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Unit
Beautiful Music for Mother

Getting Ready

Love is that condition in
which the happiness of an-
other person is essential

to your own. A mother’s

love is the greatest kind of
love in the world and the
one that doesn’t expect
anything in return. How-
ever, what would you like
to give your mother in

return for her love?
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Text A

Beautiful Music for Mother

When William, a 10-year-old boy who was somewhat scruffy-
looking, enrolled himself to learn the piano, the music teacher was
reluctant to accept him. She preferred her students to start their
music lessons at a younger age when their fingers are nimble.

“William, why do you want to learn the piano?” the teacher
asked. “I want to play for my mother.”

She noticed the tears in his eyes as he answered her. She had
no heart to turn him down and accepted him as her student. But
at each music lesson, William appeared to be in a hurry and play

badly. “My mother is waiting outside for me.” He would tell the

teacher. She was tempted to advise William not to waste his time
as he never hit the right tone. But there was something about William, which she was fascinated with—the
tender look in his eyes each time he mentioned “mother.”

Suddenly, William stopped coming for his lessons. At the end of the semester, the music teacher
decided to organize a piano recital for her students and she sent flyers to them to participate. She was
surprised to find William’s application that he would like to contribute a musical piece. She again had no
heart to turn him down. She would put him as the last player in case he stumbled with his notes, she would
come forward to remedy the situation.

The day came and William appeared with his hair uncombed and his shirt creased. He sat quietly with
his eyes closed. When it was his turn to play, William bowed before the audience and said he was thankful
for the music teacher’s patience with him as he might not have been the best of her pupils.

“Tonight I am dedicating my music to my mother,” he said. As he sat down and put his fingers on
the keyboard, the most beautiful sound of music was heard. Everyone later asked why he didn’t bring his
mother as she would surely be proud to hear him play.

William replied, “My mother was stone deaf and she could never hear me play during her lifetime. Yet
she sacrificed her time and money to let me learn the piano. This morning my mother passed away. I am
sure she is now happy as she can hear my piano recital. I choose a piece from Beethoven’s concerto. As you
all know, Beethoven was submerged with deafness at the triumph of his career. The piece released him from

darkness and so was my mother.” Everyone was electrified to hear what William said and tears welled over

20



Beautiful Music for Mother

their eyes.

The music teacher proudly exclaimed, “William, not only your mother but we all are proud of you. We

are deeply touched by your devotion and your love for your mother,” as she embraced him.

NewaWordsfandlExpressioni

scruffy-looking
enroll
reluctant
nimble
semester
recital
flyer
participate
stumble
remedy
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exclaim /ik'skleim/ PR, KA
devotion /di'vaufon/ ZHR; M Wik
embrace /im'breis/ EiiiEidl
turn down fade, A2k
in a hurry S, B, 2l
be fascinated with PkRfE T
in case LAB, #4%
stone deaf TEREM
pass away it
well over Hiith, Zi
Proper Names
Beethoven I'bei touvan/ NZ3F (1770—1827, FEEMEMZE)

Reading Comprehension

[. Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. Why was the music teacher reluctant to accept William?
2. What was the music teacher fascinated with?

3
4
5

Why did William stop coming for the music lessons?

. Would William’s mother be proud to hear the music for her? Why?

. What can we learn from the text?

[[. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to the

text.

4@

The music teacher didn’t prefer her students’ fingers too nimble.
William wanted to learn the piano because his mother wanted him to play.
The music teacher advised William to stop coming for his lessons.

The teacher didn’t refuse William to contribute a musical piece in the piano recital.

L

All the audience and the teacher were moved because of the devotion and love of

William for his mother.



Beautiful Music for Mother

Vocabulary Practice

[ll. Complete each sentence with the correct form of the word that begins with the letter

given.
1. She knitted a pair of mittens for me with her n fingers.
2. 1 don’t suppose there’ll everbe ar for that.
3. He wanted to e his innocence in front of the crowd.
4. Let us not forget to e those whom we love.

5. Men make mistakes; horses s

[V. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of the expressions given below.

participate in in a hurry in case , turn down

stone deaf pass away be fascinated with dedicate...to

1. The house came to him when his parents

2. They got up late this morning. The mother dressed her baby

3. If you look back into history, you will certainly many quaint customs and cultures.
4. She said nothing her temper slipped out of gear.
5. I think you are under an obligation not to his offer.
6. He’s . You’ll have to shout if you want him to hear you.
7. He his first album Woody Allen.
8. Over half the population of this country sports.
Translation

V. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. She preferred her students to start their music lessons at a younger age when their fingers are
nimble.

2. There was something about William, which she was fascinated with—the tender look in his eyes
each time he mentioned “mother.”

3. At the end of the semester, the music teacher decided to organize a piano recital for her students
and she sent flyers to them to participate.

4. William bowed before the audience and said he was thankful for the music teacher’s patience with

him as he might not have been the best of her pupils.

©s
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VI.

5.

Everyone was electrified to hear what William said and tears welled over their eyes.

Translate the following sentences into English.

1.

b iR i E T4 T IR AEIE . (reluctant)

2. fIEHRE W— N N IESF A AT H & . (scruffy-looking)
3. BEWPF, %SmHEER 7. (in case)

4.

5. RHER R TE R BiE Z B AR B . (be fascinated with)

MRS BRI A YIKZS, i1 K. (well over)

Grammar Practice

\ll. Complete the following sentences by deciding on the most appropriate word or words

from the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

1.

It was in that lab they did the chemical experiment.
A. which B. where C. that D. what
When you come tomorrow afternoon, I the painting.
A. will finish B. shall be finished C. will have finished D. have finished
. Nobody but Tom and Mary the secret.
A. know B. knows C. have known D. is known
. The medicine has many functions, are unknown to us.
A. some of that B. some of them C. some of which D. some of what
. Though the horses got off with a good start, it was not long most of them were

out of the race.

A. before B. after C. when D. until
The doctor recommended that he arest for a few days.

A. has B. will have C. have D. had

He gave up his job for his family and for himself.

A. both B. all C. much D. little
Have you heard the news she failed in the English exam again?

A. which B. if C. that D. whether
China is larger than in Asia.

A. other country B. all the countries

C. any country D. other countries
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10. When about his qualifications for the position, Tom kept silent.
A. being asked B. asked C. asking D. to be asked
11. Knock the door before you enter the room.
A.on B. for C. at D.in
12. The bicycle by Mr. Zhang’s brother now.
A. has been repaired B. is being repaired C. is repaired D. has repaired
13. When my son was a child, he ice cream, but he doesn’t like it now.
A. used to like B. was liking C. use to like D. used to liking
14. Only after half a year to find the result of my experiment in his lab.
A. I begun B. I had begun C. have I begun D. did I begun
15. People are coming to understand that easy access to is often the key to success in
this highly developed society.
A. information B. an information C. the information D. information
16. I prefer to live in the countryside rather than in a city.
A. to live B. live C. living D. lived
17. John had an argument with Tom, was known to all.
A. what B. this C. that D. which
18. frightened me was a loud crash from the next room.
A. How B. What C. That D. Why
19. It’s better to avoid downtown during the rush hour.
A. to drive B. having driven C. driving D. to be driving
20. Itisno use over the split milk.
A. to cry B. crying C.cry D. cried
V. Fill in each blank with the proper form of the word given in the brackets.
1. To see a place with one’s own eyes is better than any (describe).
2. Vegetation and wildlife (kill) recently in this region owing to the pollution.
3. He looks quite (health) but, in fact, he suffers from many diseases.
4. With the question (settle), they went home.
5. We are going to Florida as soon as we (finish) taking our final exams.
6. Your luggage is overweight. So an (add) charge should be paid.
7. This shop can meet all your (require).
8. Most students (obtain) 160 credits by the time they graduate.
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9. (comparison) with what it was, it has improved greatly.

10. After studying the system carefully, they reached a (conclude).

Writing Practice

Response to a Written Invitation ( #iFHE £ )

Responding to an invitation properly demonstrates your good manners, and it is also a mark of respect
and consideration for your host.

Be short and be polite. Some points of writing a response for your accepting an invitation are as
follows:

1. Say “Thank you” first, and repeat some important contents mentioned in the invitation such as
time and date. For example: “I’ll be delighted to attend your luncheon next Friday, May the fifth, at twelve
o’clock.”

2. Give a definite answer if you are available for being there or not. Don’t write something like “I’1l

come if I’'m in town.”

Sample 1:

Dear Mr. Tom:

Please accept our hearty thanks for your kind invitation to your hoe dinner on Wednesday. Thank you
for including us among limited number of your guests. You may be sure we will join you on that day and
we are looking forward to the pleasure of being with you.

Yours sincerely,
Kate Hill

8@



Beautiful Music for Mother

Some useful expressions used in a response for accepting an invitation:
We are delighted to accept...
It is with great pleasure...

We are sincerely happy to join you...

Some points of writing a response for your being unable to accept an invitation are as follows:
1. Say “Thank you” first for the invitee’s inviting you;
2. Offer the detailed reasons for being unable to accept the invitation, and express your regrets;

3. Express your best wishes to the invitee.

Sample 2:

Dear Mr. Green:

We are very appreciative of your so warmly including us among your selected guests for Wednesday.
Most unfortunately, however, we shall be unable to avail ourselves of your kind invitation on account of a
previous engagement for the same day. I have ordered the Queen Department Store to deliver you a trifle,
which please accept as a humble token of our felicitation on the party.

With best wishes for a very jolly home dinner.

Yours sincerely,
Mary White

Some useful expressions used in a response for being unable to accept an invitation:
I shall have to say “no” to your kind invitation...

Very regretfully...

Unfortunately, it will be impossible...

Because of... we find we cannot...

[X . Write a response letter to the invitation as follows to show you are pleased to accept it.

HAE T oK, 5 BRI R B R IRIR S %2 Ha8E .
Dear Jane,

We have four tickets for a famous film shown at Victory Cinema, The Longest Day, Friday, the ninth.
Will you join us? We’ll be looking for you at eight sharp Friday night in front of the cinema, so don’t
disappoint us!

Warmest regards,

Alice
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Text B

Is Packing Important to You?

A young man was getting ready to graduate from
college. For many months he had admired a beautiful
sports car in a dealer’s showroom, and knowing his father
could well afford it, he told him that was all he wanted.

As Graduation Day approached, the young man
 awaited signs that his father had purchased the car.
Finally, on the morning of his graduation, his father

called him into his private study. His father told him

how proud he was to have such a fine son, and told him
how much he loved him. He handed his son a beautiful
wrapped gift box. Curious, but somewhat disappointed, the young man opened the box and found a lovely,
leather-bound Bible, with the young man’s name embossed in gold.

Angrily, he raised his voice to his father and said, “With all your money you give me a Bible?” He
then stormed out of the house, leaving the Bible.

Many years passed and the young man was very successful in business. He had a beautiful home and
a wonderful family, but realizing his father was very old, he thought perhaps he should go to see him. He
had not seen him since that graduation day. Before he could make the arrangements, he received a telegram
telling him his father had passed away, and willed all of his possessions to his son. He needed to come
home immediately and take care of things.

When he arrived at his father’s house, sudden sadness and regret filled his heart. He began to search
through his father’s important papers and saw the still new Bible, just as he had left it years ago. With tears,
he opened the Bible and began to turn the pages. As he was reading, a car key dropped from the back of the
Bible. It had a tag with the dealer’s name, the same dealer who had the sports car he had desired. On the tag
was the date of his graduation, and the words “PAID IN FULL.”

How many times do we miss blessings because they are not packaged as we expected? I trust you
enjoyed this. Do not spoil what you have by desiring what you have not; but remember that what you now
have was once among the things you only hoped for. Sometimes we don’t realize the good fortune we have
or we could have because we expect “the packaging” to be different. What may appear as bad fortune may

in fact be the door that is just waiting to be opened.
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