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B = Preface

Chinese civilization is the oldest and
the only civilization that has continued
uninterruptedly to the present day in the
world. In the long history of China, Pre-Qin
culture occupied a very important position.
During the Spring and Autumn and the
Warring States periods, social changes
gave birth to an unprecedented expansion
of intellectual thoughts and ideas, and for
the first time in the Chinese history there
emerged an outburst of philosophies and
ideas referred to as the Hundred Schools of
Thought.

The phenomenon of the Hundred
Schools of Thought reflected the prosperity
of cultural and intellectual activities in
the Spring and Autumn and the Warring
States periods. The Hundred Schools of
Thought in Chinese consists of Zhuzi
and Baijia, which denote two different
meanings. Zhuzi refers to intellectual sages,
scholars and thinkers such as Confucius,
Laozi, Zhuangzi, Mencius and Zhuzi,

who established their own independent



T TAZEMAG IS5,
ETERT XA T ERKE
B AR BE S b %ok, i
T CER” WA AR
BiH), HEZEIFAELME., “iF
T AR A R 2 F T
FEMBER, WflF. BF. ET.

philosophy. And Baijia represents many
schools of thought such as Confucianism,
Daoism and Legalism. While Zhuzi refers
to persons and Baijia means schools
of thought, these two terms are often
inseparable because a school of thought
must have one or more representatives who
founded the core theory and spirit of the
school so that the school could be carried
forward. For example, Confucius founded
Confucianism and Laozi Daoism.

Pre-Qin philosophers were world-
famous and prominent scholars in
the Chinese culture. Their schools of
thought played the most influential role
in intellectual enlightenment, exploration
of ideas, and cultural and educational
development in ancient China. Their
philosophies helped ancient Chinese to
understand and transform the world. The
unique charm of the Hundred Schools of
Thought lies in their profound knowledge,
simplicity and naturalistic approach,

which demonstrated the wisdom of ancient
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Chinese and served as the key for later
generations to explore and understand the
Chinese culture.

The Chinese ancient philosophies in the
past 2,000 years of history since the Spring
and Autumn and the Warring States periods
have showed a remarkable staying power
and still maintained a strong influence in the
Chinese culture and the life of the Chinese
people.

This book provides an introduction
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of Pre-Qin philosophers and scholars, their
thought and theories, and their influence
on later generations. The book is aimed to
inspire readers to explore the origins and
the extraordinary depth of the Chinese

traditional culture.
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Contention of the Hundred Schools
of Thought
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The Spring and Autumn and the Warring States periods (770
B.C.-221 B.C.) were an era in China when fiefdom lords were
transformed to feudal landlords. During the social unrest and
transformation with the intense struggles between different social
classes, various philosophies and ideas emerged in profusion
such as Confucianism, Legalism, Daoism and Mohism, all of
which formed their own schools, attracted their own disciples and
challenged other philosophical thoughts. This period of exuberant

intellectual creativity was labeled by later generations as the golden

era when “contention of the hundred schools of thought”.
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> Historical Background of

the Hundred Schools
of Thought

The Chinese has always depended on
agriculture for living since the ancient
times. Even today rural population
still consists of over half of the total
population in China. In the Spring and

Autumn and the Warring States periods,
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Copper Utensil with Two Dragon-
head Handles from the Spring and
Autumn Period

This is a copper utensil for food in
ancient China. It was also used as a

ritual vessel. Usually it has a round
shape with two handles.
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A Sketch Map of the Vassal States in the Spring and Autumn Period
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China was divided into many fiefdoms,
all setting their priority in building
a strong foundation in agriculture.
Meanwhile these rival states also focused
on strengthening their military power
with ongoing warfare and conquests. By
the end of the Warring States Period,
seven bigger states were left to fight over
the dominance of the Central Plains.
Eventually the most powerful state of Qin
with economic and military advantages

defeated the other six states and achieved
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Gold Ornament in the Spring and Autumn
Period

the political unity in China. This era
of constant warfare and radical social
changes brought about the prosperity of
great cultural and intellectual expansions
in China characterized by “the contention
of a hundred schools of thought”.

In the Spring and Autumn Period the
wide use of iron tools greatly increased
productivity. Some noble families began
to use iron farming tools to cultivate
wasteland in a large scale resulting in
the rapid increase of privately-owned
land. Meanwhile extensively used in
agricultural production was the ox-
drawn plough, which not only improved
farming efficiency, but also freed a lot of
manpower potential for other industries.
After the mid Spring and Autumn Period
in particular large quantities of copper
coinage had already been circulated in
many vassal states and in turn promoted
development of handicraft industry and
commerce. As a result many wealthy
merchants emerged and with active
participation in state affairs, they become
an indispensible political force at that
time. Advances in agriculture, handicraft
industry and commercial development
changed the balance of different social
forces and established a solid economic

foundation for the emerging different
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Pottery Decorated with Dragon Patterns
in the Spring and Autumn Period
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schools of thought.

The continuous economic growth,
the disintegration of social classes and
increase of their wealth pushed the nobles
to ask for more political rights from the
Zhou court. As conflicts between nobles
and Zhou court grew, the Zhou King’s
supreme authority and his hierarchical
system gradually broke down; Zhou
court became increasingly weak; and
the fiefdom system eventually fell
apart. There were constant warfare and
invasions among rival states. Internal
unrest and regicides were not uncommon.
Violations of the traditional rites

frequently occurred causing social and

S T

1yBnoy | JO 5|00YDS PRIPUNH Y1 JO LORUIIUOY)

(5]



5

CL W

ybnoy| Jo s|ooyds paipuni ay|

W kA, REBRE A EE,
BRERALBI R EIE R L, B
E) SR b7 25308

AR X 5 2% 25 728 W) BLIR R 52 A
WERFTHREP, L7 R
MEITREBT . L7 ALTE
B RBNRIKZ, HESBRFRK
AR A MR AR T AL, HtA]
MU B4 5% 12 Tl A 5 gt i 1 5K

c BOHESH

FZDRABPRALURRDEERIH THRE
BXERA, TENXFELEW, AEE
5. ERIETHERKRBZTEN—HHEIB
Bk

Houma Oaths of Alliance

The oaths were written by Chinese writing brushes
on jade pieces unearthed in the State of Jin ruins
in Houma, Shanxi Province. They are a witness of
the bitter political struggles in the State of Jin in the
late Spring and Autumn Period.

political turmoil.

In this complex and volatile political
environment and endless warfare a new
class of scholar-bureaucrats (Shi) rose
from the bottom of the ruling class. The
big transformation of the social order
provided them with an opportunity to
break away from the old aristocratic
system and become an independent
and knowledgeable class of intellectual
pursuit. The Shi class included many
social elites who were renowned for
their most advanced, comprehensive
and innovative thinking in political,
military and foreign affairs as well as
in philosophy, culture and education.
Governments and politicians of that

period tried very hard to recruit well-
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known scholar-bureaucrats in an effort
to expand their influence, strengthen
their position and advocate their political
doctrines. These scholar-bureaucrats
in turn demonstrated their unique and
distinctive identity through upholding
their independence and integrity in
various social, political and cultural
activities.

The liberal political environment
with free discussions of ideas in that
era provided a breeding ground for the
formation and development of various
ideological and cultural perspectives.
Especially in the Spring and Autumn
Period when many Zhou cultural officials
had to leave the weakening Zhou court,
literary works that used to be enjoyed
only by the upper class began to circulate
among commoners. Reading of these
treatises opened up the horizon of many
commoners. As a result many renowned
scholars and different schools of thought
emerged and with them came the golden
age of Chinese philosophies and classics,
which transformed the Chinese culture in

the next 5,000 years.
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> The Influence of the

Hundred Schools of
Thought

The significance of the Chinese
philosophies in the Chinese civilization
is comparable to the importance of
religions in other civilizations. In ancient
China all education started from learning
The Analects, The Mencius, The Great
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Military Drill Diagram Carved on a Warring States Period Bronze Ware



