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With the rapid development of economy and tremendous changes of technology in
contemporary China, people are no longer satisfied with the existing living conditions and
they raise higher demands towards comfort, variety, selectivity and adaptability. From that
point, in addition to ensuring the supply efficiency of houses, it is increasingly important
to improve the functional quality in residential space design. The “human-oriented”
concept pays more attention to building relationship between dwelling space and natural
context, satisfying the basic functions of houses and at the same time endowing them
with a deeper sense. From the perspective of designers, the requirements of clients and
developing trend of houses bring more opportunities and challenges for them.

The book, Houses, aims to investigate the relationship between dwelling space and natural
context and to summarize the development trend of residential design in future China by
collecting projects of renowned local designers. Each project in the book is illustrated with
beautiful images, delicate drawings and a detailed description to showcase the innovative
ideas of the designer in a clear and systematic way.
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B FOREWORD

House is undoubtedly considered as the most common, important
and speciai architectural form. The conscious behaviour of dwelling
symbolises the beginning of construction activity in human history.
At the same time, the evolution and development of dwelling space
chronicles the growth of human civilization.

Family is the "cell” of human society and house as the “container” of family
life is the physical home for all the dreams of human beings. In Western
countries, architects are educated to begin their careers from designing
small houses. Usually, after graduating from school, students majoring
in architectural design are required to communicate with clients about
their requirements and work on site in order to improve the abilities
to perceive life and deal with materials and details. Through years of
practicing, they gradually have a clear and deep understanding of daily
life demand and architectural designs, which lays a solid foundation for
their later careers to meet bigger challenges.

People do not have their own land under the specific land policy in
China, and thus they cannot design their own houses completely.
However, architects manage to create "dream home” for clients to realise
some of their dreams for living. In addition, more and more architects
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endeavour to improve the living environment and to satisfy modern
living requirements. Cases selected in this book are good examples to
show efforts they have made.

In the past 20 years, the urban society has experienced rapid yet
extensive development in China. In that period, simple and superficial
imitation of foreign styles is hotly pursued in residential design. The
main reasons for that are developers’ interest in quick profit and lack
of values and aesthetic accomplishiment. Besides, more attentions are
paid on public architecture design and less systematic research into
residential design has been made in a long time. Excellent residential
projects are relatively few and not being promoted in effective ways.
However, selecting residential projects that embody global outlook and
sustainable, cultural and modern living modes, this book elaborates
the diversified living requirements in contemporary China and is worth
reading.

ZHANG Lei

Chief architect of AZL Architects

Professor at School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Nanjing University
Director of Architectural Design and Research Institute
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CONCRETE SLIT HOUSE
Nanjing, Jiangsu Province
ZHANG Lei, MENG Fanhao, CAl Menglei, LU Yuan, TANG Xiaoxin

RRTEZE
IHE AR
WE, B, HPE, BE, ERF

Gross Floor Area: 270m
Completion Time: 2007

Architect: ZHANG Lei, MENG Fanhao,
CAlI Menglei, LU Yuan, TANG Xiaoxin
Photographer: lwan Baan

BHmER: 270K

EAEHE: 2007

Bt K&, &S,

BHE, BE, BRI

BRE: PO K

The project is located in Nanjing city and differs from the surrouding houses
built in the 1920s in style. Architects choose concerete rather than grey brick
as the main material and create an abstract form. The deck in the outside
courtyard, floor inside as well as wall and ceilings are completely covered
with wooden stripe (2 inches long), making it rich in nostalgia. The Z-shaped
glass slit brings aboundant sunlight into the interior, forming the main
feature of the entire house.

The logical rationality of the Concrete Slit House can be expressed through
the following points: the integrity of the interior elements, the harmony
of the functional and spatial system, the transparency of the exterior
facade and interior surface, the continuity between architecture and the
surroundings, and the relationship between architecture and the paved site.

The staircase inside divides the interior into two parts and stands out
from the entire structure, making the two parts vertically detached and
forming a fissure. A zigzagging band of glass cleaves the 2,900-square-foot
house in two and brings daylight inside. Slit is used to link the two parts
with half floor height difference: a 2-floor-height living area and a 1.5-floor
dining area, both of which can overlook each other. Located in a historical
neighbourhood in Nanjing and surrounded by grey-brick houses with a
history of 100 years, the house differs in textile from the surroundings but
shares the same quality in essence. The cast-in-place concrete wall and the
precast facade and roofing emphasizes the division of the two parts and the
fissure is stressed at the same time to form an external contrast between the
house itself and the surroundings.
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Section
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6. Staircase
7.Sitting room
8. Study

6. 4

7. REE

8. #E



Ground Floor Plan:

1. Outdoor wooden deck
2. Bathroom

—EFEmE:
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2. BHjg
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POETS RESIDENCES
Gaochun, Nanjing, Jiangsu
ZHANG Lei, SHEN Kaikang, ZHANG Ang

FAEE
%A R A
WE, AFHE, KB

Gross Floor Area: 580m‘ (Ye Residence), 860m? (Wang Residence)
Completion Time: 2007

Architect: ZHANG Lei, SHEN Kaikang, ZHANG Ang
Photographer: lwan Baan, Nacasa & Partners

BIER: 580F 7 K(ITE)+860F 77 K(EE)

R ETE]: 20074

BRIt KE, HIFR, KB

BEW: FH - &, MESEIES

Owners of the houses are not rich men, but they cherish countryside life as

other ordinary people in China. Now, their dream is realised after a

of pursuit. The main material of red brick, popular in local area, is pro

by the nearby brickkiln and the construction team are local farmers. Thus
. the budget of the entire house is 800RMB/m-. Architects and owners

interact actively through the entire process. The residences are more a

project that makes common people’s dream towards countryside life come
true than a design work that belongs to architects

Located by Shijiu Lake in Gaochun County, Poets Residences are owned by
two poets who are friends as well. The site enjoyed a strong local flavour
with a brick kiln to produce terracotta brick for nearby residences. The
design adopts the theme of “courtyard” which is expressed in the site
and interior spaces. The two houses are respectively designed with tv

different layouts: courtyard enclosed on three sides and courtyard enclosed

on four sides. In addition, the functional spaces can be arranged in the
shape of right angles as well as in a linear way for the sake of the expansive

site. The various and continuous circulation lines for communication

movement, relaxation and exhibition composed the main elements of
the interior which are as well the rational choice under the low technique
condition.

The key feature of the two houses is of course the exterior wall: the main

structure is closely wrapped up with red brick to highlight the local style

Site Plan Three different textures of brick made up the facade. An interlocking patterr

BEEE leaves perforations between bricks and protruding bricks cast

along the wall. Windows punctuate the texture and the brickwork along

edges of these portals further develops abstract geometric relations while
remaining loyal to the structural logic.







