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The Time ls‘ S%O”ﬂjﬁ

ofe 1% / Anonymous

You who are letting miserable misunderstandings run on from
year to year, meaning to clear them up some day; you who are keeping
wretched quarrels alive because you cannot quite make up your mind
that now is the day to sacrifice your pride and kill them; you who
are passing men sullenly upon the street, not speaking to them out of
some silly spite, and yet knowing that it would fill you with shame
and remorse if you heard that one of those men were dead tomorrow
morning; you who are letting your friend’s heart ache for a word of
appreciation or sympathy if only you could know and see and feel, all
of a sudden, that “the time is short” how it would break the spell! How
you would go instantly and do the thing which you might never have

another chance to do!
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miserable [mizerabl] adj. IKBH; BEH
1) His wretchedness made him feel miserable.

R MR+ D HEZ

quarrel [kwaral] n. 0PZ2, & B; 8B
1} She likes to stoke up quarrels between people.
ER PR AN Z BB RF,

sacrifice [‘sekrifais] v. 44%; £330; ME3E
¢ll The goat was offered as a sacrifice.

FRARMENERN,

appreciation [s,prizfitifon] n. BHiR; RE; B
7} He shows no appreciation of art.
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You who are letting miserable misunderstandings run on from year
to year...

year to year: fEF; S
(]

...you cannot quite make up your mind that now is the day to
sacrifice your pride and kill them...
make up one’s mind: FTERL
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o¢ fI/R5k » B+5% / Ralph Richmond

Just ten years ago I sat across the desk from a doctor with a
stethoscope. “Yes,” he said, “there is a lesion in the left upper lobe.
You have a moderately advanced case...” I listened, stunned, as he
continued: “You’ll have to give up work at once and go to bed. Later
on, we’ll see...” He gave me no assurance.

Feeling like a man who, in mid-career, has suddenly been placed
under sentence of death with an indefinite reprieve, I left the doctor’s
office, walked over to the park and sat down on a bench—perhaps, as I
then told myself, for the last time. I needed to think.

In the next three days I cleared up my affairs. Then I went home,
got into bed and set my watch to tick off not the minutes but the
months.

Two and a half years, and many dashed hopes later, I left my bed
and began the long climb back. It was another year before I made it.

I speak of this experience because these years that passes so



slowly taught me what to value and what to believe. They said to me:
Take time before time takes you.

I realize now that this world I’m living in is not my oyster to
be opened, but my opportunity to be grasped. Each day to me is a
precious entity. The sun comes up and presents me with twenty-four
brand new, wonderful hours—not to pass but to fill. I've learned to
appreciate those little all-important things I never thought I had the
time to notice before—the play of light on running water, the music of
the wind in my favorite pine tree.

I seem now to see and hear and feel with some of the recovered
freshness of childhood. How well, for instance, I recall the touch of
the springy earth under my feet the day I first stepped upon it after
the years in bed. It was almost more than I could bear. It was like
regaining one’s citizenship in a world one had nearly lost.

Frequently I sit back and say to myself: Let me make note of
this moment I’m living right now. Because in it I'm well, happy, hard
at work doing what I like best to do. It won’t always be like this; so
while it is, I’ll make the most of it. And afterwards, I'll remember and
be grateful.

All this I owe to that long time spent “on the sidelines” of life.
Wiser people come to this awareness without having to acquire it the
hard way. But I wasn’t wise enough. I’'m wiser now—a little—and
happier.

“Look thy last on all things lovely—every hour!” With these
words Walter de la Mare sums up for me my philosophy and my
belief. God made this world—in spite of what man now and then tries
to do to unmake it—a dwelling place of beauty and wonder, and He
filled it with more goodness than most of us suspect. And so I say to
myself: Should I not pretty often take time to absorb the beauty and



the wonder,to contribute at least a little to the goodness? And should I

not then, in my heart, give thanks? Truly I do. This I believe.
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assurance [sfusrons] n. 1RiF; HiE; REE
@) | plant products low prices, quality assurance, timely delivery.

B aMEER, REBHRIE, KRR,

reprieve l[ri'pri:v] n. 42, 27
) The prisoner condemned to death was reprieved for three years.

HIFETH &9 FRIC R = F 170

opportunity [spatju:niti] n. Hl&; KL
) She still have opportunity to love other?
WEAEFNEE EFIAIL?

frequently [‘frizkwontli] adv. & Hh; SAEH
) The area is flooded, as frequently happens during the typhoon.
XMXFEKET, IRERNEEREN,
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You'll have to give up work at once and go to bed.
give up: HMFH
e

In the next three days | cleared up my affairs.
clearup: ¥7H3; BFE




