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Preface

Kaifeng is a city full of culture and history, whose charms could be appreciated by visitors in many different ways, just like a piece of traditional painting,
or ajar of good liquor. Kaifeng is also a city like no other, unless one compare her with chrysanthemum blossoms, indeed, they share the same gracefulness,
elegance, charm and strength of character. Like chrysanthemum blossoms, who Rather staying alone with her silent fragrance, Than flying with falling
leaves for a dance, Kaifeng remains a great city despite frequent floods from the Yellow River and keeps a wonder for the world: a multiple layers of relics
of submerged cities.

Chrysanthemum is the city flower of Kaifeng, hence Kaifeng is usually called “City of Chrysanthemum” . Endowed with rich history and a well
preserved traditional Chinese city layout, Kaifeng is also an ancient capital city, a water-front city, and a favorite tourist destination.

In Kaifeng, both dwellers and visitors could easily feel the close bonds between the city and the flower. Kaifeng enjoys reputation for presenting the world
with beautiful chrysanthemum blossoms. Named Chrysanthemum and an Charming City, this photo album is hoping to give its readers a glimpse of
Kaifeng by over 100 pictures of the city and the flower. This is not the first photo album on Kaifeng's chrysanthemum. Previous editions are all warmly
accepted. However, there is still a long way to go to fully exhibit the beauty and implication of chrysanthemum. My focus is not only the great number of
variety, shape and colour of Kaifeng chrysanthemum, but also its gracefulness, charms and character, expressed in the harmonious co-existence of
chrysanthemum blossoms, bees, butterflies and against the backdrop of the wonderful nature and the great city. [ hope my readers could be like me, when
facing silently a chrysanthemum blossom, no matter on the morning of a clear spring day, or in the dusk of a snowing winter evening, could immerse
myself in appreciating its beauty and listening to its whisper, and try to capture the sheer understanding of its tender affections, both to mankind and this
great city, before bursting into an exclaim that chrysanthemum does have a spirit.

As the saying goes, different place nurture different people. It is the distinguished culture atmosphere of Kaifeng that makes the flower particularly
significant to this city. Started from 1983, the Chrysanthemum Festival has becomes this city's annual event which reflects not only flower cultivation but
more than that it has been an magnificent occasion to promote the city in an all round way showcasing the city's development and vitality. The spirit of

“withstanding snow of unfavorableness, keeping optimism of steadiness” , the poetic description of the flower, is the true reflection of that of the people
of Kaifeng who are striving to inherit history while making the city more charming.

It has been my sincere wish to work out a photo album combining picture of the flower and scenery of the city arousing reader's interest in coming to this
city, Kaifeng, and eventually fall in love with it. My aspiration is from both the post of Director of Tourism Administration of the city I held before
retirement and my tireless efforts in learning to be a photographer.

By Zhenzhong Wei
Written in Three Light Reading Room, autumn, 2007
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