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g Directions o

This section measures your ability to use writing to communicate in an academic

environment. There will be two writing tasks.

For the first writing task, you will read a passage and listen to a lecture and then
answer a question based on what you have read and heard. For the second task, you will

answer a question based on your own knowledge and experience.

Now listen to the directions for the first writing task.

Integrated Task

Directions: For this task, you will read a passage about an academic topic and you will

listen to a lecture about the same topic. You may take notes while you read and listen.

Then you will write a response to a question that asks you about the relationship
between the lecture you heard and the reading passage. Try to answer the question as
completely as possible using information from the reading passage and the lecture. The
question does not ask you to express your personal opinion. You may refer to the reading

passage again when you write. You may use your notes to help you answer the question.

Typically, an effective response will be 150 to 225 words. Your response will be judged

on the quality of your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content.

You should allow 3 minutes to read the passage. Then listen to the lecture. Then allow
20 minutes to plan and write your response.
© Reading

Read the passage.

Educators have long recognized that high school can be a difficult experience for many

3



A N 7 i i 2

students. Along with the stress of challenging academic work, high school can also be a
source of social, emotional, and even financial stress. One effective way of decreasing
these nonacademic kinds of stress is to require students to wear a school uniform so that

all students wear basically the same clothing.

One of the most obvious benefits of such a policy is that it makes high school more
affordable for both students and their parents. Clothing, especially trendy, fashionable
clothing, is very expensive, and teenagers usually want to have several different outfits in
their wardrobes—for some, the more the better. When there is no possibility of dressing

fashionably at school, a student’s clothing bill will go down drastically.

Furthermore, wearing the same school uniform as everyone else eliminates a
significant source of discomfort and self-consciousness for many teenagers: the uncertainty
that what they are wearing is “right” . Such anxiety interferes with a student’s ability to act

in ways that show his or her personality to advantage.

Finally, a mandatory school-uniform policy will reduce the amount of teasing and
bullying among students. Currently, many students are teased or put down simply because
they dress differently from everyone else or because they can’t afford to dress like the
majority. Once all students wear the same uniform, there will be much less opportunity for

these kinds of intimidating behaviors.

Listening
Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about.

What you've just read really is way too optimistic. It's rather easy to poke holes in the
reasoning. First off, school uniforms are themselves often quite costly—usually they are
only available from certain select stores. Plus, what kind of clothes will students put on
after school when they go meet their friends? Well, if you can’t dress trendy at school, it's
even more likely you'll want to do that after school. So kids will still demand a full wardrobe

of fashionable after-school clothes in addition to their uniforms.

To take up another point, doing away with differences in dress can affect some
students quite negatively. Many students may feel very uncomfortable—might even feel
self-conscious—about how they look when they are not allowed to select the clothes that
they wear. For many, choosing clothing is not a matter of making a fashion statement;
it is simply a way of presenting themselves in ways they feel will call attention to what

they consider their attractive features—plus they feel they can also select clothing to de-



emphasize other features they perhaps like less about themselves. So school uniforms can

actually end up increasing self-consciousness and discomfort among students.

Finally, students will always pick on other students. Dividing into groups, teasing and
bullying others for being different—these are things teenagers everywhere do because
they are at that particular stage of life. If students cannot pick on differences in dress, they
will surely find other things to pick on—things like choice in music or the kind of backpack

brought to school—any of these can easily take on as much importance as clothing.

&) Writing

Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they cast

doubt on specific points made in the reading passage.

Notes @
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Independent Task>
Directions: For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks

you to state, explain, and support your opinion on an issue.

Typically, an effective essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will
be judged on the quality of your writing. This includes the development of your ideas,
the organization of your essay, and the quality and accuracy of the language you use to

express your ideas.

You have 30 minutes to plan and complete your essay.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

One of the best ways that parents can help their teenage children prepare for

adult life is to encourage them to take a part-time job.

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Response @



