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2. Father and Son

1) into the

A farmer gathered his six sons and demanded, “ Which one of you boys pushed the outhouse
cr,eekm ?” Nobody stepped forward. “Now , boys,” the farmer asked, “Do you remember the story of George
‘wl;ochopped down'® that tree, but he told the truth, so his father was proud of him.” Hearing this, the
youngest son stepped forward and admitted his guilt,only to receive a lashing' from his father.

“But Papa, " the boy protested"”’ , “you told me that George Washington’s father was proud of him when
he confessed'®'.”

“He was,son,” the farmer replied. “But George Washington’s father wasn’t sitting in the tree when his son

chopped it down. ”
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[1] outhouse n. Jujff 5 [4] lashing n. ##§T %% %
[2] creek n. /N[, /NE& : [5] protest v. ABEH il
[3] chop down fkfk, mfs ! [6] confess v. 7&iA,1F{fE

3. Who’s in Heaven?

An elderly gentleman had passed away. His grief-stricken widow missed him so much that she could not
sleep a wink''! for days.

On one sleepless night,she heard a voice and immediately inquired, “Is that you,dear?”

“Yes,it's me. ”
“How are you doing?”
“I'm fine. ”
The concerned wife inquired further, “Are you happy now?”
“Yes,I'm happy now. ”
“ Are you happier now than when you were with me?”
“Yes,much happier. ”
Assuming that her husband was enjoying the heavenly bliss'* | with curiosity in her voice,the lady asked,
“Tell me dear,what’s heaven like?”

“Who’s in heaven?!”
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[1] wink n. /\BE, iz iR i [2] bliss n. % ¥ 5%

4. Rejuvenation"'Pill

The old age had crept'? in on Mrs. Daly. Aches and pains bothered'> her day and night. One day, she
received a package with some pills and a letter from her son. The letter said, “Dear Mom, I am sending you some
wonder drug called rejuvenation pills. It will make you well and years younger. ”

A few months later, Jimmy came home. Sitting on the porch!*’ was a beautiful young lady rocking a cradle
with a baby in it sucking the bottle.

“Where is my mother?” Jimmy asked.

“Don’t be silly. I am your mother. Those pills were marvelous'”’. ”

“Imagine'*’ | with one pill,you're as beautiful as anyone can be. Once more, you could have a baby. My,
they are powerful. ”

“That’s not a baby. That’s your father. He took two.”
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[1] rejuvenation n. REXFE KL TE 1 i [4] porch n. [
(2] creep v. Z1817 i i [5] marvelous a. i, 3k LKy, AT BILHY
,[agibother v. T, iR % ' [6] imagine v. A% k48

5. They won'’t Let Me Fart

One evening a family brings their frail, elderly mother to a nursing home and leaves her,hoping she will be
well cared for.

The next morning, the nurses bathe her, feed her a tasty[‘J breakfast, and set her in a chair at a window
overlooking'’! a lovely flower garden.

She seems OK, but after a while she slowly starts to lean over sideways in her chair.

P) nurses immediately rush up to catch her and straighten her upm. But after a while she

Two attentive
starts to tilt'! to the other side.

The nurses rush back and once more bring her back upright. This goes on all morning. Later the family
arrives to see how the old woman is adjusting“’J to her new home. “So,Ma, how is it here? Are they treating

you all right?” they ask. “It’s pretty nice,” she replies. “Except they won’t let me fart'”! . ”
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[1] tasty a. Fuke, ol 1# i [6] tilt v. B
[2] overlook v. ffF#h, Bkt i [6] adjust v. 3&R;
[3] attentive a. HEEH, LM P [7] fart v. BUR
[4] straighten up {# HiE% E

6. Pious Wishes

Martin is traveling with his wife and mother-indaw!"!

in a Far East country. At a place of honor his
mother-in-law makes a careless remark'>’ ,which the native people take as an insult”’’ to the royal'*’ family.
Martin is dragged off to court®’ with his wife and mother-inaw and they are sentenced'® to corporal'”’
punishment. Each of them is to receive 50 lashes'®' on the rear'”’ end with a cane. But because the royal family
doesn’t want to appear hostile' "’ to foreigners, they grant“”

long as it is able to be fulfilled.

the guests in their country a wish beforehand, as
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[13;] ‘mother-in-law n. SCHHR, FH i [9] rear a. JSHHIH

[2] remark v. 3Fif i [10] hostile a. FEWkE

[3] insult n. f§&# i [11] grant v. ¥iF

[4] royal a. B i [12] pillow n. #Ek

[5] court n. WB:EE i [13] bound v. (bind fitR) #H48, &
[6] sentence v. #H ¥ i [14] executioner n. $f7#

[7] corporal a. Bk i [15] pious a. i
[8] lash n. ¥#4T, 3T :

7. Big Game Mishap"’

A big-game hunter went on safari'” with his wife and mother-in-law. One evening, while still deep in the
jungle, the Mrs. awoke to find her mother gone. Rushing to her husband, she insisted on them both trying to find
her mother.

The hunter picked up his rifle’’ | took a swig[‘J of whiskey, and started to look for her. In a clem'ing[5J
not far from the camp, they came upon a chilling sight: the mother-in law was backed up against a thick,
impenetrable'®’ bush,and a large male lion stood facing her.

The wife said, “ What are we going to do?”

“Nothing, ”said the hunter, “ The lion got himself into this mess'’ ,let him get himself out of it. ”
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[1] mishap n. /3, FHEH i [5] clearing n. #kH5sith
[2] safari n. ¥s, /%5 EF & MIRTT i [6] impenetrable a. ARAJiEA K, FARER
[3] rifle n. R&E4E, L4 i [7] mess n. FE,EHE

[4] swig n. KM (%) :

8. Role Reversal

Barbara Walters filed report on gender roles in Kuwait a few years prior to''! the Gulf War,and noted then
that,in traditional Islamic'?’ fashion , women customarily{3J walked about 10 feet behind their husbands.
Recently ,Barbara returned to Kuwait and observed that the Men now walked several yards behind their



wives. She approached one of the Kuwaiti women for an explanation. 2 =
“This is marvelous'*’ ,” Barbara said, “ What enabled women here to achieve their reveml[i :

The Kuwaiti woman replied, “Land mines. ”
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[1] prior to fE----- ZHT E [4] marvelous a. 3T
[2] Islamic a. 322K i [5] reversal n. ¥

[3] customarily adv. #3453 Hh !

9. A Bargain

(1]

A friend of mine,while visiting his mother in Florida, took her to a shoe store to purchase' ' a new pair of

shoes. While she was trying on different styles, my friend took the manager aside. “ When she picks out a pair that
she likes, " he said, “just tell her that the price is 12 dollars. I'll pay the regular price, whatever it is. ”

The following week , my friend was walking by the shoe store and the manager recognized'’’ him and
called him in.

“What’s the problem?” asked my friend as he entered the store. “Wasn’t my check"’ any good?”

“That’s not it. ” answered the manager, “ The problem is that your mother is bringing all her friends in for
those twelve-dollar shoes. ”
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[1] purchase v. 3L i [3] check n. &
[2] recognize v. Al ;
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10. Perfect-Woman

: Bob is almost 30 years old, his friends have already gotten married one after another,and Bob just dates'"’
e d Finally a friend asked him, “ What’s the matter, Bob, are you looking for a perfect woman? Are you that
particular? Can’t you find anyone who suits you?”
“No,”Bob replied. “I met many nice girls, but as soon as I brought them home to meet my parents, my
mother didn’t like them. So I kept on looking!”
“Listen, ” his friend suggested, “Why don’t you find a girl who's just like your dear mother?”
"Several months went by and again Bob and his friend got together.
“So Bob. Did you find the perfect girl yet? One that just like your mother?”
Bob—shruggedm his shoulders, “ Yes, I found one just like Mom. My mother loved her, they became fast
friends. ”
“So are you and this girl engaged?”
“I'm afraid not,my father can’t stand"™ her!”
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[1] date v. A& REE i [3] stand v. Ziii, 2%
[2] shrug v. &8 :

11. The Divorce

John had waited for months to get a divorce and now he was free from his domineering''’ wife.

“Free at last!” he screamed , throwing his divorce papers into the air. “Now,I can eat when I want to, watch
television when I want to. ”
Two months later John was found being escorted to jail by a police officer.
A shocked friend, on seeing poor John hand—cuffed, asked, “ John, why are you under arrest?” I thought your

troubles were over when you divorced your wife.



“I couldn’t pay my alimolly[ZJ , 'related John sadly.
“Why couldn’t you pay your alimony?”

“My ex-wife has custody of the money and my business. ”
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[1] domineering a. ¥ HiH) i [2] alimony n. i§3:%%

12. Till the Last Minute

Two sisters kept up a feud for 30 years. On Matilda’s 70th birthday, Alice felt pang of remorse, but it passed.

Yet later, when she heard Matilda was ill, she felt compelled to visit her. Matilda looked sternly at her
younger sister.

At last she said in a faint voice, “ The doctors say I’'m seriously ill, Alice. If I pass away,I want you to know

you've forgiven. But if I pull through, things stay as they are!”
BHEREB—7%F
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13. Men’s Club

There were a lot of men’s clubs in London a few years ago. Men went there and read their newspapers,
quietly,, or drank or had meals with their friends.

All of these men’s clubs had a lot of very good servants'''. At every club one of the servants was a
doorman. Mr. Grace was the doorman of one of these clubs. He was fifty-five years old,and he had grey hair and
a big grey moustache. The telephone rang in his office at six o’clock in the evening,and a woman spoke to him.

She said, “ Are you the doorman of the George Club?”

£—85
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“Yes,I am,” Mr. Grace answered.
“Please give my husband a message,” the woman said.
“Your husband isn’t at the club this evening,” Mr. Grace answered.
“But I haven’t told you his name!” the woman said angrily.
" That isn’t necessary,” Mr. Grace answered. “No husband is ever at the club. ”
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[1] servant n. %4

14. The Best Time

A prisoner in jail received a letter from his wife ; “Dear Husband, I have decided to plant some lettuce''! in
the back garden. When is the best time to plant them?”

The prisoner, knowing that the prison guards read all mail, replied in a letter: “ Dear Wife , whatever you do,
do not touch the back garden. That is where I hid all the money. ”

A week or so later, he received another letter from his wife; “ Dear Husband, you wouldn’t believe what

happened. Some men came with shovels'*' to the house,and dug up all the back garden. ”

The prisoner wrote another letter back: “Dear wife,,now is the best time to plant the lettuce. ”
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[1] lettuce n. 43 i [2] shovel n. 85

15. A Change of Mind

My Dear Susan:

]

Sweetie of my heart. I've been so desolate''’ ever since I broke off our engagement'?’. Simply

devastated'®’. Won't you please consider coming back to me? You hold a place in my heart no other woman

]

can fill. I can never meet another woman quite like you. I need you so much. Won’t you forgive'') me and let

us make a new beginning? I love you so much.
Yours always and truly.

P. S. : Congratulations on you winning the state lotterym.
B« E
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[1] desolate a. 0%, BIRFE M), EHH ; [4] forgive v. JFix
[2] engagement n. #)4: if4 ! [5] lottery n. =
[3] devastate v. 83K :

16. That Is My Husband

“Did the children behave when you bathed them?” inquired the mistress to the new French nurse , when she
returned home from the party.

“All but the biggest boy,and how he fights and kicks before I get him in the water, " replied the nurse.
“Which biggest boy? We have only one boy,Freddy,and he’s only two years old. ”
“It is not little Freddy,I mean. It is the big boy with glasses and curly hair. ”

“Good gracious! That’s not my boy, that’s my husband. ”
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17.She Is on the Roof

. Two brothers ,Herbert and James, lived with their mother and a cat named Edgar. James was particularly
attached!"’ to the cat,and when he had to leave town for several days, he left Herbert meticulous instructions
about the pet’s care. At the end of his first day away, James telephoned his brother.

/“How is Edgar?” he asked.

¢ Edgar is dead,” Herbert answered.

There was a pause. Then James said; “ Herbert, you're insensitive. You know how close I was to Edgar—you
should have broken the news to me slowly. When I asked about Edgar tonight,you should have said Edgar’s on
the roof,but you've called the fire department to get him down. And tomorrow when I called, you could have
said the firemen were having trouble getting Edgar down,but you were hopeful they would succeed. Then when
I called the third time,you could have told me that the firemen had done their best,but unfortunately Edgar had
fallen off the roof and was at the veterinarian’s'>). Then when I called the last time, you could have said that
although everything possible had been done for Edgar, he had died. That’s the way a sensitive man would have
told me about Edgar. And,oh,before I forget, “James added, “How is mother?”

“Uh, " Herbert said, pausing for a moment, “She is on the roof—"
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[1] attached a. KR i [2] veterinarian n. HEE
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18. Your Children And My Children
Are Whipping"' Our Children

I married a widow'”’ with six children. I had five myself by my late wife. We have been married for four
years and our union"’ ! had been blessed'*’ with three more.
(5]
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The other day my wife came in hurriedly and said, “ Come into the yard. Quick! For goodness sake
hurry! There is a terrible row'®! going on. ” And I said, “ What is it?”
“Well,” she said“your children and my children are whipping our children. ”
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[1] whip v. ¥ #h3T I [4] bless v. {#45,#1&
[2] widow n. ZEiH i [5] sake n. Hh, &k, Fl2%
[3] union n. 454,84 ! [6] row n. MR Sk

19. A Puzzling"'Problem

“Well,Sam. I'll tell you how it is. You see,l married a widow, and this widow had a daughter. Then my
father, being a widower, married our daughter,so you see my father is my own son indaw'?’ . ”
“Yes,I see. ”
“Then again my step-daughter’’ is my step-mother'*! | isn’t she? Well, then, her mother is my

grandmother, isn’t she? I am married to her,am 1? So that makes me my own grandfather,doesn’t it?”
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[1] puzzle v. ik i [3] step-daughter n. 4%
[2] son-in-law n. % H% i [4] step-mother n. #k&
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