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Foreword

The Turpan is a coruscating bright pearl in the silk road, it has profound histori—
cal culture sedimentary accretion, at one time there were 24 kinds of characters and
17 kinds of languages ever being used; there are unique geographical styles and
features, the blazing Huoyan Mountain and the undermost lake in China,Aydingkol
make people get full of reverie. It takes on a song and dance show of peace and
prosperity all around under the verdure grape trellis, and all kinds of mineral
deposit under the land benefit our human.

We can set eyes on farther historical natural form which is lying here silently.
And we can also set eyes on the non—material culture heritage the “Turpan
Mukamu”,which is still living and has been carried on in an endless succession.

In recent years, we carried out Turpan study, and established the Turpan Re—
search Institute, organized specialists and scholars from home and abroad to carry
out academic exchange in many times, and utilized cultural heritage protection and
research organizations,recovery—conservation programmes to carry out recovery
and protection maintenance and repair for ruins of the Jiaohe Ancient City, Gao—
chang Ancient City, Taizang Buddhist Pagoda, and the Baizeklik Thousand
Buddha Hole, and the ruin of Tuyu Gully.

In order to actively urge on heritage application for the silk road (the Xinjiang
stretch), we made local regulations on culture museum and preservation of cultural
relics, established protection and emergency repair “planning”, and held karez arti—
san and management (professional) personnel training classes, the protection and
maintenance and repair programme for the first batch of karez has already been
carried out.

At the same time, we also established a directory for the local nationality and
folk handicraftsmen and carrying—on folk persons of Turpan. The first Mukamu
Carrying—on Center of Xinjiang for which the name was given by the Xinjiang
Uygur Autonomous Regional People’ s Government was also completed in the
Shanshan County.

The nomination for the state west subject “Turpan Mukamu” which was jointly
applied for by the publicity department of the Turpan Prefectural Party Committee
of Communist Party of China and the Art Research Institute of Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region (the Non—material Culture Heritage Protection Research
Center of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region) has obtained approval. The
“Turpan Mukamu” is also nominated in the first batch of state level non—material
culture heritage protection directory by the State Culture Ministry.

Throughout the years, the unremitting efforts of many specialists and scholars
and the zealous participation of public who love the Mukamu art have made the
work obtain profitable achievements. Based on the original incorporation, the sub—
ject group of the “Study on Turpan Mukamu” is going to publish this book of Pic—
ture Album, and hereby promote the Mukamu study and carry on the Mukamu,
making the past serve the present and putting forth new ideas.

The Huoyan Mountain shows seething heart, and dreams come true under grape
trellis. Friends from all over the world, we welcome you to come to Turpan for
tour, and seek roots and natural wonders.

Liu Xinsheng, Secretary of the CPC Turpan Prefecture Committee
January, 2010
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Brief Introduction of Turpan Mukamu

The Uygur traditional music dance Mukamu art, was gradually formed in the

long historical culture river. She was a lipper in the confluence of sources of the
“Ten Music” of the Sui-Tang Dynasty or the Western Regions music dance of
the Han Dynasty which was even earlier.

Now the Uygur Mukamu which has been collated and published has various

styles and different types, of which there are the Twelve Mukamu, Turpan
Mukamu, Hami Mukamu, and Duolang Mukamu,etc. The Turpan Mukamu has
already been collated and published for 11 sets.

The most libretto of the Turpan Mukamu was poetical works and folk ballads

of the well-known Uygur poets of Middle Ages.

The accompanying music instruments of the Turpan Mukamu mainly have:

Sataer, Dutaer, Tanboer, and tambourine,etc. Besides the singing with musical
instrument accompaniment, there is also a kind of performance form of beating
drum and blowing wind instrument.

The Turpan Mukamu integrates the song, dance, and music. In the music

dance of the Turpan Mukamu, the artistic characteristics of “there are no songs
without drum, no dances without drum, music changing with drum changing,
and dance changing with music changing” embody the major characteristics of
the ancient central plains and north desert grassland music dance (the Western
Regions agriculture plowing music dance), and we can see the elements which
borrowed from music dances of countries (regions) such as the Central Asia,
West Asia, and North Africa,etc. The Turpan Mukamu was the crystal of the
East—-West music dance exchanges, and it recorded and verified the history of
the interaction, blending, enriching, and innovation of the traditional cultures of

different nationalities and different regions.
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