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Three Days to See

I. Listening Activities

Section 1 Long Conversation

Listen to the conversation between a woman and a shop assistant.

Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1.

What sort of mobile phone is the woman looking for?
A. The one to make phone calls.

B. The one to access the internet.

C. The one to send text messages.

D. The one with all the above-mentioned functions.

. What colors of mobile phone does the shop have?

A. White and blue. B. Red and blue.
C. White and pink. D. Red and pink.

. What doesn’ t the shop assistant mention about the function of mobile

phones?

A. Keeping track of the calls received.
B. Clock function.

C. Voice and speed dialing.

D. Taking pictures.

. What does the shop assistant remind the woman of at last?

A. Getting the receipt.



I FERERE
Comprehensive English Appreciation

B. The catalogue with information of the mobile phone accessories.
C. Getting the change.

D. Mobile phone accessories.

Section 2 Passage

A) Listen to the passage and complete the chart with numbers.

If the world were a village of 100 people

) Western )
Asians Europeans ] Africans
Hemisphere

female male
white non-white
Christian non-Christian
homosexual heterosexual
substandard

) unable to read
housing
suffer

. near death

from malnutrition
near birth college education

B) Listen to the passage again and fill in the blanks with the missing
words.

If you (1) , you are more blessed than

the millions who will not survive this week. If you have never experienced

(2) , you are ahead of 500 million people in
the world. If you (3) , you are richer than
75% of this world. If you (4) , you are

among the top 8% of the world’ s wealth. If (5)

b

you are very rare, even in the United Stated and Canada.

Someone once said: what goes around comes around. So. ..



Work like (6)
Love like (7)
Dance like (8)
Sing like (9)
Live like (10)

Section 3 Song

Unit 1
Three Days To See

Listen to the song and fill in the blanks with the missing words.

Never Had a Dream Come True
S Club 7
Everybody’ s got something they had to (1)

One regret from yesterday that just seems to (2)

with time

There’ s no use lookin’ back or wonderin’
How it could be now or might have been

Oh, this I know, but still T can’t find ways to (3)

I never had a dream come true
Till the day (4)
Even though I (5) that I moved on

You’ll always be my baby
I never found (6)
You’ re the one 1 (7) each day

And I know no matter where life (8)

(9) will always be with you.

Somewhere in my memory, I lost all (10)

And tomorrow can never be

“Cause (11) is all that fills my mind

There’ s no use looking back or wondering
How it could be now or might have been
Oh, this I know, but still I can’t find ways to (12)
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You’ 1l always be the dream that fills (13)

Yes you will, say you will, you know you will, oh baby!
You’ll always be (14) I know I’ 1l never forget!
There’ s no use looking back or wondering

Because love is a (15) and funny thing

No matter how I try and try, I just can’t say goodbye!

No, no, no, no!

II. Oral Activities

Work in groups of four or five. Imagine there is a miracle store that
actually sells the commodities shown in the table below. The owners of this
store, however, only stock the items if they are convinced there is a
demand. Please choose three items you want to buy, and try to find for
each at least three other “buyers” , that is, other students who have also
chosen it. Mark the names of the other students in the appropriate column
if four people want an item, this is enough “demand” to justify the owners
of the store acquiring the stock. The aim is to get the owners to stock all the

items you have chosen , so persuade the others to buy the same items as you.

. the Second the Third the Fourth
Name of commodity
buyer buyer buyer

More free time

An automatic house-cleaning robot

Popularity

A job that involves travel abroad

Fame

Attractive appearance

A perfect figure

More excitement in my life
Perfect health

A talent for making money

More patience and persistence

e 4.
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IT1. Reading for Appreciation

Three Days to See
Helen Keller'

All of us have read thrilling stories in which the hero had only a
limited and specified time to live. Sometimes it was as long as a year;
sometimes as short as twenty-four hours. But always we were interested in
discovering just how the doomed man chose to spend his last days or his
last hours. [ speak, of course, of free men who have a choice, not
condemned criminals whose sphere of activities is strictly delimited.

Such stories set us thinking, wondering what we should do under
similar circumstances. What events, what experiences, what associations
should we crowd into those last hours as mortal beings? What happiness
should we find in reviewing the past, what regrets?

Sometimes | have thought it would be an excellent rule to live each
day as if we should die tomorrow. Such an attitude would emphasize
sharply the values of life. We should live each day with a gentleness, a
vigor, and a keenness of appreciation which are often lost when time
stretches before us in the constant panorama of more days and months and
years to come. There are those, of course, who would adopt the
Epicurean motto of “Eat, drink, and be merry” , but most people would
be chastened by the certainty of impending death.

In stories the doomed hero is usually saved at the last minute by
some stroke of fortune, but almost always his sense of values is changed.
He becomes more appreciative of the meaning of life and its permanent
spiritual values. It has often been noted that those who live, or have
lived, in the shadow of death bring a mellow sweetness to everything they
do.

Most of us, however, take life for granted. We know that one day we
must die, but usually we picture that day as far in the future. When we

are in buoyant health, death is all but unimaginable. We seldom think of

T
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it. The days stretch out in an endless vista. So we go about our petty
tasks, hardly aware of our listless attitude toward life.

The same lethargy, 1 am afraid, characterizes the use of all our
faculties and senses. Only the deaf appreciate hearing, only the blind
realize the manifold blessings that lie in sight. Particularly does this
observation apply to those who have lost sight and hearing in adult
life. But those who have never suffered impairment of sight or hearing
seldom make the fullest use of these blessed faculties. Their eyes and
ears take in all sights and sounds hazily, without concentration and
with little appreciation. It is the same old story of not being grateful
for what we have until we lose it, of not being conscious of health until
we are ill.

I have often thought it would be a blessing if each human being were
stricken blind and deaf for a few days at some time during his early adult
life. Darkness would make him more appreciative of sight; silence would
teach him the joys of sound.

Now and then I have tested my seeing friends to discover what they
see. Recently I was visited by a very good friend who had just returned
from a long walk in the woods, and I asked her what she had observed.
“Nothing in particular,” she replied. I might have been incredulous had
I not been accustomed to such responses, for long ago I became convinced
that the seeing see little.

How was it possible, I asked myself, to walk for an hour through the
woods and see nothing worthy of note? I who cannot see find hundreds of
things to interest me through mere touch. I feel the delicate symmetry of a
leaf. I pass my hands lovingly about the smooth skin of a silver birch, or
the rough, shaggy bark of a pine. In the spring I touch the branches of
trees hopefully in search of a bud, the first sign of awakening Nature after
her winter’ s sleep. Occasionally, if [ am very fortunate, I place my hand
gently on a small tree and feel the happy quiver of a bird in full song. I

am delighted to have the cool waters of a brook rush through my open

<6
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fingers. To me a lush carpet of pine needles or spongy grass is more
welcome than the most luxurious Persian rug. To me the pageant of
seasons is a thrilling and unending drama, the action of which streams
through my finger tips.

At times my heart cries out with longing to see all these things. If I
can get so much pleasure from mere touch, how much more beauty must
be revealed by sight. Yet, those who have eyes apparently see little. The
panorama of color and action which fills the world is taken for granted. It
is human, perhaps, to appreciate little that which we have and to long for
that which we have not, but it is a great pity that in the world of light the
gift of sight is used only as a mere convenience rather than as a means of
adding fullness to life.

If I were the president of a university I should establish a compulsory
course in “How to Use Your Eyes. ” The professor would try to show his
pupils how they could add joy to their lives by really seeing what passes
unnoticed before them. He would try to awake their dormant and sluggish
faculties.

Perhaps I can best illustrate by imagining what I should most like to
see if I were given the use of my eyes, say, for just three days. And while
I am imagining, suppose you, too, set your mind to work on the problem
of how you would use your own eyes if you had only three more days to
see. If with the on-coming darkness of the third night you knew that the
sun would never rise for you again, how would you spend those three
precious intervening days? What would you most want to let your gaze rest
upon?

I, naturally, should want most to see the things which have become

dear to me through my years of darkness.

On the first day, I should want to see the people whose kindness and
gentleness and companionship have made my life worth living. First I

should like to gaze long upon the face of my dear teacher, Mrs. Anne

$ Ta
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Sullivan Macy, who came to me when I was a child and opened the outer
world to me. I should want not merely to see the outline of her face, so
that I could cherish it in my memory, but to study that face and find in it
the living evidence of the sympathetic tenderness and patience with which
she accomplished the difficult task of my education. [ should like to see
in her eyes that strength of character which has enabled her to stand firm
in the face of difficulties, and that compassion for all humanity which she
has revealed to me so often.

I do not know what it is to see into the heart of a friend through that
“window of the soul”, the eye. I can only “see” through my finger tips
the outline of a face. I can detect laughter, sorrow, and many other
obvious emotions. | know my friends from the feel of their faces. But I
cannot really picture their personalities by touch. [ know their
personalities, of course, through other means, through the thoughts they
express to me, through whatever of their actions are revealed to me. But |
am denied that deeper understanding of them which I am sure would come
through sight of them, through watching their reactions to various
expressed thoughts and circumstances, through noting the immediate and

fleeting reactions of their eyes and countenance.

How much easier, how much more satisfying it is for you who can
see to grasp quickly the essential qualities of another person by watching
the subtleties of expression, the quiver of a muscle, the flutter of a hand.
But does it ever occur to you to use your sight to see into the inner nature
of a friend or acquaintance? Do not most of you seeing people grasp
casually the outward features of a face and let it go at that?

For instance, can you describe accurately the faces of five good
friends? Some of you can, but many cannot. As an experiment, I have
questioned husbands of long standing about the color of their wives’ eyes,
and often they express embarrassed confusion and admit that they do not

know. And, incidentally, it is a chronic complaint of wives that their

. 8.
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husbands do not notice new dresses, new hats, and changes in household
arrangements.

The eyes of seeing persons soon become accustomed to the routine of
their surroundings, and they actually see only the startling and
spectacular. But even in viewing the most spectacular sights the eyes are
lazy. Court records reveal every day how inaccurately “eyewitnesses”
see. A given event will be “seen” in several different ways by as many
witnesses. Some see more than others, but few see everything that is
within the range of their vision.

Oh, the things that I should see if I had the power of sight for just
three days!

Notes :

1. Helen Keller (1880 —1968) . an American author, political activist,
and lecturer, the most famous handicapped person in the world. A severe
fever at age 19 months left Keller blind and deaf and barely able to
communicate. At age six Keller met Anne Sullivan, the tutor who taught
Keller the alphabet and thereby opened up the world to her. Keller
became an excellent student and eventually attended Radcliffe College,
where she graduated with honors in 1904. Helen Keller was the first deaf
blind person to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree. While at Radcliffe she
wrote an autobiography, The Story of My Life (1902 ), which made her
famous. Her many later books included The World I Live In (1908 ) , Out
of the Dark (1913), and 1938’ s Helen Keller’ s Journal. In later life
Keller became an activist and lecturer, sometimes in support of the blind
and deaf, and sometimes for causes including Socialism and women’ s
rights. She also founded and promoted the American Foundation for the
Blind. During her lifetime Keller was regarded as one of America’s most
inspirational figures. In 1964 | she was awarded the Presidential Medal of

Freedom, one of the United States’ two highest civilian honors.
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New Words

doom .

condemn v.
sphere n.
delimit v.
panorama n.
Epicurean adj.
motto n.

chasten v.

impending adj.

mellow adj.

buoyant adj.

vista n.

listless adj.
lethargy n.
manifold adj.
impairment .
hazily adv.
incredulous adj.

symmetry n.

birch n.

- 10 -

to make sb. /sth. certain to fail, suffer, die,etc. ¥
SERM SET-5F

to show or suggest that sb. is guilty of sth.
TIL ] 5 2

to decide what the limits of sth. are
E8

BEIREXNH

& P B

to make sb. feel sorry for sth. they have done
(usu. of an unpleasant event) that is going to happen
RIRE A A2 1Y, 38 1 JE BERY

FEA I, H SR

cheerful and feeling sure that things will be successful
fer bR M ST (LAY, SR LAY

a beautiful view =0 ; 50

having no energy or enthusiasm JCAGFT K1, KA 1E
AL

the state of not having any energy or enthusiasm for
TREFTR R

EZEZ e d:D)

UERA A R
an area of activity
e

N

very soon

soft, rich and pleasant

doing things
of many different types

BRI, FRAS, 1540
not clearly because of a lack of memory FEURf#b ;10

ENGE:

loss

not willing or not able to believe sth. AN EHHHIFH,
RARMEER

the exact match in size and shape between two parts of
sth.  XFHR

FIHERS , HERY



shaggy adj.
bark n.

quiver n.

brook n.
lush adj.

spongy adj.
Persian adj.

pageant n.

unending adj.

dormant adj.

sluggish adj.

intervene adj.
compassion 1.
detect v.

fleeting adj.

countenance n.

subtlety n.
flutter v.
standing n.
chronic adj.

eyewitness n.

(of hair, fur, etc. )long and untidy ZEFLH)

B

an emotion that has effect on your body; a slight move-
ment in part of your body 5% ZUE ; ER ; Bl 3

a small stream /ME

the outer covering of a tree

(of plants, gardens, etc. ) growing thickly and strongly

BB, AR BB
LR LU

in a way that is attractive
soft and able to absorb water like a sponge
WY

spectacle , something considered as a series of interesting
HW, e

TR 5 PRTRASWTHY

not active now but able to become active in the future
KRR 5 BTA5- 15 B Y

moving, reacting or working more slowly than normal
NG, WP )

to happen in a way that delays sth.

and different events

seeming to last forever

T4 ; BHAR

a strong feeling of sympathy [A]ff , 21X

KW ; A B

KEET NI

Ji £, , AR

to discover or notice sth.
lasting only a short time

a person’s face or their expression

the quality of being subtle  Zlifi{ ; 754k
to move lightly and quickly $43), Biz)

Frazit(a]
KA, 18 M
a person who has seen a crime, accident, etc. and can

H i s WWUEA

length of time that sth. has existed

constant, lasting for a long time

describe it afterwards

Useful Expressions

go about sth.

: continue to do sth. , keep busy with sth.

T 5FY)

B,

11 -



