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Abstract

On November 172012, the State Council officially approved the “Plan for
Central Plains Economic Region (2012 - 2020)”, which affirms Central Plains
Economic Region as a key development area of the country. The scope of Central
Plains Economic Region includes all of Henan province and some adjacent areas of
Shanxi province, Hebei province, Anhui province and Shandong province.
According to the new policies of the central government, this book gives in-depth
analysis of the current situation and rigorous prediction of the future developments of
Central Plains Economic Region, as well as policy advises for accelerating the
development of Central Plains Economic Region.

The first general report of this book, written by the researchers from Henan
Provincial Bureau of Statistics, presents basic views on the current development and
future challenges of Central Plains Economic Region. This report states that in the
year 2011 —2012 the economy of Central Plains Economic Region developed steadily
and rapidly; industry made solid progress; consumption, investment and exports
expanded; the quality and performance of economic growth were improved
continuously ; industrial transformation and upgrade were accelerated; and price level
decreased slightly. However, hampered by weak domestic demand, it is still quite
difficult to maintain steady economic growth. Firms have operating difficulties, due
to the weak demand and rising cost. It is hard for government to further raise
revenue, fiscal risks are accumulating. Although the macro-economic environment is
still very complex, the report asserts that the development of Central plains economic
region is still in an important period of strategic opportunities. It also proposes a series
of policy advises on promoting balanced development of urbanization,
industrialization and agricultural modernization, strengthening development and
cooperation, building infrastructure capacity, etc.

The second general report of this book describes the proactive exploration of

Henan province for the balanced scientific development of new-type urbanization,

003



N sous

new-type industrialization and new-type agricultural modernization without sacrificing
agriculture and environment. The general idea of development formulated by this
report is to follow the guidance of Scientific Outlook on Development, to adopt the
goal of making people rich and Henan strong, to make innovations in systems and
institutions, to expand opening up, to promote ecological progress, to take the lead
in finding the path of balanced development of urbanization, industrialization and
agricultural modernization, and to speed up the rise of Central Plains and the renewal
of Henan Province. Hence it suggests:

® to implement the core—ity driven strategy under the guidance of new-type
urbanization ;

® to speed up the industrial transformation and upgrade, and to enhance the
supporting capability of the new-type industrialization ;

® to increase the scale of operation of farming, and to strengthen the position of
modern agriculture as the foundation of the economy;

® to intensify the protection of the ecosystem and the environment, and to build
a green Central Plains;

® to deepen reform, and to unleash the power of balanced development;

e to undertake industrial transfer, and to expand the space of coordinated
development.

A number of famous experts and scholars of Henan Province are invited to
analyze the development of Henan Province from different aspects. Meanwhile, the
regional reports analyze the current status of the economic and social development in
southern Hebei, southern Shanxi, northern Anhui and southwest Shandong
province, and then it proposes regional development strategies according to local

realities.
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