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(Frank ﬂégd Wright

“My first feeling was hunger for reality, for sincerity, for the simplicity that
would yield a broader, deeper comfort. In me there was a growing idea of
simplicity as organic—an idea | had been born into and trained in. Organic

simplicity might be seen everywhere, producing significant character in the
harmonious order | was taught to call nature. | had been more familiar with it on

the Wisconsin farm, where all around me | might see beauty in growing things,
and with a little effort learn how they grew to be ‘beautiful.’”
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" Text

[1] T love Wisconsin because my staunch old grandfather with my gentle
grandmother and ten children settled here. Nearby I see the site of their old
homestead and the homesteads of their offspring as I write; Offspring myself,
my home and workshop planted on the ground grandfather and his sons broke
before the Indians had entirely gone away.

[2] This Wisconsin valley with the spring water stream winding down as its
center line has been looked forward to by me and mine from all over the world
as home. I come back from the distant, strange and beautiful places I used to
read about when I was a boy, and wander about, with the feeling that there was
nothing anywhere better than this. Surroundings are more dramatic elsewhere,
perhaps stranger, grander, more thrilling too, but there’s nothing that picks
you up in its arms and so gently, almost lovingly, cradles you as do these
gentle southwestern Wisconsin hills—these ranges of low hills that make these
fertile valleys by leading down to the great sandy plain that was once the bed
of a mightier Wisconsin River than any of us have ever seen. I doubt that that
vast river flood was ever more beautiful than this wide, slow winding curving
stream in its broad sand bed, where gleaming sandbars make curved beaches
and shaded shores to be overhung by masses of great greenery. It is not quite
like any of the more important rivers of the world; it is more what specialists in
scenery would call picturesque, but it is, nevertheless, unique.

[3] And the Wisconsin red barn! Wisconsin barns are mostly all red, and
everywhere constitute a feature of the landscape missing in most states; a
farmstead here is somehow warmed and given life by the red of the barns
scattered about on the green hills and among the yellow fields with the
sun on them. And then Wisconsin is a dairy state—that means her herds of
pure Holsteins or Guernseys, or what have you, occupying the best ground
anywhere around, making pictures that complement the one made by the red
barn. Wisconsin, fond of passing laws, should pass another one compelling

every farmer to paint the barn red, and yet another requiring him to pasture his
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cows by the high way and his pigs back behind the barn.

[4] A good old state, our state—extremely beautiful physically, a veritable
playground for humanity in summer, with an individuality not to be found
elsewhere. I have found out, too, that we are known abroad as a “progressive”
state; many persons outside the United States are familiar with the names of
those who have helped make Wisconsin outstanding for its scientific, political
and agrarian advances. I too always speak of Wisconsin as “progressive” when
I talk about her away from home, not understanding precisely what the word
means—any more than do most other Wisconsin people, I suppose. But that is
what Wisconsin would like to be anyway, and what she means to be, which is
most important after all.

[5] I love Wisconsin’s hopes, her beauty, her honesty, her individuality;
these qualities, impressed on me as a boy, had a profound effect on the
philosophy that directed my career.

[6] When I was a young architect living in a Chicago suburb, a certain type
of dwelling had somehow become typical American architecture. Although
by any faith in nature, implicit or explicit, it did not belong anywhere. It had
no sense of unity, space or proportion; it had little sense of earth, beginning
somewhere way down in the wet and ending as high up as it could get. To take
any one of these so called homes away would have improved the landscape
and helped to clear the atmosphere. They were bedeviled boxes with fussy lids,
complex boxes that had to be cut up by all kinds of holes to let in light and air,
with especially ugly holes to go in and come out of; architecture seemed to
consist in what was done to these holes.

[7] All this I saw around me seemed affected, nonsensical, or profane. My
first feeling was hunger for reality, for sincerity, for the simplicity that would
yield a broader, deeper comfort. In me there was a growing idea of simplicity as
organic—an idea I had been born into and trained in. Organic simplicity might
be seen everywhere, producing significant character in the harmonious order
I was taught to call nature. I had been more familiar with it on the Wisconsin
farm, where all around me I might see beauty in growing things, and with a
little effort learn how they grew to be “beautiful.” None were ever insignificant.

Instinctively I loved the Prairie as simplicity itself; the trees, flowers, and sky
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were thrilling by contrast. I saw that anything with a little height looked quite
taller on the prairie; every detail of height becomes intensely significant there,
but all breadth fall short.

[8] When men built on the prairies, however, this tremendous
spaciousness was needlessly sacrificed, all cut up crosswise or lengthwise
into twenty-five or fifty foot lots; space was reduced to a money matter, with
salesmanship parceling out the ground and selling it with no restrictions.
Everywhere in a great, new, free country, I could see only this mean tendency
to tip every structure up edgewise instead of letting it lie comfortably flat on
the ground, where spaciousness was a virtue.

[9] I had an idea that the planes parallel to the earth in buildings identify
themselves with the ground, making the buildings belong to the earth. I felt
that every house in a low region should begin on the ground, rather than in
it. Putting these ideas to work, I devised a house at ground level, eliminating
the damp basement. Another idea, that shelter should be the essential look
of any dwelling, was responsible for my adding the low spreading roof with
generously projecting eaves. These various feelings, all taking the same
direction, make it apparent that I was born an American child of the ground
and of space, welcoming spaciousness as a modern human need; the farm had
no negligible share in developing this sense of things in me, [ am sure.

[10] Taliesin, my home, has received architectural pilgrims from all over
the world: the pilgrims have gone home and written in their newspapers and
magazines and books about America as they discovered it hidden away in a
rural nook in southwestern Wisconsin. In this nook is our busy workshop,
out of which have come plans for buildings that have established new ideals
in architecture and carried new principles of engineering into effect. The
American people need only to know that they can build real buildings. We
would like to hold and consolidate all these gains for Wisconsin; we are
trying to do this by establishing a larger industrial workshop near here for
young people who want to be American artists. Students are awakening to a
lively interest in this matter. Perhaps the state university itself might take an
interest—but that interest might, after all, stultify our own enjoyment in a fresh

endeavor and get us mixed up with senators and assemblymen and committees
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and regents, and wear us all away with nothing done. Our social system is like
that, unfortunately; yes, even in Wisconsin.

[11] Why does any real progress have to overcome so much resistance?
Why do we need so many first class funerals to get anything sensible done, if it
is unusual? Some day Wisconsin will be so progressive, that she will consider
the fine arts not only as essential as politics, science, or farming, but even more
fundamental to any state that would live “above the belt”.

[12] Getting back to why I love Wisconsin...

[13] I love Wisconsin because of every sincere, forward-looking
experiment the state itself has ever made, whether it succeeded or not; because
of her courage, her love of independence, her true belief in individuality. I love
Wisconsin because 1 am by birth and nature a Wisconsin radical. Radical is a
fine word meaning “roots”; being radical, I must strike root somewhere, and
Wisconsin is my somewhere; I feel my root in these hillsides as I know those
of the oak that have struck in here beside me—and that oak and I understand
each other. Wisconsin soil has put sap into my veins, and I should love her as I

love my forebears, and as I love my work.

1. Frank Lloyd Wright (1867—1959) was an American architect, interior
designer, writer and educator. Wright promoted organic architecture, was
a leader of the Prairie School movement of architecture, and developed
the concept of the Usonian home. His work includes original and
innovative examples of many different building types, including offices,
churches, schools, skyscrapers, hotels, and museums.

2. Organic simplicity Wright practiced what is known as organic architec-
ture, an architecture that evolves naturally out of the context, most
importantly for him the relationship between the site and the building
and the needs of the client. For example, houses in wooded regions
made heavy use of wood, desert houses had rambling floor planes and
heavy use of stone, and houses in rocky areas such as Los Angeles were
built mainly of cinder block.



e REMRAETBEEHE (54%)
EIVE '

3. Prairie Between 1900 and 1917, Wright’s residential designs were “Prairie
Houses”, so-called because the design is considered to complement the
land around Chicago. These houses featured extended low buildings
with shallow, sloping roofs, clean sky lines, suppressed chimneys,

overhangs and terraces, using unfinished materials.

Reading Tasks

I weaninginoworss S

Q}Word-building

When you come across a new word in reading, don’t get stuck. Instead,

try to be a word-analyst, using the “old knowledge” you have about words and
breaking the new one into smaller parts to see whether there are some “old” or

familiar elements which can give you a clue of the meaning of the word.

Below is a list of words from this unit. Definitions of these words appear on
the right. Analyze the words, and then put the number of the word next to the

appropriate definition.

New Words  Word Compositions Definitions
1. homestead = bome + stead __together to set up; form
2. constitute = + __toward the edge, the thin, sharp,

cutting part of a blade

3. overhang = + __assumed for effect, artificial, to
impress people

4. nonsensical = + __having more than enough space or

room, not limited

I
+

5. edgewise 1 a place where a family makes its
home, including the land, house and

outbuildings



11.
12.

. Spaciousness

. forebear

. radical

. consolidate
10.

identify

stultify
affected
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=_ _ _+_ __conveying an absurd meaning or no
meaning at all
= e __to make something the same with

another
= A4 __together to make solid; combine
into a single whole
. __to render worthless, useless or futile
I __going to the root, foundation or
source of something; (of opinions and
actions) far beyond the norm
=_ +_ __ancestor
= 4+ _ __to hang over or beyond; impend

QWords from context

Use the context provided to determine the meanings of the italicized words.

Write a definition, synonym, or description of each of the italicized words in

the space provided.

1.

Many persons outside the United States are familiar with
the names of those who have helped make Wisconsin
outstanding for its scientific, political and agrarian
advances.

Perhaps the state university itself might take an interest but

that interest might, after all, stultify our own enjoyment in
a fresh endeavor and get us mixed up with senators and
assemblymen and committees and regents, and wear us all
away with nothing done.

They were bedeviled boxes with fussy lids, complex boxes

that had to be cut up by all kinds of holes to let in light and
air.

And then Wisconsin is a dairy state—that means her

herds of pure Holsteins or Guernseys, or what have you,
occupying the best ground anywhere around, making
pictures that complement the one made by the red barn.



