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/ Man Is Here for the Sake
of Other Men

By Albert Einstein

Strange is our situation here upon earth. Each of us comes
for a short visit. not knowing why, yet sometimes seeming to
speculate a purpose.

From the standpoint of daily life, however, there is one
thing we do know that man is here for the sake of other men
above all for those upon whose smile and well-being our own
happiness depends, and also for the countless unknown souls
with whose fate we are connected by a bond of sympathy. Many
times a day I realize how much my own outer and inner life is
built upon the labors of my fellow men, both living and dead,
and how earnestly I must exert myself in order to give in return
as much as | have received. My peace of mind is often troubled
by the depressing sense that I have borrowed too heavily from
the work of other men.

To ponder interminably over the reason for one’s own
existence or the meaning of life in general seems to me. from an
objective point of view, to be sheer folly. And yet everyone holds
certain ideals by which he guides his aspiration and his judgment.
The ideals which have always shone before me and filled me
with the joy of living are goodness, beauty, and truth. To make
- a goal of comfort and happiness has never appealed to me; a
- system of ethics built on this basis would be sufficient only for a
“herd of cattle.
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Words and Expressions:

speculate v. B2, HEil in general —fBtT & . & A3
for the sake of 3 T from one’s point of view M A
exert vi. B, B AR SRR

peace _.o__f_mind AL g aspiration n. JEHE, [

r LB BB appeal to R A




2 True Love

Moses Mendelssohn. the grandfather of the well-known
German composer, was far from being handsome. Along with a
rather short stature. he had a grotesque hunchback.

One day he visited a merchant in Hamburg who had a lovely
daughter named Frumtje. Moses fell hopelessly in love with her.
But Frumtje was repulsed by his misshapen appearance.

When it came time for him to leave, Moses gathered his
courage and climbed the stairs to her room to take one last
opportunity to speak with her. She was a vision of heavenly
beauty, but caused him deep sadness by her refusal to look at
him. After several attempts at conversation. Moses shyly asked,
“Do you believe marriages are made in heaven?”

“Yes,” she answered, still looking at the floor, “and
do you?”

“Yes [ do,” he replied. *You see, in heaven at the birth of
each boy, the lord announces which girl he will marry. When I
was born, my future bride was pointed out to me. Then the lord
added, ‘But your wife will be humpbacked. ™"

“Right then and there I called out, “Oh lord, a humpbacked
woman would be a tragedy. Please, lord, give me the hump and
let her be beautiful. ™

Then Frumtje looked up into his eyes and was stirred by
some deep memory. She reached out and gave Mendelssohn her
hand and later became his devoted wife.
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Words and Expressions:
far from iEIE hunchback n. &7
short stature B #H%&/]s repulse vi. FE 4

grotesque adj. 7509, HAERY then and there %43, 37 B



3 Churchill’s Speech

I have nothing to offer but blood. toil, tears, and sweat.
We have before us an ordeal of the most grievous kind. We have
before us many, many months of struggle and suffering. You
ask, what is our aim? I can answer in one word. It is victory.
Victory at all costs—victory in spite of all terrors—victory,
however long and hard the road may be, for without victory
there is no survival.

Let that be realized. No survival for the British Empire, no
survival for all that the British Empire has stood for, no survival
for the urge. the impulse of the ages, that mankind shall move
forward toward his goal.

I take up my task in buoyancy and hope. 1 feel sure that our
cause will not be suffered to fail among men. I feel entitled at
this juncture, at this time, to claim the aid of all and to say,
“Come then, let us go forward together with our united
strength.”
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Words and Expressions:

toil n. 3 buoyancy n. F2HME R

ordeal n. M™IEAI I T HEA L entitled adj. A YEHEHD . A BRI
i ; 5 e juncture n. AFZ), Atz

at all costs A AT {8 4
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4 The First Snow

By Henry Wordsworth Longfellow

The first snow came. How beautiful it was, falling so
silently all day long. all night long, on the mountains, on the
meadows. on the roofs of the living. on the graves of the dead!
All white save the river, that marked its course by a winding
black line across the landscape; and the leafless trees, that
against the leaden sky now revealed more fully the wonderful
beauty and intricacies of their branches. What silence. too.
came with the snow, and what seclusion! Every sound was
muffled, every noise changed to something soft and musical. No
more tramping hoofs, no more rattling wheels! Only the
chiming of sleigh-bells, beating as swift and merrily as the hearts
of children.
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Words and Expressions:

meadow n. R, $ig R

save prep. B-e---LLAk intricacies n. &2

mark its course #7% HH & Ff £ it was muffled (A8 ) 8 M 21§
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against the leaden sky 8 KB K




