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Introduction

Discover China is a four-level Mandarin Chinese course,
specially designed for beginner to intermediate
level students studying Chinese in English-speaking
countries. It employs a communicative and integrated
approach to language learning. Emphasis is placed on
communication in real contexts through pair work,
group work and a variety of independent and integrated
activities to help students become confident Chinese
language speakers.

Key features

Discover China’s unique communicative course design
includes a number of distinctive features:

- Topic-driven content in real-life contexts gets
students engaged and motivated. The topics in
each book are organized around the lives and travel
experiences of five young students in China.

« A truly communicative approach lets students
learn the language by using it in real-life situations,
providing them with the tools they need to
communicate in Chinese naturally.

» Structured and effective learning design based
on the sequence “presentation, practice and
production’, with activities moving from controlled
practice to personalized tasks, facilitates effective
learning of the language.

+ Systematic vocabulary and grammar development
comes through topic-based practice and extension
exercises. The lexical syllabus is based on levels
1-4 of the Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK test) and
the grammatical syllabus takes students up to the
Vantage level (level B2) of the Common European
Framework.

Student-centred grammar learning supplemented
with detailed grammar reference allows students to
discover the rules for themselves through identifying
patterns in the language samples. The grammar
reference provides comprehensive and detailed
explanations.
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Meaningful and integrated character writing
practice through grouping characters with common
radicals. These high-frequency characters are
presented within the context of the unit theme.

+ Insights into Chinese culture, through “Cultural
Corner” sections linked to the unit topics, promoting
a deeper cultural understanding. Fascinating full-
colour photos, showing the real China, provide visual
appeal and draw students into this diverse culture.

- Simplified Chinese characters are used to facilitate
learning of the written language used by the
majority of Chinese speakers.

+ Pinyin matched to the word level instead of
individual characters helps students understand how
to write and space pinyin meaningfully. Discover China
follows the official pinyin orthography of mainland
China. All pinyin shows the character’s original tone,
except in those parts of the pronunciation and
speaking section where special rules about tonal
change are introduced.

- Extra pair work activities for each unit provide
additional communicative speaking practice.

+ Supported by free online resources including
teacher’s books, assessment tasks, unit quizzes, extra
character writing sheets and more.

Workbook

The Workbook provides extensive consolidation of the
language skills and knowledge taught in the Student’s Book.

Each Workbook unit features clear language objectives
which correspond with the Student’s Book unit
structure and activities. A wide variety of vocabulary
and grammar exercises, as well as extra reading and
listening activities, provide practice of the core language
presented in the Student’s Book. Writing practice
sections give students the option to extend their
Chinese character writing skills beyond the Student’s
Book requisites. A self-assessment at the end of each
unit using “l can...” descriptors enables students to
reflect on their individual progress.



Characteristics of each level

Books 1 and 2 cover basic language relating to everyday
topics. The focus is on listening and speaking, although
there is a writing activity at end of each lesson 2. Character
writing practice is available in both the Student’s Book and
Workbook to help students learn how to write Chinese
characters with the correct stroke order.

Book 1 is for beginners who have not studied any Chinese.
To avoid overwhelming students with character reading at
the very beginning, pinyin is placed above all Chinese words
and characters to provide the necessary language support.
However, to help students develop character recognition
skills, pinyin does not appear for conversations and passages
in the Workbook. Activities in the online unit quizzes, which
simulate test questions from the HSK test, have no pinyin.

Book 2 follows on naturally from Book 1. Pinyin is used only
in activities with new words and phrases, and the activities in
the pronunciation and speaking section of each unit. Most
other activities in the book do not carry pinyin. However,
versions of all the main conversations and reading passages
with pinyin are available for download from Discover China’s
free resources website.

Books 3 and 4 cover language from school life and the work
environment. The focus is on the development of language
skills, which is conducted through various approaches
including guided writing. The lessons contain activities
to further enhance students’ language skills in all areas
across different contexts and functions. A new guided
writing section teaches students how to compose natural
texts following authentic-like texts. The conversations and
reading passages are longer, and pinyin only appears in
each unit’s vocabulary boxes.

Storylines

Book 1 presents the fundamentals of the Chinese
language, following the characters’ day-to-day
lives in Beijing. From simple introductions to going
shopping, eating out or playing sports, students
encounter a broad range of situations and learn the
basic language skills they require.

Book 2 includes “survival Chinese” for travel and
living in China, as the characters hit the road on their
winter holidays. They see the Terracotta Warriors in
Xi'an and try authentic Sichuan food in Chengdu,
make new friends and broaden their knowledge of
Chinese to handle typical subjects such as food and
drink, hotels, sightseeing and going to the doctor.

Book 3 takes a deeper look at China’s diverse culture.
Steve lands his dream job and is sent on assignment
as a photojournalist to exciting places all over China.
Amanda pursues her love of Chinese history and
undertakes a research project on a major historical
figure. This provides students with rich exposure to the
use of Chinese language across various cultural and
social contexts.

Book 4 prepares students for using Chinese for work-
related purposes. Mark takes up an internship at a Chinese
organization in London, acting as a guide for a delegation
from China. Wang Yu and Yeong-min volunteer at a
summer camp in China, helping foreign students to
understand Chinese language and culture. All three gain
valuable experience in working with colleagues and
customers, and dealing with different situations.

=

=
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Unit structure

Student Book 2 | Unit3 Happy New Year! #i4f4f !

New words list
Target words are set out in
the order they appear in

the conversation.

LESSON | 1 4 Newwords
piogin s :
Vocabulary and listening o "f;:i e i POSt—|IStenlng
) 0 M th words it the it Z"" o Comprehension questions are used to
e e check understanding.
B red packet (for uimian . ege
Sl - Controlled activities allow students
sweets  "lishingfi6n washroom, o
e to practise the target words/
MU T e expressions, and role-play the
“ of
T e conversation.
o H . MEik: IE HEE EALEEE? 9;{; ik ol ;uz;wi" seetand s
Pre-listening N e ,,

Pre-listening activities are

designed to pre-teach the

W45, fHMAMNRT, &
BN B—TF, LA RE
T R RGN AFTE

84 %18, 2@
AT A
L it A7

[ Listen again and label the rooms of Wang Yu's house with the

words.

- 22 3 [ 4
key words/expressions, or i ARFRFL Ex A K P o b FIbIHIO B

. ' FTRAFA iR, Fiak, #F47! AR, HEE
activate students backgrf)und EENEE HAT AR 460410 52} i < 1
knowledge about the unit ¢ @ 2 o

s : FTSA A iAo FTk KR Haisg? D (=
topicin pr-eparatlon forthe E B0 ik KoL, B IR HALHE E K Eiu J
conversation. LSS TEDE S ¥ RO TFE, B = o

e T ) u fj
Mk AABRit

BB A A, A

) Amanda, Steve and Yeong-min are visiting
Wang Yu's home. Listen to the conversation
and answer the questions.

E1 Write several sentences to describe your home. Start with:

AT

-
ffhs, &

Presentation dialogue

Meaningful and authentic conversation
between the resident characters sets the
context for vocabulary and language
presentation.

2 ET

e @ Workin pairs. Take turns to read your sentences to your partner,

‘who will draw a floor plan of your house.

Now check ‘your partner's floor

\4

Pronunciation

Difficult pronunciation points for
English speakers are presented

and practised in context to prepare
students for communicative activities
in the unit.

Pre-reading

Pre-reading activities are designed to pre-
teach the key words, or activate students’
background knowledge about the unit topic
in preparation for the reading passage.

Chinese to go
Simple and useful colloquial

expressions or language
“chunks” of immediate use are
provided to students.

Pronunciation and speaking @ Workin pairs.

{  Difference between "uo* and *e”

LESSON 2

Reading and writing

NNl Spring Festal, SO0
A% Oinesetew  Fie

Stadest A: You are a Chinese host expecting
some visitors during Chinese New Year,

Student B: You are paying a New Year visit to

- &
Student As home. tuanyuan =
1 Check the correct finals for the underlined Complete the phrases with the correct Ml Ve e v
e T
g o . CHINESE TO GO LS KA1 lunar New Yoar Readi
s . Exprasionk i neve e eading
; year celebrations W :*:" vis X
VB : el S L Reading texts cover a
A o ;; g‘ﬂ; e amem bae
| wish you good fortune. - ey Tt wiap, make H
o it : aciesaizon & T e & e wide range of text types
" Kix 25 dumpings | E Edants
I SR ) Bresssiomsandesouchnsieton 2% peavasie S0 et relevant to students
84k AH,  money Year in the school magazine g ] exciting

- w0 ing i yi bai
AR —
Ganbi

FiR) Cheers!

everyday lives, such as
diaries, articles, blogs
and online posts.

I tike to propose &
toast to you

LS
o\ & LFX

AFREPREEATT! AP LREPE
At s, REAANGFE. REARNAN |
OARL I AR, M, KA E A

BRYE, A5 P TERSB R, REF
FHEADER, MAELTEAS, SN
oG, K EARRARI S

AKF#—, RIAMPUMRKT, LMAR
. PRAPKR. MEALEZARMAE. A
E—ROIT, KB EtH, LRI AET
RER, ARES LTS {

LR AoE S EEIOEE: S .

Now listen and repeat

B Listen and say the words.

fanting  woshi  weishéngjian
w7 BbE 1

4%
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Post-reading
Controlled, guided and
freer activities allow
students to practise the
target language in a
sequence that is most
effective for learning.

Language in use
Grammar points are presented and practised
through an inductive or “discovery” approach,

Short, simple examples
help students analyse and

drawi discover the grammar rules.

g on students’ existing knowledge.

Bl Choose the

Language in use

1 What s the first paragraph mainly about?

" LT Wt < BB [y prmkgivenin @

2 What is the second paragraph mainly about?

i Expressing “both...
L and.."wih

Expressing future actions with % / & (

Expressing = "
sequences with oo R

1 Look at the sentences.

% can be a modal verb, meaning T B (need). For
example, REX—#KHK. (Ineed 1o buya coat)

When B is used to express future actions, it usually

8 Look at the sentences,

First condition/quality | Second conditonyuslty

1 Look at the sentences.

e A i et

b [ © Brife

indicates something that the speaker intends to do. For rderdl 3 What is the main subject of the third paragraph? - - Fitsteventaction | Second event/action ' 1
ittt e Tl =Y = T mu EE AT RATEL RiP RIVE—RAET, (i) AR ! !
::;m‘:::?“;::iﬁf&ﬂﬂ::x: s yesterday € Read again and answer the questions. EIHHRE _ E7E e 33 e e
Indicating  high probabity. T s ied before & to . g, IEN EE R TR, ffTHELTAT % WK,  MRSHEENE
egete sertences st e evers Sometines 6 ' ST ““" 4 iTeE AT SRR LT ERAERE,  NERAE

e gz, TE ) WET RO, AT,
VR 2 RS TR e N U e twa o BRI

Grammar reference 0T R A L A AL, .

Grammar reference at the back Wi . . . Pk v

R 2 P Em 4 B4 Now check the two correct explanations. M“,ﬂm; 1 % must be placed bety the subject and

of the book provides detailed Qe 18 Complete thedescrption o s el your L e e

2 country. g A a
explanation of the grammar el corinpeiodof tm, ’ TR, oo

3 If the subjects of the verb phrases connected

IEZE is only used for actions happening Now check the two correct explanations by S - BRI

second subject is usually omitted.

ther, When ad)
, meaning “v
djectives, can bef

are the same. the

hongybo
GRMER, & B®
ix

(important) 45 H AL

rules as a handy resource for gE—_
both teachers and students. can be oniied I the e i o s S

AR 5 a on the action happening R 1 Join the two sentences together, using 5+~ 4 ———
Time / Place / v —_— e 2 % s used to connect two verb 3
L %, RINE phiates or adjectives as the predicate.
Frps - _” = B8 Write the sentences in Chinese. 3 The phrases connected by X -+ X VBRG]
efike . BE must be f the same structares or pars of 3 kR 0 WL
Unit3 itk kol | They are playing football at the sports P N 2 KRB W L
TS BB ground e V GERLE. §
Expressing actions in progress using IE % The subway 5 2 1 was watching TV at 8 oiclock yesterday

25 s an adverb used before a verb phrase o ndate  fy Ty Loy
that something s taking place or someane s right in -3
the middie of doing something at the time mentioned
ither IE or ZE can be left out if the emphasis (s on
the event as a whole instead of something happening
at that moment. Sometimes, % can be used at the
end of a progressive sentence to emphasize the
continuousnessof the action or event. For example,

1 Joln the two sentences iagether, using X
evening %

3 She was attending class when you called
4 At oiclock every afternoon, Mark s jogging i

o R M X
Z

A X
21 phidul sharg

ERY L,
Atthe party, he

M B
Fz . P EREREE
} KRR S KERAME

Exercises allow students to
practise and consolidate
the rules.

Communication activity
Meaningful and realistic communication
in relevant contexts is facilitated
through role-plays and speaking tasks.

Character writing

Common radicals in characters
from the unit are introduced
and practised to build students’
vocabulary.

Review and practice

Builds on language acquisition by
recycling previously learnt target
language, through which students
can also assess their progress.
Additional speaking
practice

Activities are function-oriented,

Cultural Corner

LESSON | 3
; Being o guest in Cnina_'qq

Character writing Review and practice

These are two common radicals in Chinese. Do you
know any other characters with the same radicals?

Icati dvi x— 1 Circle the odd word out.
Communication activity

requiring students to use 8wt o vourepmamna ey [ i el fascas | Mg | e ) i Al

relevant vocabulary and ratevibiovaubii I e T SHE GRAR

language points in realistic and o v, o tow vl ity st o Semen +an AN ;:2
Theme hEL .

$ nmrulhemed.lhemuwmmloodmdn
drink all the time. They want to make sure the
guests always have some food on their plates.

contextualized ways. S o s ity B k. i Bl

Deterions L Some guests wil leave some food uneaten o, | x T E K VR TR 4

Costumes suggest that they are so full they cannot eat. 1 SRR EASRERTAY

Samseand dceies Good gifts to bring to a Chines £ Match the words with the meanings. 3 LRERHR, MR AEER A7
Food and drink household nclude fruit, wine, and tea.

ll choice of gifts one should bring depends. 1 KRR  Spring Festival ] Complete the paragraph using appropriate words.
0 Lal the relationship between the guest and hosts 2 » .
o yourdea home. B papy Ao matn g B ey o= fiens, ok s o g g 2w oin SRRESMAER, RELH,

the host is older than the guest, the guest may i
bring wine or tea, or a small present which JISS =
‘comes from your country as a token to exp

Vocabulary extension
More topic-related words are
introduced for flexible learning.

Vocabulary extension
Match the words with the different fruits in the picture.

chengzl ii xiangjioo
1 Answer Student B's questions about your ideal VBT s

Vocabulary review
Blanks created to distinguish
between words to write and
words to recognize help
students further consolidate
their vocabulary. All target
words are presented in black
and non-target words in
colour for easy reference.

pinggué putao qus
i < 4 6 i
) Ask Student 8 questions and label Plan B with the 3 4 I

Now work in pairs. Ask and answer questions about
what fruit you like.

Cultural Corner ‘ <
Cultural points linked to = ‘ w3
the unit topic enable a
greater understanding and
appreciation of Chinese
life and culture.

RS PRl ST 2k R
LR

Vocabulary review
Fillin the blanks.

aunt

v wrap, make

Practice writing common
characters following

the correct stroke order
prepares students for
writing Chinese.

tea
n New Year's Eve

T Compare your maps to
contains the most ac

spring couplets
first day of lunar
New Year

n lantern

get together

play

opposite

wosti n___bedroom
— =
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Difference between
", Iland IIZh"

Planning ahead

Radicals - and 1(»

- Expressing similarity using AFAB + Z4 %/
—1F

- Making comparisons using ALL/3& BB +
adjective

- Expressing future actions with /&

- Weather, seasons and clothes

Difference between
", ”and llchll

From freezing
snow to tropical
forest

Radicals [Jand »

- Expressing actions in progress using IE7E

- Expressing sequences with %&--+-- -5k

-Rooms in a house, Chinese New Year
activities

Difference between
“uo”and“e”

Being a guestin
China

Radicals +and |~

- Talking about distance using & / %ix

- Expressing distance using MAZIB

- Using AFS / «+ -+ - B BHE

- Words for transport, distance and
directions

- Expressing possession, existence or
location with &

- Expressing adequacy with fi%/A %

- Complements expressing result

- Questions about size with (5) &k /4 / &

- Words for hotel check-in, room facilities
and everyday items

The initials:
Ilzhllllchll llshll

The art of paper-
cutting

Tone sandhi:
3rd + 3rd tones

Family inns in the
countryside

Radicals % and %

Radicals 75 and /\

- Expressing passive voice using #

- Expressing a continuing action or state
with &
CRErereer HJ constructions

- Rules and signs, history and cultural relics

Dif‘ference between
II n and

Tang poetry

and [~

Radicals Z




“m Listening and Reading Speaking and Writing

- Identifying features or tastes of

- Asking and answering

Unit7 different cuisines questions about different
NS BRI Eating out, - Understanding exchanges about dishes
Sichuan food is food and drink, orders at a restaurant - Ordering at a restaurant
really spicy! Chinese dishes - Identifying ingredients and - Asking for and giving
page 79 cooking steps of a recipe recommendations
- Writing a recipe
Unit 8 - Understanding exchanges about - Bargaining
BLIMEE—mRIJL  Shopping for bargaining - Asking for suggestions
g7 souvenirs, - Identifying prices and numbers - Writing about a shopping
Coulditbealittle  sendinga - Understanding descriptions of experience
cheaper? package by post travel experiences and details of
events

page 89

Unit 9

- Understanding descriptions of a - Talking about a place of
XEBRNFER i . place of natural beauty natural beauty through
ightseeing at s .
T bcesafiatursl | Identifying features of scenery comparison
The scenery here is Eeau - Identifying information about the - Writing about the scenery of
amazing! B location and features of scenic aplace
page 103 areas from a travel flyer
Unit 10 - Understanding descriptions of - Asking about people’s
People’s people’s appearance appearance
7 ?
b ikt 244 37 appearance, - Identifying descriptions of - Describing people’s
What does she
2 sportswear and appearance appearance
look like?
§ sizes - Writing about your best
page 113 friend’s appearance
Unit 11 - Listening for symptoms of iliness - Talking about illness
B EAETR, Seeing the - Understanding instructions for - Asking for and giving reasons
I'm not feeling doctor, illness, taking medicine - Giving advice and describing
well. healthy life styles - Understanding healthy lifestyle requirements
page 123 suggestions from a health poster - Writing tips for a healthy life
Unit 12 - Understanding information about - Talking about people’s
A . a person appearance and personalities
YVR :‘,“E;k'mln?(' Friends elmd - Identifying features of people’s - Writing about people’s
h° ; really like pﬁ rsonta isti personalities and characteristics characteristics and hobbies
= 133 characiensncs - Finding out about personality traits
page

from a quiz

Pinyin guide

page 147

Pairwork activities pages 148 and 154

Grammar reference page 160

Picture captions

page 173



Grammar and Vocabulary Cultural Corner | Character Practice

- Noun phrases with #j
- Giving instructions using imperatives

- i sentences Difference between  Eating out: Radicals 7 and %
- Flavours, food and drink, ingredients and “en”and “eng” ordering shared
cooking instructions dishes

- Duplication of verbs
-“Themore ... themore ...” ##------ Ao

- Notional passive The finals:“ian”and  Tea houses in Radicals zE and ||
- Souvenirs, prices, package and travel o Chengdu and
Longmen Zhen

experiences

- Expressing result of an action with Z||
- Expressing percentages using 432+«

BRT e [y €/ N % SERTEE Difference between ~ Famous mountains Radicals 5f and B
- Words for natural scenery, landscape “i"and“z" in China (left)

features and feelings

- Serial verb constructions
- Affirmative-negative questions
’ I%(press$g immediate actions with () The neutral tone Who is beautiful? Radicals H and -F

- Appearance, features, sportswear and sizes

- The auxiliary word 1ttt

<% and > )
- Expressing the duration of action Tone sandhi: Traditional Chinese  Radicals 7~ and X
- Symptoms of iliness, medical advice and A and — medicine

instructions, health and activities

- Wh-questions

- Difference between H— g5 and — 21 JL ) ) ,
. The auxiliary words &) / i / 18 Difference between The Confucian Radicals T and &

- Characteristics, personalities and hobbies s"and’sh personality

English translations page 174
Vocabulary list page 183



Classroom expressions

1-2

@ing gén wo du
O
Yuedl dudnwén
e 52 J 3
Wanchéng juzi
SER AT
Jintian women shang di-yi ke

SR ENT b B 2R
Qing da kai sha fan dao di-shi ye
(RTINS ol 1t i
Women xian xuéxi yixia shengci
AT S 2 —F Al

Nawei tongxué zhidao zhége ci de yisi
BIRAL [R] ~7 JROTE XA 3] 1 B
Ni  kéyi dasheng vyidianr ma
PR ATEL R — gL o
Xiamian women zud duihud lianxi

i AT A 2]
Liangrén yi zl zuo lianxi

PN —H i 252

Ba juzi fanyi chéng Zhongwén Yingwén
URCIRN 2 L L G 5
Zhdo chd yu tdpian dulying de ciyt

& th 5 B %R i
Genju tupian zaoju

M4 B 4]

Please read after me.

Read the passage.

10 & Classroom expressions

Complete the sentences.

Classroom expressions used by teachers

Q@ing ting Ityin

g W 23

Qing huida wenti

[ RCIEZ i
Xudnzé zhéngqué dd’ an
T I iff S 2L . Choose the correct answers.

Please listen to the recording.

Please answer the questions.

Today we are going to study Lesson 1.

Please open your books and turn to page 10.

Let’s study the new words first.

Who knows the meaning of this word?

Could you speak a bit louder?

Next let’s do speaking practice.

Work in pairs.

Translate the sentences into Chinese/English.

Match the words with the pictures.

Write a sentence to describe the picture.



Classroom expressions used by students

WO you yi ge wenti

BAH — I nH, | have a question.
Zhege zi da di ji shéeng
ﬁ/l\ ? 1i /Ef% JL }‘57 What tone is this character?
Zheége zi zé€nme xié
ﬁ/[\ R 5 E ‘:J ? How do you write this character?
Zhége ci shi shénme yisi
XA i & 'ﬁ“ 2 BE9 What does this word mean?
Zhé ju hua yong Yingyl  Hanyt zénme shu6
/j ﬁﬁ H 9%13,—5, / {Rln A T2 How do you say this sentence in English/Chinese?

W6 meéiydu ting qingchu nin néng choéngfu y1 bian ma

FIEA 52, 8 8 EE — W 152 1didn't hear clearly. Could you repeat that?

Nin neng shué man yididnr ma

| HE jﬁ M — 5 [ g9 Could you speak a bit more slowly?

Zhége ci keéyi zheyangyong ma

XA 1R ALk X FE FH Age Can | use the word this way?

Shénme shihou jido zuoye kadoshi

4 BHE 38 YENL 7 ik 2 When are we going to hand in the homework/have the test?

WO kéyi qu xishoujian ma

?dé H‘[U\ ib ()ﬁ,ﬁilﬁj ﬂgl? May | go to the toilet?




Places in Discover China
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Historical timeline

1A
Bingmayong
CE

FRG

qingtongma “

China

Europe/Middle East Ancient Greece

Roman Empire (Western empire)

Americas Mayan Classic period

*This timeline does not include all dynasties and eras in China’s history. The selected eras illustrate some notable contemporaneous periods in China and abroad.
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Meet the characters

Make
Mark Johnson (Z %) comes from
Brisbane. Mark went on holiday to
China after completing high school,
and decided to stay and learn Chinese
at a university in Beijing. Mark enjoys
the outdoors, and he likes surfing and
sailing.

Amanda
Amanda da Silva ([5] 2 1% ) is Mark’s
classmate, from Sao Paulo. She loves
travelling and has a keen interest in
history. As well as Chinese language,
Amanda is also taking classes in Chinese
history at the university.

Shidifa
Steve Brown (¥ %‘ %), another
classmate of Mark and Amanda's,
comes from London. He works part-
time for a UK-based magazine and
is a keen photographer. He enjoys
4 exploring different cultures, and
. meeting different people.

Wang Yu
WangYu (£ F.)wasbornin
Beijing. She knows the others from
university, where she studies music.
She has played the piano since
she was five. She likes cooking and
sports including swimming and
tennis.

Jin Yongmin
Kim Yeong-min (/\—,% 7]‘( [X. ) is also studying Chinese at the university.
He comes from Seoul. Like Wang Yu, Yeong-min is a musician, and plays
guitar in a local band. He plans to study Chinese medicine after he finishes

his courses in Chinese. Yeong-min likes to spend his free time reading and
listening to music.

¥ Character introduction



