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Foreword

It is a signal honor to be asked to contribute the foreword to
this new book by Lian Chunhai,a recent Ph. D. from Peking Uni-
versity. The topic-carriages-could hardly be of greater importance,

&

given that “carriages and robes” (yu fu B fR) was the standard
term used in classical Chinese for sumptuary regulations in particu-
lar and the rites more generally, thought to function as essential

supports for the laws and hierarchies favored by the rapidly central-

[1] Michael Nylan(# # ¥ ) , Professor, History, University of California at Berke-
ley.
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izing governments. Lian's exhaustive study in many ways takes up
the topic where the Qing philologists and early twentieth-century
scholars left it,at once building upon the prescriptions from the pre-
Han and Han ritual canons but evaluating those prescriptions in
light of the visual descriptions from the same periods. (After all,
the ritual canons, as pious prescriptions for those in high places,
may well have been unknown to or ignored by vast numbers of peo-
ple,even if we set aside the obvious regional and linguistic differ-
ences that prevailed through the area we now call China in the peri-
od under consideration. ) Recent preliminary work focusing on the
Han banquet scenes painted on murals or lacquers and inscribed on
pictorial stones attests the potential payoff to be had from closer ex-
amination of the abundant evidence at hand, for the wealth of newly
excavated materials makes it possible to pose for the first time a se-
ries of deeper questions about the iconography of tombs,even if we
can not always provide an iron-clad answer. These questions include
the following: Which types of carriages are typically found in con-
junction with which other scenes in tombs? For example, do carri-
age scenes usually appear in visual clusters with banquet scenes or
with other types of motifs? Do certain types of tomb artifacts tend
to be found in the tombs with carriage scenes? Which locations
within the tomb are the carriage processions or single carriages apt
to occupy? With which ranks of tomb occupants may we expect to
find carriage processions? What local variations can we find from

the norm (presumably set at the capital)? What sorts of changes
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were implemented over the course of the two Han dynasties? And
how do the images of horses relate to those of carriages? Up to
now,art historians have spoken of the images of single carriages or
carriage processions absent their richly conceived visual contexts.
In delineating the complex evolution of the images 9f horse-drawn
wheeled chariots (che ma H ), this new book by Lian Chunhai
asks us not only to sort and classify the many images, visual and lit-
erary,at our disposal, but also to reinsert such images back into
their tomb contexts.

Han historians and art historians have long debated the exist-
ence of sumptuary regulations, with many scholars assuming-as |
once did-that the court lacked the authority to enforce sumptuary
regulations,and expressed very little interest in doing so. The evi-
dence increasingly suggests otherwise. The tombs from the Chang’
an metropolitan area seem to be finely graded by size,construction
methods and materials, decorative motifs,and numbers and types of
artifacts. Sites as Liye (B HB) allow us to glimpse the long arm of
the Qin state extending even into the hinterlands, while the newly
excavated Han laws from Zhangjiashan (58 1l1) clearly signal the
Han rulers’ intention to adopt the centralizing Qin model as thor-
oughly and as long as possible. Then,too,the influence of Xunzi(#j
¥ ) ,the classical master, was so great in Han that it is hard to i-
magine the administrators of the early empires foregoing any oppor-
tunities to enforce sumptuary regulations from their centers in the

commanderies, counties, and kingdoms, for such reinforcements of
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the several interlocking state-sponsored hierarchies, [ in Xunzi's
view , would reduce if not altogether obviate the sorts of conflict that
arise from unrestricted competition between groups. Xunzi deemed
the role of sumptuary regulations so crucial to the proper execution
of mourning and funerals that defined high cultural literacy and so-
cial cultivation that it was bound to prompt ongoing debates about
the applicability of certain features of the system to noble families
versus those of commoners.

In addition, this book undertakes an examination of the image
of the charioteer in the Han cultural imaginary-an image of particu-
lar interest, in light of the cross-cultural comparisons that can be
constructed with classical Greek philosophy, especially Aristotle.
Before unification in 221 BC, the charioteer symbolized to innovative
thinkers the acquisition and wider propagation of the polite arts in-
herited from older, aristocratic cultures, and the charioteer’s skills
came to stand in for a host of superb "godlike" skills that allowed
the technical expert to understand the cosmic principles and human
motivations. During Han times, scholarly theories explored the
probable impatt of both polite arts and the technical skills upon the
body and the body politic, not to mention the cosmos itself, until
such point, in the waning years of Eastern Han, when cattle and

carts came gradually to replace horse-drawn carriages,in a visual re-

[1] TItis easy to forget that no fewer than four interlocking hierarchical systems en-
joyed the state’s backing in Qin and Han: (1) orders of honour (juewei); (2) bureaucratic

rank(guanliao diwei) ; (3) status(jiating shenfen) ; (4) wealth or class(jieji fenbie).
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sponse to the larger realities of social unrest, public anxieties, and
shifts in mainstream thinking about sociopolitical issues. The de-
velopment of such motifs,in consequence,can reveal a great deal a-
bout the mental constructs of the members of the governing elite
who have left traces behind in the form of writings, stele inscrip-
tions,tombs,and tomb artifacts.

For all the foregoing reasons, serious students of pre-Han and
Han history will welcome this new contribution to the field by Lian
Chunhai,a young scholar of enormous promise. Parts of the book
may strike some readers as controversial,and indeed, the book vir-
tually requires the field of early China to rethink much of what pas-
ses for the “common wisdom” today. If early China scholars take
up Lian’s implicit challenge, continuing the painstaking process of
sorting and patiently tabulating images and image clusters tomb by
tomb,region by region,in the near future we will doubtless be able
to understand considerably more about the symbolic structures and
sociopolitical institutions of pre-Han and Han than we do today.
That is the fervent hope of this senior scholar, who is deeply im-

pressed by Lian's courage and style.

Michael Nylan

12



H

B

X

S

(O EFEM
(Z)H# A
(v9) B a5

(=)XEHR
() FH A

+ 11
w11
.. 13

17



B _E

%

]

=

RE B RRFR

SBAL o

(22 LHE

A 0o R T EDR————

IE I | TS ——————
(Y T N I OO
G YA L B cxn ccumaninnn sumansinnsisnn viawsutbes sesssisns cavssson i
CE)RBIAZ B roworess son dvossnmes 4 s1oamans suseso s 53 THARRIHES 549
TOBIRLEYRE oo e
CEYRABCIRT o5 voevwnmnson nesmsans sasosusanmss sveissiuss sanssayes i
S OSTARBIRL oo oo e e e

(D) JE B coeertsioncscsarioniasiesnesusens sot sovuns snessane sbessoneson ves
(=0 Y T PP
CEY R wan vonmasrosinnn swmicvsioss wasmasionn sk swatewsisn sasinmsisns smmssonss s
Cm YR wvomen smmswmnne sn sosmvanys vossvamns ss Semrsass BEerTass BensapLs

46

48

51
51
51
53
58
59
59
62

63

69

70

74
102
114
122
125
129
142
142
148

166



