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From among the various folk paper-cuts throughout the whole country, the 12
Shu Xiang (the popular name of Sheng Xiao) is one of the most popular themes.
Shu Xiang'is also called Sheng Xiao (the names of 12 symbolic animals as-
sociated with a 12-year cycle). Sheng refers to the year of a person's birth,
Xiao means similarity. The fact that Sheng Xiao takes 12 years to form a
cycle is originated from the ancient Chinese calendar in which the years are
designated by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches. The matching of
12 kinds of animals and | the 12 Earthly Branches produces the 12 years of
Zishu, Chouniu, Yinhu, Maotu Chenlong Shishe, Wuma, Weiyang, Shenhou,
Youji, Xugou and Haizhu. The 12 §heng Xiao is arranged in the order of the
daily activities of the 12 animals.

It is at least before Northern and Southern Dynasties that the associating
‘between the 12 Earth Bra_ﬁ'c':hes of animals and the years of human birth came
into being. It became more prevalent in Tang Dynasty. People connect the
habits and characteristics of the animals with the different dispositions of
human's birth years and even one's whole life. Thereby, the Sheng Xiao Cul-
ture with typical Chinese characteristics is established. The folk paper-cuts,
which express the themes of 12 symbolic animals, demonstrate the people's
explicit recognition of the Sheng Xiao Culture in the era of farming. They are
not only for decoration, but also express people's wishes to life.
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The tenth of the twelve Earthly Branches - The Cock

You Shi refers to the time from 5pm to 7pm. The sun sets down the remote
mountain, the cock is back to its coop to sleep at this period of time. So this
period of time belongs to the cock.

In the ancient time, the Chinese people thought that the cock is transformed
from Yuheng Planet, and it is the symbol of the south and the symbol of fire
in the five elements. Itis a long time since Chinese people began to worship
the cock. In the speeches of the ancient Chinese people, five virtues are
embodied in the cock: loyalty, bravery, mercy, righteousness, and faith. The
folk tells that the cock can kill the ghost and the ghost is very afraid of the
cock. Therefore, in the past, people made the paper-cut of the images of
the cock and pasted them on the door and the windows. Some of them
pasted the spring festival picture of "the golden cock guards the house" on
the door. As Ji (the cock) and Ji of Jixiang(auspiciousness) shares the
homophony, people thought the cock might bring auspiciousness to their
families by doing so.
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TS 14 4.6cm x 9.4cm
The Kid Plays with the Cock
Gaomi, Shandong 4.6cm x 9.4cm

Paper-cut e Symbolic Animals - the tenth of the t v Branches - The Cock







BR2G (BAE)  Peib%esE #{meE 13.2cm x 11.5cm

The Hen (window decoration)
Ansai, Shan'xi Cao Dianxiang 13.2cm X 11.5¢m

Paper—cut - The Twelve Symbolic Animals - the tenth of the twelve Earthly Branches



