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ABOUT THE AUTHORT

Professor Liao Jiaxiang, born in Hepu, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in 1928, graduated from and then worked at Beijing Film
Academy untill his retirement.

He was a member of China Film Association, Chinese Photographers Society, and Photographic Society of America, a council member
of Chinese Cinematographer Society, and the standing council member of Overseas Chinese Photographic Society.

He has participated in shooting numerous films and TV series along with taking many artistic photographic works, and achieving a
great reputation in his field. Some of his works include the award-winning feature films Zhen’s Hairdressing Salon, Ozone Layer Vanishes,
and Chongqing Negotiations, TV series Shan Ye (Mountain Grandpa), and the renowned art telefilm Wu Zuoren’s Painting Art.

His photographic works enjoy a wide popularity home and abroad and have been chosen for many exhibitions and published in
numberous magazines and newspapers. As early as the 1950s his works were chosen for the photography exhibition in Hanoi organized
by Chen Fuli and the shooting of large-scaled pictorial album of Beijing celebrating the 10th anniversary of the founding of the People’s
Republic. He has held many solo exhibitions in China and Australia since 1995, winning good reputation from many corners.

He has written the book Lighting in Photography and contributed to the Dictionary of Film Art. He published CDs of Liao Jiaxiang's
Photographic Collection of Flowers and Lotus Pond Concert, and produced CDs of Autumn Tale and Ode to Plum. Some of his works can be
seen in China’s Famous Photographers Works Archives and other libraries and museums, along with private collectors.
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PREFACE

The selection of photos by Prof. Liao Jiaxiang at
the Beijing Film Academy, titled Collection of Liao
Jiaxiang’s Photographic Works, was published by
China's social culture Press, offering readers a real
delight.

I memorably caught sight of the cliff paintings on
the precipitous mountains in Hexigten Banner, Inner
Mongolia. The painted potteries were excavated by
the Yaohe and Huanghe River in Qinghai and Gansu
province. They were impromptu works by ancestral
people who lived thousands of years ago in the
region.

I associated the works created by Liao Jiaxiang
after his retirement with those of the primitives to
illustrate that art, above all, is the flower seeded
with wisdom, passion, and imagination. It has been
thus for human beings since ancient times, filling our
prosaic and monotonous lives with poetic fragrance

and beauty.

We need art. Just as Herbert Spencer once
said, “Architecture, sculpture, painting, music, and
poetry, may truly be called the efflorescence of
civilized life.” Our restless and weary minds need art
for enlightenment, peace and serenity.

I hope these photographic works by Prof.
Liao Jiaxiang may enrich our readers’ lives. I
would also like to say, this photographic work has
been acknowledged as one of the best among the
Department of Cinematography in BFA. Such accolade
is a result of hard work, as opposed to natural talent.
I hope younger photographers may learn from Liao’s
dedication and devotion and strive for their own

promising future.

Lu Ming

2010.12.18

Note: Lu Ming is former deputy secretary of CPC BFA Committee, former assistant production manager of Beijing Science

and Education Film Factory, and national level choreographer. He has shot a multitude of science and education films and

documentaries. He was 85 years old when he wrote this preface.
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VIEW OF MIND

After Viewing Liao Jiaxiang’s Exhibition Of Photographic Works

Lao Liao was my teacher as well as my colleague and
friend. Our friendship of more than thirty years left me
with a deep impression of his kindness and unvarnished
character. This exhibition of 139 pieces of his work from
the last three or four years surprised and delighted me.
I love the unrestrained zoom and free frame that all the
pictures, scenes, figures, animals and flowers enjoy. They
have a certain emotional and spiritual quality. Through
these works I see a poetic, romantic, and open-minded
Lao Liao.

This touch of romance and openness comes from his
proficient command of techniques, extensive experience,
profound and unique understanding of photography,
as well as a sensitive intuition that majestically
catches the spontaneous spatial expression of natural
life. Some even say that flowers bloom for Lao Liao;
however, in my view, the flowers are actually in Lao
Liao’s mind as all his works are picturesque and poetic.

There're a cluster of works in the exhibition that
resemble traditional Chinese painting in terms of imagery
and the technique of paining mountain rocks. They use
light and dry ink and oblique brush techniques in a free
style (Mountain Impression). Trunks, branches and twigs

are depicted with wild scribblin_g of thick

ink and bold brushes (Fog Is Not Fog; The Lakeside). Lao
Liao told me that this batch of pictures were completely
natural and unaltered. So it’s clear that the great
tradition of Chinese freehand brushwork comes from
nature, not imagination, as a result of the observation
of the artist. Lao Liao’s concise and simple style is a
concrete representation of reality, but also the imagery
of mind, and a unity of form and spirit.

It is Lao Liao’s kind and unpretentious character,
rich cultural knowledge, creativity and pioneering spirit
that makes his photographic art extraordinary refined,

presenting us with such impressive art.

Note: Kong Du was a professor at the Department of

Director in Beijing Film Academy.

Kong Du
February 9, 1999
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EDITOR'S NOTE

My mind is still stirring from compiling the
Collection of Liao Jiaxiang’s Photographic Works. When
I close up my eyes I see a gray image on the top of a
mountain looking into the distance, with camera on its
back.

Mr. Liao’s pictures of the sky, the landscape, and
people, are all products of his own creative ability.
Combining tradition and modernity across many fields,
his work is richly diverse in content and form. It attempts
to unify national identity international commonality.
This album mainly focuses on natural landscapes. The
author is intent on showing his creative idiosyncrasy and
pioneering spirit with a variety of content and form.

Mr. Liao has successfully held many solo exhibitions
and enjoys a high reputation internationally. Chinese
audiences have praised his works as “a perfect
combination of emotion and natural landscape with a
lingering beauty”, “vivid and thought-provoking”, and
“creative in perspective, subject, composition, and
color”. The President of Moscow Film University said
these were “works by agreat artist and poet” after viewing
the exhibition; and Australian artists described the
works “speak and touch the soul and feel it brings true
peace and harmony to all who are lucky enough to see his
photographs. He has captured the symphony and music of
life”.

Liao is well known for his paintings, even though
he did not originally set out to be an artist. Some of
which are similar to the freehand style of Chinese
landscape paintings for example, the Morning Breeze,
and Mountain Impression, while other resemble abstract
and impressionist styles of the west, such as for example,
Autumn Day, Autumn Impression, Belgium Fantasia, and
Galloping Horses.

Professor Liao says all the works mentioned above
were taken simultaneously on the basis of genuine
imagination, a transient expression of capturing objects
at a specific time and space. If there’s any resemblance
between the photographic works and paintings, it’s just
an example of the linkage and common ground between
different artistic genres.

Mr. Liao has now retired from his professorship and
entered his eighth decade. However, he still maintains
a fresh interest in photography. On good days he still
goes out with his camera to continue to shoot images that

please both himself and his followers.

2011.01.15
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