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Many people have truly complicated—and often polarized—feelings toward
America. Due to these mixed feelings, it is difficult to objectively view America,
but perhaps those feelings are evidence that these people have a very strong
interest in America. It is unfortunate that neither those who like or dislike
America seem to accurately understand the nation. Based on nationalism, one
side cries out for the rejection of America; while the other side embraces
America. In this sense, it is now more important than ever to strive to

objectively view America in the era of globalization.

| had always wanted to create a series of books on America decades ago.
However, back then, | didn’t know much about America, nor did | have the
confidence to write about America as | felt that | would be scorned by the many
experts on America. But after deciding that the time has come for me to write about
America, | published this three-volumed series after working on it for two years.
Even though | lived in America—as a visiting professor—for only about a year
and a half, | encountered topics on America on a daily basis from the media over a
10-year period while | lived in Europe. Whether | wanted it or not, | have had

significant exposure to America, and | take pride that | have worked hard to



understand its society and people. This three-volumed series on America is based

on such experience and knowledge.

The series consists of these three volumes: Volume 1: The People—from
America’s democracy and constitution to its social problems, and from the
immigration history to American life style, this volume tries to give a full picture
of American life; Volume 2: The History—it tells about the history of the U.S.
from Columbus’ discovering America to its growing to be the only superpower
in the world; and Volume 3: The Presidents—the volume shows how American
presidents, from Washington to Obama, influences the U.S. and even the
world. Volume 3 was added because it's difficult to understand America without
understanding the various aspects and characteristics of the U.S. presidents and the

U.S. presidency.

| hope that these books will not only help dispel any wrong illusions about
America but also enable my readers to accurately view America, free from any
unreasonable prejudices. | am grateful to my dear readers and those who

contribute to the editing and publishing of the series!

Won-bok Rhie
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1st President

George Washington .

America’s Founding Father Who Laid the Foundation of Democracy

A shrine for the common man
shall be laid on top of this stone!

éf@ﬁ:ﬁ

George Washington

February 22, 1732~December 14, 1799

Birth Place Pope’s Creek, Virginia

Wife Martha Dandridge Custis 1731~1802

Children None / 2 children from wife's
ex-husband
Vice President John Adams

George Washington, a great man, is most
respected by Americans as their national
father and even as a sage.

state.

His name lives on as the names of the
capital city of the United States and a

Most significantly, Washington served as the
first president of the United States.

He was elected to the presidency, an office
that did not exist in any other country.

Dunno, probably a

Lo king elected by the

‘president’?

unprecedented,

A president is
elected every four

As an elected leader, which was

That’s not very
impressive for a

he laid the foundation of a new nation by
admirably overcoming obstacle after
obstacle where there was no precedent to
follow. '

| will establish a
strong nation on
this foundation...




Born as the son of a wealthy plantation
owner in Virginia,

Good fortune,
to be born as the son of a
rich white man...

Washington left school at the age of 15.

Hey, I'm not the

Young Master, did
studious type!

you stop going to
school?

He wasn'’t as knowledgeable in history
as Thomas Jefferson* or resourceful as
James Madison™*,

Complicated stuff
isn’t for me...

*The 3rd president **The 4th president

but he was a great leader who could
inspire people with his clear judgment
and prominent leadership.

His half-brother Lawrence was a great
influence on the young Washington.

We encountered
a Spanish ship
during our
navigation!

Attracted by Lawrence’s stories on military
life, he tried to enlist in the British Navy.

Yes, @ man should"fight
at sea...

<

However, his widowed mother persuaded

him otherwise, so instead of joining the

navy, he worked as a land surveyor for six
of15.

*Washington the surveyor (right)

When he was 21 (1753), he joined
the Virginia militia,

and later on was detached to the regular
British army to fight in the French and Indian
War.

l French and Indian Wc\rJ

1754~1763

After the war, Washington returned to
the Mount Vernon plantation he had
inherited from his parents.

At that time, he met his wife-to-be Martha
Dandridge Custis,

the widow of Daniel Parke Custis, once the
richest man in Virginia.

Martha Dandridge
Custis

1731 Born

1750 Married to Custis
1757 Widowed

1759 Remarried to

ﬁ"“‘ e

*Washington's Mount Vernon residence

Washington




Through his marriage to Martha in 1759,
Washington came to own more than 3,000
slaves and 17,000 acres of land.

with lots of land
and slaves!

Married well,
and now have
two children

He eventually became one of the
wealthiest men in Virginia, with his land
holdings alone reaching 22,000 acres.

Wish there was another
widow like Martha!

Washington’s
made it!

After Washington became president, his
slaves outnumbered the civil servants
employed by the U.S. federal
govemment.
s 00
¥ 5
Q’B 00) 385!
I
Fed gov't civil Washington's
servants slaves

Perhaps this is why he refused to serve a
third term as president.

Why do | argue
all the time with

bureaucrats who
are outnumbered
by my slaves?

I'd rather live
comfortably back

Anyway, when the Independence War
started, Washington emerged from his
quiet life at Mount Vernon and became
commander of the colonial forces.

*Washington crossing the Delaware River

He overcame all sorts of hardship and
finally won victory, achieving
independence for America.

This picture is said
to be an idealized
depiction.

After winning the Independence War,
Washington returned to his hometown
without any lingering attachments.

I leave before people

accuse me of being a
boastful general

returning in triumph.

| like home where |
have my wife and
slaves!

However, in 1787, he became the
representative of Virginia,

General, this job
is for you!

and finally, in 1789, he was elected as the
first president of the United States.

Number of

Votes per

Candidate
(O 6. Washington 69
J. Adams 34
J. Jay

Elected!

0

I~ J.Rutledge
J. Hancock

G. Clinton

Standing tall at 188cms, George
Washington was a physically imposing

Although he was a war hero who had
achieved victory in the Independence War,
Washington’s reputation as a soldier was
no match for his reputation as a man with
impeccable character.

Instead, what earned him immortal fame
was his decision, as the first president, to
leave office on his own initiative.




When America was born as a country
and Washington became inaugurated as
its first president,

the American people didn't understand the
concept of presidency.

It’s supposed to exist
only in America.

President?
Democracy?

Most people thought the president was an
‘elected king.’

Well, since there’s no king
in America, | suppose the

So kings can be first one has to be elected.

elected too?

Washington conducted himself in such
fashion.

Social classes will not
disappear.

His attitude bore an air of regalia, and he
desired to be treated like a king.

Like the kings of other nations who referred
to themselves in the third person,

| guess a king
couldn’t refer
to himself as I,
like his subject.

He said you are
welcome to this
country...

Washington also referred to himself in the
third person.

He wishes to be

3 Yes, Sire!
served dinner! ’

He held numerous receptions and parties
modeled after those held by European

royalty,

and traveled throughout America like ther
British Queen.

Ny

The people received him with splendid
welcoming ceremonies as if he were a king.

Long Live HUQRAY
Washington! HURRAH
Long Live His
My | é /

u.“mi

He probably dreamed that America, one
day, would become stronger than Britain
or France, perhaps as a much more
powerful empire.

Empire State
(Emperor’s State: New

*Empire State Building



Washington’s regal manner

He must think he’s a
real king!

strengthened the newly created U.S.
presidency in the new nation known as
America from the very beginning.

Washington was
instrumental in

empowering the
Office of President!

More than anyone else, Washington
helped shape the U.S. presidency, where
there was no precedent

to follow. ( -

*White House Logo

The 10-year period that followed
Washington's inaugural year of 1789 was
marked by division and political infighting
more than any time in U.S. history.

Anti-
federdlists

Federalists

We can create a

Federalists who wanted to create an
even stronger federal govemment

only if a strong federal
government rules over

strong nation and directs the states!

Federal Gov't

severely clashed with Anti-federalists who
wanted to retain independence and
autonomy of the states.

but it should be kept
small and only serve
as a control tower!

A central
government is
necessary,

Washington evenly appointed cabinet

members from both sides to balance
Federalists fedzrn:xllgs'rs

and mediate the situation that could have
led to a bloody confrontation.

When the Whiskey Rebellion, an uprising of
thousands of farmers who opposed a tax on
whiskey, occurred,

you'll reduce the

demand for whiskey!
Are we to

starve to death?

If you suddenly raise
the tax on whiskey just
because of the lack of
budget funds,

he used force to put it down, and in doing
so preserved the dignity of the
government. 7

By using both carrot and stick,
Washington showed virtuoso leadership
skills.

When his second term ended in 1797, the
people requested that he continue to serve
as president.

No,
You should be

President forever!




