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Chapter 11

The two ran slowly along for some time without
speech, Tess as she clung to him still panting in her
triumph @, yet in other respects dubious®. She had
perceived that the horse was not the spirited one he
sometimes rode, and felt no alarm on that score, though
her seat was dangerous enough despite her tight hold of

-him. She begged him to slow the animal to a walk, which
Alec accordingly did.

“Neatly done, was it not, dear Tess?” he said by and
by. '

“Yes! ” siad she. “I am sure I ought to be much
obliged to you.”

“And are you?”

She did not reply.

“Tess, why do you always dislike my-kissing you?”

“I suppose—because I don’t love you.”

“You are quite sure?”

“I am angry with you sometimes! ”

“Ah, I half feared as much.” Nevertheless, Alec did
not object to that confession. He knew that anything was
better than frigidity®. “Why haven’t you told me when I
have made you angry?”

“You know very well why. Because I cannot help
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~ myself here.”
“I haven’t offended you often by love-making?”
“You have sometimes.”
“How many times?”
" “You know as well as [—too many times.”

“Every time I have tried.”

D’urberville stopped the horse, withdrew his feet from
the stirrups®, turned sideways on the saddle, and enclosed
her waist with his arm to support her.

This immediately put her on the defensive, and with
one of those sudden impulses? of reprisal® to which she
was liable she gave him a little push from her. In his
ticklish® position he nearly lost his balance and only just
avoided rolling over into the road, the horse, though a
powerful one, being fortunately the quietest he rode.

“That is devilish® unkind! ” he said. “I mean no harm

— only to keep you from failing.”

“Why, where be we?” she exclaimed.

“Passing by a wood.”

“A wood—what wood? Surely we are quite out of the
road?”

“A bit of The Chase—the oldest wood in England. It
is a lovely night, and why should we not prolong® our
ride a little?”
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stirrup [ 'stirop ] n. Thig
@impulse [impals] n. ¥3), K
Qreprisal [ri'praizal] n. X
@ricklish [-tiklif] adj. AEBH
®devilish [ ‘devlif] adj. X
©prolong [pra'lop] v. FE
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“How could you be so treacherous®! ” said Tess,

between archness® and real dismay, and getting rid of his
arm by pulling open his fingers one by one, though at the
risk of slipping off herself. “Just when I've been putting
such trust in you, and obliging® you to please you,
because I thought I had wronged you by that push!
Please set me down, and let me walk home.”

“You cannot walk home, darling, even if the air were
clear. We are miles away from Trantridge, if I must tell
you, and in this growing fog you might wander for hours
among these trees.” :

“Never mind that,” she coaxed®. “Put me down, I
beg you. I don’t mind where it is; only let me get down,
sir, please! ”

“Very well, then, I will—on one condition. Having
brought you here to this out-of-the-way place, I feel
myself responsible for your safe-conduct home, whatever
you may yourself feel about it. As to your getting to
Trantridge without assistance, it is quite impossible; for,
to tell the truth, dear, owing to this fog, which so
disguises® everything, I don’t quite know where we are
myself. Now, if you will promise to wait beside the horse
while I walk through the bushes till I come to some road
© exactly our whereabouts®, T'll
dcpbsit® you here willingly. When I come back I'll give

or house, and ascertain

you full directions, and if you insist upon walking you
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(rreacherous ['tretfaras] adj. A
AR
®@archness ['a:tfnis] n. #§%,
@oblige [oblaidz ] v. &K
@coax [kauks] v. 3%
®disguise [ dis'gaiz] v. R
(©ascertain [esa-tein] v. ZAH
(Dwhereabouts [ *weara'bauts ] n.
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may; or you may ride—at your pleasure.”
She accepted these terms, and slid off on the near side,
though not tll he had stolen a cursory kiss. He sprang

down on the other side.

He touched her with his fingers, which sank into her
as into down. “You have only that puffy® muslin® dress
on—how’s that?”

“It’s my best summer one.” It was very warm when |
started, and I didn’t know I was going to ride, and that it
would be night:

“Nights grow chilly in September. Let me see.” He
pulled off a light overcoat that he had worn, and put it
round her tenderly. “That’s it—now you’ll feel warmer,”

he continued. “Now, my pretty, rest there; I shall soon be
back again.”

“Tess! ” said D’urberville.

There was no answer. The obscurity® was now so
great that he could see absolutely nothing but a pale
nebulousness ® at his feet, which represented the white
muslin figure he had left upon the dead leaves. Every-
thing else was blackness alike. D’urberville stooped ®;
and heard a gentle regular © breathing. He knelt and
bent lower, till her breath warmed his face, and in a

moment his cheek was in contact with hers. She was
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New Words

@putfy [ 'pafi] adj. FEMA
@muslin [ 'mazlin] n. WSHY
@obscuruty ab'skjuariti] n. T
(@nebulousness ['nebjulesnis] n.

B
®stoop [stu:p] v. HE
®regular [ regjulo ] adj. #1514
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sleeping soundly, and upon her eyelashes there lingered®
tears.

@ tissue,

Why it was that upon this beautiful feminine
sensitive as gossamer®, and practically blank as snow as
yet, there should have been traced such a coarse pattern as
it was doomed to receive; why so often the coarse
appropriates the finer thus, the wrong man the woman,
the wrong woman the man, many thousand years of
analytical® philosophy have failed to explain to our sense
of order. One may, indeed, admit the possibility of a
retribution® lurking in the present catastrophe. Doubtless
some of Tess D’urberville’s mailed ancestors rollicking
home from a fray had dealt the same measure even more
ruthlessly towards peasant girls of their time. But though
to visit the sins of the fathers upon the children may be a
morality good enough for divinities ®, it is scorned by
average human nature; and it therefore does not mend the

matter.
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(Dlinger [ 'lipga] v. B

(@feminine [ *fominin ] adj. TR

(@gossamer ['gosama] n. W24

(@analytical [,@na litikal] adj. 4>
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(retribution [,retri‘bjuzfan] n.
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©divinity [di-viniti] n. #2, ¥




