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From the subject of contemporary landscape design in China, the book of Contemporary
Architecture in China — Urban Landscapes selects 28 outstanding landscape projects,
ranging from residences, parks, squares, etc. The abundance and gorgeousness constitute
the contemporary design world. Through comprehensive presentation of pictures, detailed
analysis of technical drawings and text descriptions, this book fully reveals the panorama
of contemporary landscapes in China and highlights the specific features of Chinese
landscape, which opens a window for design exchange among landscape designers home
and abroad. With a unique perspective and rich contents, the book will bring inspiration
for landscape designers.
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FOREWORD

Landscape design, to a certain extent, determines the present and
the future of the city, shapes the environment and in turn shapes
ourselves.

Landscape, it is our culture and our ideas reflected on the earth; it almost
is our desire, our perseverance, our limitations, our fears..It basically
sketches the outline of the state and appeals of being a civilised man.

Each year, Chinese people embark on a construction spree with
around half of the world's cement or other building materials. The
most massive and burgeoning urbanization creates endless wealth,
opportunities and problems as well, which, of course, creates an
exceptional "golden age" for landscape design.

For the industry of landscape design, this is an era filled with orders,
one in which orders continuously generate new design firms; this is
an era in which government and developers invariably attach great
importance to the “quality” of landscape; this is an era in which affluent
areas and the affluent classes attempt to define or need to be defined
by the environment; this is an era in which design companies can
make money despite their varying qualities; this is also an era in which
the land and environmental pollution are intensified, and in which the
relationship between people and the land increasingly deteriorates.

Yes, we can easily see the "golden age” from the cases of landscape
design of the period. Based on the prosperous mentality brought by
the growth of social wealth, the cases include direct copy of a variety of
"peep show”; complicated application of gorgeous materials (expensive
natural stones, exotic plants, etc.); and also design renderings brimming
with the atmosphere of the flourishing age.

Landscape, for the government, is a calling card of city, a governor
image project and a standard of a garden city; for real estate
developers, is a social status symbol, one of deciding factor of property
prices, an integral part of the real estate culture. Landscape designers,
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unprecedentedly, have become an indispensible pen of the era, which
directly describes hobbies, funs, and vigorous material desires of this era.

People cannot avoid being coerced by the times. Even if they are
coerced, the power of thinking, after all, is sprouting. What is a good city?
Good dwelling? Good landscape? Good design? If we are not always
following a slogan, then, what is ecology? Sustainable development?
Consciousness and creativity of the landscape?

We fortunately see the efforts for some ideas presented in the
landscape works, which demonstrate “other things” beyond the “golden
age” prosperity. These things involve thinking and inheritance upon
traditions, emphasis and promotion of regions, regeneration and
utilisation of former industrial site, care and help for social vulnerable
groups, remediation and restoration of contaminated lands, sociological
understanding and remodeling of urban public space, discussion of the
new boundary of urban - rural relationship, and so forth.

This kind of thinking and work, as it were, will eventually become a
mainstream and a prairie fire. Nowadays in China, landscape, of course,
remains committed to exploring and creating environmental and visual
beauty, rather than being confined to it. Furthermore, it will become the
subject and power to solve contemporary environmental problems, or it
should not only be confined to dressing up for the city, but work for the
health of the city as well.

Contemporary Architecture in China — Urban Landscape truly brings
together many contemporary landscape works. It is the abundance that
constitute the contemporary design world, which has a precious value
as “archives” and "bibliography”. The compilation task is arduous. On the
occasion of publishing this book, here are some thoughts and reflection
as the foreword.

PANG Wei
May 2012, Guangzhou
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CONGHUA HOT SPRING VILLAS

Conghua, Guangdong Province
PLACE Design Group
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Site Area: 150,000m-*

Completion Time: 2008

Designer: PLACE Design Group
Photographer: MF Advertising Agency
A HBEAR . 150000

EAETE: 20085

SWMigit: LFENRITER

BRI 0 SREAE

Incorporating the natural beauty and unique therapeutic spring water
found on this site was a key strategy for this project. Complex issues
involving dramatic level changes and reservation of existing vegetation
in key areas were finally resolved through super modern design of the
project...

Conghua Hot Springs Villa is located in an area quite that is famous
for its spring water. The Place Design Group works closely with the
client to create stunning living environments that are fully coordinated
with and complement architectural design. The project combines the
unique advantage of geography of Conghua with the design of modern
residential building to create a high quality residential area including its
own spas with natural spring water. The refreshing warm water in the
Conghua Hot Spring froths to the surface at 12 different springs and the
clear water are enriched with more than 10 kinds of rich minerals like
calcium, magnesium, and sodium, and it enjoys an average temperature of
60 degrees centigrade.

The landscape design of this project has been integrated with the
modern and contemporary architectural design in order to create a very
open and prosperity atmosphere. Simultaneously, the landscape design
uses the technique of stepwise introduction, which will take you from
a scenic hillside to a water feature area at the entrance through to the
community square where a large level change has been utilised in an
imaginative way.
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Public Park Legend:

1. Water feature

2. Avenue link to hotel

3. Geometric tree layout

4. Spiral hill mound with lookout
5. Water feature into hole

6. Mews

7. Broad lawn terraces

8. Residents roundabout
9. Feature wall slices
10. Sugare with palms
11. Terraced gardens
12. Clubhouse entry
13. Hotel

14, Turnaround

/N
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

nHEAEEG):

HEKE

EREENAE 915

JUEAFATR
ERE LR R
HEKS

INE
RAERES







BERERESWBFNFERBREAZTENLEEFE, FFEAXHE
ESREAFHEENESENL, URTEXHADHEKIRE . HLEE
BERZIZIE B AR ETR T L7 E] 5T ERIBER

MR RANEREF— LS RBENHT ., TFHRITEASE
FREZVINED, RiTCIBEEREBNNEFHESN, HFESEHLMN
BRBUROMIE T, ZHERBM R —E BB AR EERE
HRITHEE S, AEd—1PERRNEEX, HRERTHACHAAR
Ro MUBRFHEEKIENRATSEZ12MARRKNERE. &
BORKEEREZS10SFMT YR, tbwss. M. ©OTREERA
60 BREZLH,

ENRITELERMATHEANERRITES, MNIEBEE - EEHF
HMETHEE. XMMEMNSWRITRATELS| WG, LE2HIRE—
MRENENNLE, RAEREAOLMR T HRKERE, BEAKF
BRET—PERNEE, HANLRIER.

g b~ 0N = bW

.Central square

. Overview

. Cascade into lake
.Turnaround

Villa entry
Rl

2R

PR NGH
SREIFSk
CRIEARD



Master Plan:
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Detail Plan:
1. Site boundary
et tree planting
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ap pool (min 1500mm depth)
Timber deck over pool
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Clubhouse Pool & Spas:
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. Broad stairs to club pool
. Upper level club pool

with tension edge

. Pool bar
. Upper level sun deck

with sun lounges

. Cascade into lower pool

Feature tree in planter

. Intermediate terrace level

with tables and chairs

. Spas in natural setting,

Informal pathway links pools

. Water rill cantilevered over lower pool

10. Lower level club pool with tension edge
11. Cascade into lake

12. Spiral staircase link to dining deck
13. Dining deck with tables and chairs
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SHENYANG VANKE HIGH-RISE RESIDENCE

Shenyang, Liaoning Province

WSP Architects
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Site Area: 52,659m’

Building Area: 105,318m’
Design/Completion Time: 2006/2007
Designer: WSP ARCHITECTS

Planning & Architecture: WU Gang,

PEI Minghua, CAO Jie, LI Chongguang
Landscape Design: WANG Hongli, YU Fan,
GUO Chungang, LIU Ying

Photographer: SHU He/Shu He Photography,
Hiromatsu Misako and SONG Yuming/Ruijing
A HIEAR : 52659 5K
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Master Plan

This project is located near the university town in Hunnan District in
Shenyang. Cornfield texture is still applied in the design to form the
venation of idyllic scene. The axes formed by the roads in the city extend the
city venation. These two venations interweave each other and integrate
planning, architecture and design under the same theme. In the overall
planning, the multiple space system are superposed based on the original
texture, and the unit design is elaborately fused with the applied functions
and the local culture elements. The high-rise towers enclosed to form the
inside courtyard, and the dynamic north slab tower becomes the symbolic
building of the community and the gate of the university town. At the
same time, designers also rethought the differences between designed
and practical constructions.

The pathways, courtyards, gallery, water features, sales office as well as the
buildings in the community all keep to the networking systems, overlying
each other, which form a set of integrated living system. Longitudinal
system spread out the whole living area. The gallery connects twelve
residential buildings for the convenience of the residences. There are four
units of boxes as the theme landscapes, namely, four courtyards of metal,
wood, water and earth. The sales office near the entrance also adopts the
box architecture style. The interior design of the sales office also follows
the same logic, with the sinuous gallery connecting the interior function
units. The running water in the courtyard twists and turns, running
through the whole courtyard.

The elevation of the building only retains the handrail of the balcony, air-
condition place and louver which is used for shading the air-conditioner.
All the other decorations are removed. The integrated effect is achieved
through the construction of the wall itself, the terrace and other
necessary elements. Meantime, the vision of two layers of surfaces is
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