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Transition

Change—evolution—transform

We awaken each day to new circumstances, circumstances that require
new understanding, tolerance, and awareness. The nature of existence is
accommodating to change, and how we manage that change is what determines
our success. The ability to use the accumulated knowledge that we have gained
through experience, education, and training provide the ground upon which we
stand, when this ground shifts, do we see this as a crisis or an opportunity?

This yearlong project, involving the students from the Photographic Institute of the
Beijing Film Academy and the Department of Art at the University of Minnesota, has
provided an opportunity to examine the concept of transition and the effect it has on
their lives. Students were asked to explore visually some aspect of change that they
have come to understand as altering the way they perceive and understand the
world around them. Some use personal narratives while others illustrate through
a documentary style, the evolving landscape. As students it is often difficult to
perceive change when living in real time, this project provided the medium and the
opportunity to step back and to reflect on their own assumptions.

Each of the students as well as their professors has had the opportunity to visit
another culture and to experience the differences in the underlying assumptions
upon which the cultures have been built. Each student arrived at his or her
work through their individual experience, often finding in each other's culture
and background remarkable similarities that unite the work. The transition in
contemporary photographic technology has led to new means of representation
and students have responded with many images that would have been difficult
or problematic with film technology. The digital transition has given students and
professionals alike a new immediacy and a freedom to experiment.

The intention of this project and the larger program Walking and Discovering is
predicated on the belief that we are better off learning form and with each other.

Thomas Rose

Art Director of the Transitions Chinese—American image communication program
Teacher of University of Minnesota visiting China in 2012
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Feel the Contemporary World

“No man ever steps in the same river twice." said Heraclitus.

Standing by the riverside, the master sighed: "May time go on and on like this, never
ceasing day and night."

All the changes, or things in the process of change, are the existent forms of our
world that is both familiar and strange. It is a good idea to feel, understand, record
and express from distinctive perspectives, to convey the cultural difference of
various cultural traditions and cultural forms, to combine them in the communication
and recognition process and to present them in an independent, unpredictable and
skillful way. Through the images with different interests, contents and styles, we can
clearly feel Chinese and American college students' determination and sincerity in
constructing an age with tolerant, harmonious and multi-dimensional culture.

On the basis of last art cooperation "Crisis", Beijing Film Academy and Department
of Art, University of Minnesota developed another communication program on the
topic of "Transitions". Since both Chinese and American students are confronted
with the rapid changing era, we explored the outward changes and the inner-ward
changes to different extents and from different perspectives.

Everything in the images happened right now, and it is the contemporary existence.
Of course, the existence will ultimately turn to relics.

Tang Dongping

Art Director of the Transitions Chinese—American image communication program
Teacher of Beijing Film Academy visiting US in 2011
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The Largeness and Smallness
of the World

The largeness of the world could allow people to go anywhere with their cameras.
In measuring the world, we discover something beyond our imagination, and
ultimately, understand the essence of everything is changing. In other words, the
most significant glamor of understanding world is its various transitional states.
Collecting the images from the world and coming back to the very first origin, we
suddenly found that the so-called familiar world become so unfamiliar. That is
because we have different perspective and then there is a brand—-new coordinate
system.

After hiking and discovering, we have to redefine ourselves. The world turns to be
so small. Strangers living thousands miles away become strikingly familiar through
lens. Although westerners and easterners have quite different image expressions,
the image perceptions are similar actually.

Using the image language, the works "TRANSITIONS" by 33 students and teachers
in Beijing Film Academy and Department of Art in University of Minnesota not only
try to discover the breadth of realistic change, but also explore the depth of the
transition.

Zhu Jiong

Art Director of the Transitions Chinese—American image communication program
Teacher of Beijing Film Academy visiting US in 2012
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2011 Walker Avt Center. Midnight Party. the collection.

2011 Runner Runner Gallerv. Minneapolis. The Chinese Pictures.

2001 Yale University. Hass Family Arts and Architecture Library Structure Explored: Architectural
Themes in the Book Arts.

2001 Timeless Gallery. Beijing. China. Ghost Stories.
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Creation Introduction

Transitions occur everyday. but we don't pay attention to them as we live our lives on a schedule. Only when we take time
to explore, wander, and wonder do we become aware of the changing nature of our experience. These images are part
photograph and part constructed drawing. It is my intention in these works to present my experiences as a Western Artist
observing in China. My observations are focused on symbol. architecture and a sense of place
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