P

Sell to me!

Of course, prices would skyrocket!

But then what happens if the routes to
markets are blocked?

Naturally, the center of European
commerce shifted from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Atlantic Ocean.

Portugal was the first country that
searched for a navigation route through
the Atlantic Ocean to the Indies.

It was an obvious choice for Portugal due
to its geographical location.

Western tip of
the European
continent!

Portugal

Also, Portugal had long suffered at the
hands of Spain (the then Kingdom of
Castile)

Don'’t even look
eastward! &

and could not even dream of entering the
Mediterranean Sea due to the powerful
ltalian fleet there.

Thus, it became the first country that

sought a route around Africa to reach the
Indies.

LAA
NAAA—
Unknown
Africa

Perhaps we
could reach it
this way...




