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Learning a language can be a scary ordeal. It’s a
complicated, daunting monster that can frighten even the
surest of students into silence. But it’s not impossible to
overcome. People learn a language best when immersed
in the environment of that language. However, how can
you best equip a person for the numerous conversational
situations that take place on a daily basis? That was the
problem I tried to solve when I first set out to write this
book.

When 1 first started teaching English in Taiwan, the first
thing that I noticed was the hesitation to speak. Students
lacked the confidence to say what was on their mind. While
they possessed a wide vocabulary bank and understood many
grammar rules, they were unable to fit all the pieces together.
Most importantly, they were unsure of themselves when it
came to speaking and what to say in certain situations. So
what did they do? They shut up.

A conversation takes place not with just a single
individual, but between two. You can memorize all the
vocabulary words you want and be able to conjugate verbs,
but until you can put it all together, you have not mastered a

language.

I have had many a student come and tell me that they
cannot speak English well, but that if they memorize more
vocabulary words, they can then hold a conversation. While
it is important for students to learn and memorize vocabulary
words and the basic rules of a language (i.e. grammar), it



1s equally important for them to learn how to shape those
words and phrases into a meaningful whole and how to use
the language in a social context.

This book is designed to give students an interesting and
insightful look into various social situations that they might
come across on a daily basis, in which they can usefully and
purposefully practice their English. With over 200 situations
and 18-20 useful sentences and phrases to go along with

each situation, students can achieve a level of competence
they didn’t have before.

By learning these expressions and phrases, students will
be armed to go into the real world and communicate on a
level that can be understood by native speakers. However,
in order to be successful, you have to practice and use what
you’ve learned. If you don’t practice what you’ve learned,
you forget what you’ve learned.

My hope is that this book will help encourage students
to dive into a conversation and to keep it going, that they
~will find what’s in this book helpful. It is by no means a
comprehensive book with the answer to everything, but
hopefully it can act as a springboard, a launching point as
they continue to learn and develop the use of their second
language. I wish every student the best of luck!
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