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Unit One Importance of Computer

PR R

Part1 Origin &R

Test yourself:

— Guess when was the first computer made?
— Do you know in which country the first computer was made?
— How much do you know about the origin of computer?

\

Model 1
On Campus
David and Jane are good friends in the same college. They come across on campus.

David: Hi, Jane!

Jane: Hi, David! How is everything?

David: Fine. What about you?

Jane: As usual. Where are you going?

David: My computer is broken, and I need to have it repaired. You have lesson?
Jane: Yes, I go to attend Computer Science lesson.

David: Oh, hurry up! It’s time for class.

Jane: OK, see you. Take care!

David: See you.

Model 2
In the Classroom
Li Lei and Liu Nan are talking in the classroom before IT English class.
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Li Lei: Hi, Liu Nan. Have you looked through the new lesson today?
Liu Nan: No, what does it talk about?

Li Lei: Ii talks about the origin of computer.

Liu Nan: The origin of computer? Do you have any idea about it?

Li Lei: I know only a little about it, though I am interested in computer.
Liu Nan: Me too. So let’s study carefully later.

Li Lei: Sure.

* Key words:
1. origin ['oridzin] n. A JF
E.g. Do you know the origin of computer? /%138 AL IR 2
2. campus ['keempas] n. Kl
E.g. Our campus is very beautiful. F{/ 764 & HE ¥ &2z,
3. repair [ri'pea] n. 4, BH
E.g. My computer needs to be repaired. (= My computer needs repairing) & ¢ 5 i 75 2 4
.
4. electronic [ilek'tronik] adj. H T
E.g. There are many electronic equipments in our school. FA |24 K A iF £ Fi%k 4%,
5. huge [hju:d3] adj. B KHY
E.g. The earlier computers are huge in size. AT EH A ZE A,
6. weigh [wei] v, -+ ; MER
E.g. My computer weighs 2 kilograms. 3 #Hlii2 T- 572 8
7. generation [ dzena'reifen] n. B
E.g. There are four generations in computer history. Bk ) & B2 5 T 44t
8. vacuum tube 5, HTH
E.g. Computers in the first generation were made up of vacuum tubes. %5—{Xi+EHL i HF
B
9. component [kem'paunant] n. (FLEF . RESHNMREE,; T, B4
E.g. A computer consists of thousands of components. 3 figi g1 i, T _ 7 AN 344- 2 .
10. calculation ['kaelkjs leifen] n. i15.
E.g. Did I make any errors in my calculation? 3% i+8 H A A H 2447
11. transistor [traen'sista] n. SH{&4F
E.g. Transistors are much smaller than vacuum tubes. F{A%F v HLF45/ME 4,
12. integrated ['ints greitid] adj. £ A, 5EEH
E.g. The integrated circuits inside a computer is complex. H iR P53 i 82 A% B 24 7R 4 2



Unit One
Importance of Computer I+EHAEEM

13. circuit ['sa:kit] n. HLH
E.g. A short circuit put the machine out of action. % FfFHL2F55%
14. minicomputer ['minikem pju:te] n. f(% H fixi
E.g. PC belongs to minicomputer. > A F i J& T35 7Y L i
15. operate [‘opareit] v. #4E, BF;
E.g. The computer in our office is not operating properly. T JIMAFE W RZEFE AR IEH .

* Key sentences:

1. The first computer was huge and slow. 25— & Hi fixi XK X418,

2. There are four generations in computer history. HL¥ ) & B2 T 48,

3. Vacuum tubes are the main components of computers. B, & i+ E LA FEH B34
4. Minicomputers are easy to operate. {#{%! i fixi 25 57 ¥4k

5. Now, computers are widely used in almost all fields. FRZE HL i) 72 W FH T840,

The Development of Computer

The first computer in the world is called ENIAC (Electronic Numerical Integrator and
Computer). It was made in America in 1945. The machine was huge, and weighed 30 tons.
Its speed was quite slow, but its price was quite high. However, it meant the beginning of the
computer age.

There are four generations in computer history.

" The first generation (1945-1958): Vacuum tubes

Vacuum tubes are the main components of computers. The features in this generation
are huge, slow, and difficult to give off heat. And they were used in scientific research and
engineering calculation.

The second generation (1959-1964): Transistors

Compared to vacuum tubes, transistors have many advantages: they are smaller, and require

less power than vacuum tubes, so they give off less heat.
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The third generation (1965-1970): Integrated Circuits

Integrated circuits led to the development of smaller and cheaper computers, called
minicomputers. Although still too expensive, they were relatively simple to operate.

The fourth generation (1971-now): Large Scale Integrated Circuits

Computers in this generation are small, fast, and cheap. Now, they are used in almost all

fields, and they are available for most common people.

Activity |

@ Short Answer Questions

Read the passage again and answer the following questions.

1.What is the main idea of this passage?

2. When and where was the first computer made?

3. How many generations are there in computer history? What are they?

4. Do you think there will be the fifth generation?

Activity I
Fill in the blanks with proper words given in the table, and change the forms if necessary.
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operate origin electronic huge
weigh repair field component
1. My camera doesn’t work, but I can’t it myself.
2. How much does your computer ?
3. Scientists have made great achievements in natural science
4. Earlier computers are and slow.
5. There are many inside a computer.
6. There is a(n) clock on the wall.
7. 1 know nothing about the of computer.
8. The machine doesn’t properly.
Activity |l
Complete the following dialogues with the words or expressions below, and then role-play it
with your partner.
At the Bookstore

pity well dictionary for version just

Shop Assistant: What can I do for you?

Customer: I am looking for a Computer English and a book about the history of
computer.

Shop Assistant: How about this one? It’s sold

Customer: Let me have a look. Oh, it’s what I want to buy.

Shop Assistant: And the book, do you want English or Chinese ?

Customer: I’d like English version.

Shop Assistant: Sorry, we don’t have such books.

Customer: What a ! Well, I’ll pay the dictionary.

Activity [V
Translate the following sentences into English or Chinese.

1. FLA Fy b g SR S 18

2. B FZH AR A kL7
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3.KRIHRIN T, JEE,

4. T FAHIHTEIRAR,

5. Computers in the third generation are smaller and require less power.

6. Integrated circuit computers are relatively simple to operate.

7. Computers are used widely in all kinds of fields.

8. Nowadays computers are available for common people.

Part2 Importance EE#

Test yourself:
— Do you think computer is very important in our daily life?

— What do you usually do with your computer?
— In your opinion, what else can a computer do?

..@ WEZAT (mwe  dinve WRCH CWEAE | RN Y
L vain seam ews Areo  memn  tewd | wess  wwe

i
e

Model 1
In the Dorm

This is a dialogue between two students in the dorm.
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A: Do you have our class schedule for this term?

B: Yes, it’s in my computer. Wait a minute. Oh, it’s here.

A: How many courses do we have?

B: In this term we have to learn six courses.

A: Do we still have Computer Science?

B: Yes. And we have three Computer lessons a week.

A: Great! Computer is my favorite subject. And it’s very useful.

B: I agree. Nowadays Computer and English are the most important.

Model 2

In the Classroom
Miss Liu and Lin Tao are talking during the break time in the classroom.

Miss Liu: Do you have a computer, Lin Tao?

Lin Tao: Yes, my father bought a Lenovo notebook
computer for me when I entered the college.

Miss Liu: Good. A computer is important for your
study, right?

Lin Tao: Yes, almost everyone in our class owns a
computer.

Miss Liu: Computers are so common in our daily
life.

Lin Tao: And so helpful!

Miss Liu: You are right. Computers are used in almost all fields.

* Key words:
1. useful ['ju:sful] adj. 5 A, H2EHY
E.g. She gave us some useful information. #1453 T Fefi1—2L4 FH (S B,
2. helpful ['helpful] adj. A #5 B
E.g. Computers are very helpful to us. B i A 1R A F B .
3. tool [tu:l] n. T.E.
E.g. You should take good care of these tools. YR % & ifixX 4 T H.,
4. irreplaceable [ iri'pleisabl] adj. A~ A B HY
E.g. Computers play a great role in our life, which are irreplaceable. H i Xt 341694 155
TIRKMIEA, BATERK.
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5. convenient [kan'vi:njant] adj. 77 &)
E.g. With computers, our life is more and more convenient. A T HLAK, FRATHIA: 15 Rk
&,
6. network ['netwa:k] n. F%&
E.g. They have developed a marketing network. i TE R T — I EE ML .
7. simplify ['simplifai] ». &4k
E.g. The subject is quite complex, and hard to simplify. ;XM H+438E 4%, FHHHMELIF1L.
8. procedure [pra'si:dze] n. B, # &
E.g. The next procedure is as follows. F—AMEEA0T
9. complex ['kompleks] adj. 5 2%
E.g. This is a complex problem. iX&&—~& 2= [a] &3 .
10. education [ edju:'keifon] n. &
E.g. She has had a good education. ih3% 1 B i HIHF .
11. communication [ke,mju:ni'keifon] n. &5
E.g. Computer has become an important means of communication. B i i, A — N EE K
HETHE,
12. entertainment [ enta'teinmant] n. % 5<
E.g. This is an interesting entertainment. X & —I A @B IR 5 o
13. aid [eid] n. #F, BHF
E.g. He is able to read this without the aid of a dictionary. fth A F 7 Sk BEASEIE XA,
14. technology [tek'noledzi] n. FEAR
E.g. We live in the age of information technology. T fi 14 & 7615 B H AL,
15. skill [skil] n. $% 8
E.g. He is a writer of great skill. {21 BVER: I & B HER .

* Key sentences:
1. Computers are main tools for learning, working and other aspects of life.
RS~ . TAERL R A i HoAth T ) E B FBL
2. Whatever you do, you will find computers irreplaceable.
TRttt 4, VrEfes R B RA IR,
3. Computers have changed our lives in various ways.
R A 2% 7 SR T RATAG AT
4. With computers, life is easier and more convenient than before.
A THRR, AELLETENES, EmhE.,

5. Computers are useful aids to us.

FLUIR BT BT
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Why are Computers so Important?

In the information age, computers are main tools for learning, working and other aspects
of life. Wherever you go, you will find computers being used; whatever you do, you will find
computers irreplaceable.

Computers have changed our lives in various ways. With computers, life is easier and more
convenient than before; with computers, especially with computer networks, people are nearer
to each other, and it seems that the world is even small. Computers help us simplify working
procedures, finish complex tasks, and save lots of time. They are widely used in all fields of
society: education, research, medical treatment, communication, tourism, finance, business,
entertainment, and so on.

Computers are useful aids to us. Without computers, the world would be terrible. For us,
grasping computer technology is not only a basic quality, but also an important skill to make a

living in the future.

O Em—

Activity |

@ Short Answer Questions
Read the passage again and answer the following questions.

1. What does this passage mainly talk about?

2. In what ways have computers changed our lives?

3. In what fields are computers being used?

4. Use your own words to sum up the importance of computers.

Activity |l
Fill in the blanks with proper words given in the table, and change the forms if necessary.
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useful convenient skill education

complex irreplaceable simplify change

. My life has a lot after entering the college.
. Everyone has the right of receiving higher

. It is not easy at all. On the contrary, it is

. Cars provide ' life for people.

. I have to say that this math question is difficult to

. Grasping a is important for young people.

. This machine is too expensive, and I don’t think it

00 9 N U AW N -

. The role my father plays in my family is

Activity I
Complete the following dialogues with the words or expressions below, and then role-play it

with your partner.

At Teachers’ Office

subject our department advice university = My nameis  Photoshop
Qiao Feng: How do you do, Professor Zhou? Qiao Feng, a new teacher.
Professor Zhou: How do you do? Welcome to , Qiao Feng. Which did

you graduate from?

Qiao Feng: I graduated from Liaoning Normal University this June.

Professor Zhou: Good. Which will you teach?

Qiao Feng: I teach Computer Basis. What about you?

Professor Zhou: I teach and 3D Max.

Qiao Feng: I have no teaching experience before. Please give me at work.

Professor Zhou: No problem.

Activity [V
Translate the following sentences into English or Chinese.

1 X AR TE2E 71 TR

2. AR LI EILRER,

10



