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Thailand’s First Female Prime Minister Goes
Well Gradually

As she marks a year in office this week as Thailand’s
first female prime minister, Yingluck Shinawatra’s
biggest boast could be about what hasn’t happened
during that time: a return to the chaos that has
wracked the country for much of the past six years.

@ Her achievement is more remarkable because

she is the sister of the man at the center of

Thailand’s long-running political maelstrom, former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,
who was deposed by a military coup in 2006 after being accused of corruption and
disrespect for King Bhumibol Adulyade;j.

@ “From being a novice, this is a woman who has come a long way already in one year, but
there’s much further to go for her to achieve her government’s objectives,” said Thitinan
Pongsudhirak, a political science professor at Bangkok’s Chulalongkorn University. “And
there’s also a long way from the sort of compromise and reconciliation that this country

needs.”

Only two years ago, in 2010, Thailand seemed almost ungovernable as Thaksin supporters
seeking to remove another government occupied a central part of the capital and two months
of protests deteriorated into violence that left at least 91 people dead and more than 1,700
injured. Combat troops were used to crush the protests. Just a year after that, Yingluck led
Thaksin’s political machine to a landslide victory in a general election. She had been pooh-

., Ie ol i it A et

boast [boust] n. 3| A A 8 F reconciliation [rekonsilr'eifn] n. F=f#; Hf=
wrack [vaek] v. &4 F; L& ungovernable [an'gavornabl] adj. #4746
maelstrom ['meilstra:m] n. X% % deteriorate [dr'tiriorert] v. B4k, TR
depose [dr'pouz] v. £.3%; K%k landslide ['leendslaid] n. K BEF]; oL AA
corruption [ka'rapfn] n. R 5, Bik; M% pooh-pooh v. v¥Z VA $

novice ['na:vis] n. M F %, #F femininity [,femo'nmati] n. %M £ 3L
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poohed for her lack of political experience. She was an executive in Shinawatra family
businesses — but working a combination of fresh-faced charm and her brother’s enduring
popularity, her Pheu Thai party won overwhelmingly. Yingluck famously vowed during the
campaign to use her femininity and her empathy to ease the country’s tensions.

Since taking office, Yingluck’s government has been implementing some of its election
promises in her brother’s populist mold: tablet computers for schoolchildren, credit cards
and rice price supports for farmers, tax breaks for first-time car and home purchasers, and
a substantial increase in the minimum wage. As an attractive and impeccably dressed 45-
year-old woman, Yingluck is often judged on her style, probably to her political advantage
but to the disappointment of feminists.

“Her identity is mostly defined by her gender,” said Chalidaporn Songsamphan, a political
scientist at Thammasat University in Bangkok. She noted that discussions of Yingluck’s
outfits, makeup and hairstyle often overshadow her official duties, as was the case when she
ventured out during last year’s floods in a pair of expensive Burberry mid-calf boots.

Thaksin remains the country’s “superpower”, said Korkaew Pikulthong, a Red Shirt leader
and ruling party lawmaker. But he said Yingluck is no longer as politically naive as she once
was. “She is very responsive to problems of the people and is very keen to solve them,” he
said. “And that’s the quality of a true politician.”

empathy ['empaBi] n. 1.5 APN; BHAEA  overshadow [ouvar'fedou] v. 4 % &
populist [pa:pjelist] adj. KA £ L # military coup FFHE

impeccably [1m'pekabli] adv. T3 Bt come a long way BAERABE; Eill fk
outfit [autfit] n. IRE; AE; 4FEKE&
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@ Her achievement is more remarkable because she is the sister of the man at
the center of Thailand’s long-running political maelstrom, former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra, who was deposed by a military coup in 2006 after being
accused of corruption and disrespect for King Bhumibol Adulyadej.

] P because?| F /& BE 4K & M 4] she is ... Bhumibol Adulyadej.

- former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra* the man ... political maelstrom#4 F] {35,

- who 7| 3 #4 3 FR ) P& & 15 M &) was deposed ... Bhumibol Adulyadej, #44fformer
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,

- be accused of A 3 #F #g AL AR E, &L “#ARE”

® “From being a novice, this is a woman who has come a long way already in one
year, but there’s much further for her to go for her to achieve her government’s
objectives,” said Thitinan Pongsudhirak, a political science professor at
Bangkok’s Chulalongkorn University.

- ) ¥ From being ... government’s objectives # said#9 %,
- who7| %€ #% M 4] has come ... one year, 54fia woman,
- a political ... Chulalongkorn University # Thitinan Pongsudhirak & ] 4% %,
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