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Abstract

Urban living problems have been the focus of public concern in
China for the past decade. Against the backdrop of spiking housing
prices, there have emerged numerous types of irrational residential
selection behaviors such as “ House Slave”, “Snail Dwelling” and
“Ant Tribe”. In addition, macroeconomic austerity and strict regulation
on housing prices have also given rise to a different set of problems
known as “space polarization” in urban areas. Both types of problems
have perverse implications for the stability of the urban living order
not only under cutting the life quality of ordinary people but also
adding difficulties to the administration of urban life. These problems
have puzzled many scholars in the fields of economics, sociology and
management. Behind these phenomena are some influential factors
that are grounded in cultural values and identities but are generally
outside the purviews of traditional theories. Systematic analysis of
these phenomena from a cultural and value perspective are still
lacking in empirical research.

Meanwhile, as urban societies in the West has now moved into
a post—industrial stage of development, the New Chicago School has
taken the lead in proposing that the regional identities which are
based on scenes and embodies local culture and values are gradually
changing the urban living order. Thus, I had tried to put the Theory
of Scenes into the research of urban residential in China. In this

book, I claimed that regional scenes in the city are constituted by
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urban amenities. Regional scenes contains not only functions but also
abstract symbolic informations that delivers various senses of
identities to different groups of people through the interior structures
and shape the choices of behavioral patterns and in return change the
living orders of modern cities.

Since I return from the University of Chicago in 2010, I have
been aiming at applying the “ Theory of Scenes” to improve the
study of urban management and planning in China. As periodic
research results of National Natural Science Fund Youth Fund
Projects: Research on the Spatial Property of Housing Price and Its
Impact to the Evolution Mechanism of Housing Price in China’s
Metropolis ( 71203217) ; Postdoctoral Fund Surface Project: The
Characteristics and Cause Research of Urban Residential Space in
China: Based on Theory of Scenes (2011M500412) ; Postdoctoral
Special Funded Project: Research on the Evolution Mechanism and
Prediction Model of Housing Price in China ( 2012T50151) , this
book reveals three principles of city living orders in China based on
systematic review of the existing evidence:

First, living behavior is affected by the acceptance of the city’s
scene features. This means that more developmeht opportunities and
convenient amenities influence residential choice. In this book, I
conducted empirical analyses based on 12 groups ’ population data
and 85 kinds of amenities data, both collected from a sample of 374
districts in 35 big cities in China. By doing Pearson Correlation
Analysis, Exploratory Factor Analysis, Stepwise Regression and
Cross —Validation Analysis, the author tested the model and draws
three conclusions: 1) Urban Scenes Features have significant
influence on Chinese urban residential choices. 2) Traditional Urban
Scenes Features have significant influence on Chinese young
inhabitant ’s urban residential choice. 3) Chinese youth and their
parents have entirely different demands on Urban Scenes Features in

choosing residential locations. The first principle has great

2
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explanatory power in making sense of the economically irrational
residential choices evident in “ House Slave”, “ Snail Dwelling” ,
and “Ant Tribe”.

Second, housing prices reflects the recognition of the value of
spatial scenes of each agent in real estate market against the
background of economic development and humanistic philosophy.
Housing price is not merely the cost of construction and installation,
nor does it match buyers’ income exactly. By using Beijing as an
example, I collected the housing prices data and 85 kinds of
amenities data from 220 hot point areas of Beijing to conduct the
Spatial Analysis. In consideration to the strong spatial correlation
among housing prices and in order to make up the drawbacks of the
original scene theory in spatial evaluation, I combined GIS to make
an innovation and created the ST@GIS method. Through Spatial
Autocorrelation, Geographically Weighted Regression and Kriging
Mapping, I made further study and got three results: (D The
distribution of scene features in Beijing appears to be polarized. @The
distribution of second—hand house price is significantly influenced by
the regional scene features. 3 It seems that in the future, the
distribution of second —hand house price will be regarded as coma
and spread to the northwest. The second principle well explains the
“ spatial polarization” caused by changes in urban housing prices
under the tight macroeconomic controls.

Third, nuclear structures of the regional scenes are a great
importance to the variation of housing prices, which says that
different regional scene features have different nuclear structures and
there are various correlations between structure and house price. In
this book, I used the housing price data from 190 typical areas and
144 kinds of amenities data of Beijing. By doing Condensed
Subgroup Analysis, Cluster Analysis and Correlation Analysis, [
have once again proved the validity of the model and got three

additional results: (D Nuclear structure of the regional scene is the
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