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Time Limit: 9 minutes 48 seconds

7. First across the Pacific:
The Flight of Double Eagle V

Soaring serenely past Japan’s snow-
crowned Fujiyama on easterly winds, our
four-man helium balloon, Double Eagle
V', embarks on the historic first manned
flight across the world’s greatest ocean —
a distance of nearly 6, 000 miles. The
time is early morning of November 10,
1981, roughly three years since a prede-
cessor, Double Eagle 11, made the first
manned crossing of the Atlantic.

Double Eagle V is a giant compared
to the earlier balloon and to two interim
Dou-
ble Eagle V’s polyethylene gasbag — a

models built for shorter distances.

mere 4.5 millionths of an inch thick —
contains 400, 000 cubic feet of helium,
compared to Double Eagle II's 160, 000
cubic feet. Double Eagle V stands 13 sto-
ries high, two more than Double Eagle
II. Yet the designs are basically similar,
featuring bubble-shaped gasbags and gon-
dolas shaped like boat hulls as a precau-
tion against ditching at sea. Twin infla-
tion tubes loop down from the larger bal-
loon to an enclosed foam-and-fiberglass
gondola. With four men and all gear
aboard. Double FEagle V weighs better
than seven tons. more than half of it bal-

-1-

last in the form of sand, lead shot, sur-
plus water, and expendable items such as
empty oxygen cylinders.

Unlike the Atlantic, which was chal-
lenged by balloonists a dozen times before
it was finally conquered, the Pacific has
been largely ignored. The only successful
transpacific balloon flights occurred dur-
ing World War II, when the Japanese
launched small unmanned balloons carry-
ing incendiary bombs into the high-
altitude jet stream to be borne eastward
toward the Pacific Northwest. Though
ingenious, the flights caused very few
deaths and, in any case, offered little
precedent for manned attempts to cross
the Pacific.

Now, four hours into the flight and
at 15,000 feet, we climb slowly toward
our goal of 26,000 feet, where we hope
to pick up strong easterly winds.

We never reached that goal. Two
hundred miles east of Japan, at around
19, 000 feet,

pected danger: ice accumulating on top of

we encountered an unex-

the gasbag, perilously weighing us down.
Ice was to plague us throughout the

flight, limiting us to an average speed of



68.3 miles an hour. far less than

would have achieved at higher altitudes.

we

where the winds reached 150 miles an
hour.

But other more welcome things ac-
companied us on the long ftlight. As we
drifted cast from Japan toward North
America. transpacific jetliners raised us
on the radio. reporting winds and weath-
er at varying altitudes and. perhaps
equally important. lifting our spirits at
unexpected moments.

One Pan American jet carried our
tamilies on the return flight from Japan
toward the projected landfall in Califor-
nia. The Pan Am pilot spent a busy few
minutes relaying messages across the five
vertical miles that separated us.

Such aspects of long-distance bal-
looning were familiar to me. as captain.
and to Larry Newman. co-captain and ra-
dio navigator. both of us veterans of the
transatlantic flight. Our two pilots were
rookies — Ron Clark. a New Mexico real
estate developer. and Rocky Aoki. the
Japanese owner of the Benihana restau-
rant chain. Despite their limited experi-
ence. both men performed superbly on a
flight as difficult at times.

and. as

dangerous — as any in my experience.

Teamwork more than anything car-
ried Double Eagle V to victory.

During our five nights and four days
aloft. Double Eagle V changed altitude
almost constantly. ranging from a high of
22,000 feet to a low of 4.200.

Like all gas balloons. it was affected
by alternate high and low temperatures of
daylight and darkness. Under the sun’s
warming rays helium inside the gasbag ex-
pands. increasing buoyancy and produc-
ing lift. Conversely. as the helium cools
overnight, it contracts. causing us to re-
The

first law of ballooning is that you stay

lcasc ballast as a countermeasure.

aloft only as long as you have expendable
ballast.

In our case the normal up-and-down
flight pattern was broken, first by heavy
cloud cover that blocked the sun’s rays
and second by the frequent accumulation
of ice and snow. Though we maintained
periodic radio contact with our weather
GRD in Denver. Colorado —

we occasionally had to pass up their ad-

service

vice because of ballast limitations. At one
point some 800 miles northwest of Hawaii.
we were unable to climb to the recom-
mended altitude of 22,000 feet because it
would have required release of thousands
of pounds of ballast — more than we had
left. Instead. we compromised on 500
climbed to 17,000 feet.

reached a speed of 100 miles an hour.

pounds., and

We used oxygen during most of the
flight, as demonstrated by Larry, who
wears a mask beside an open window look-
ing toward Fuji. The oxygen not only
made breathing ecasier but also helped
purge our systems of nitrogen as a protec-
tion against the bends. should we sudden-

ly climb to an extreme altitude to catch



favorable winds.

Danger! As we approached the Cali-
fornia coast on our final day, we encoun-
tered such heavy icing that I feared the
gasbag might split or collapse from the
tremendous weight — an estimated 6,000
pounds spread like a solid cap over the
crown of the bag. flattening it out of
shape.

Although we released 825 pounds of
our meager store of ballast, we still
dropped 12,000 feet in little more than
two hours — to a record low of 4. 200
feet. It seemed certain we would have to
ditch. !

But finally the warmer air at lower
altitudes took effect. The ice cap began
to break up and the bag regained its
shape. loosing a barrage of platter-size
chunks. I snapped this picture through a
Plexiglas window panel; anyone outside
the gondola would have been injured.

Free at last of its ecnormous burden.
Double Eagle V regained altitude. climb-
ing swiftly to 13. 000 feet. where we
picked up a light dusting of snow. Ron
leaned out a side window to inspect the
gondola and to check our remaining bags
less than 1.500

pounds left. but only 500 miles to go.

of ballast we had
As our hopes revived. 1 thought once
that had

backed us against sizable odds. Our gon-

more of the organizations
dola bore the name of Nagashima Onsen.
a Japanese resort that offered us unlimit-
ed hospitality at the launch site. Many

other firms and individuals had provided
equipment. services. and financial assis-
tance.

Yet the flight was far from over.
and during the final hours we were be-
yond all human assistance.

We never saw our final goal, the
California coast. but through the clouds
and darkness below us we caught the un-
mistakable sound of victory — the roar of
surf at Point Arena. Then suddenly we
found ourselves caught up in a new and
violent storm the worst to strike that
coast in 20 years.

After skimming above the clouds at
6,900 feet, we made our first attempt to
land. It was very nearly fatal. Approaching
the town of Willits through torrential rain.
we navigated down through the clouds and
saw a valley stretched beneath. with a row
of houses directly ahcad. But our descent
rate appeared to be too great. and we
seemed on a collision course with the houses.
Dropping all the ballast within reach, we
climbed again.

Choosing another valley near the
town of Covelo. we let down once more.
and this time the approach was perfect. |

fired the explosive charges

that  separated  the
gondola from the gas-
bag. and we landed

with a massive jolt on a

brush-covered hillside.




Comprehension Sxercises

7. Choose the best answers to the following questions.

According to the article, which of the following is true about the transpacific
balloon flight?
\. Double Eagle V was the first successful transpacific balloon flight.
}. A Japanese manned balloon made the first successful flights during World
War II.
Double Eagle I made the first successful transpacific flight.
). The first manned transpacific balloon flight lasted five nights and four

days.
Double Eagle V can move at the fastest speed at an altitude of
15,000 feet . 19,000 feet
. 22,000 feet 26,000 feet

“Rookies” (Paragraph 9) is closest in meaning to'
very experienced member
5. inexperienced newcomer
assistant pilot
). old soldier
Double Eagle V finally landed successfully at
Willits t5. Covelo
Nagashima Onsen Point Arena

Ballast is released when
helium inside the gas bag should be cooled down
I3, the balloon has to fly at a lower altitude
the balloon has to be raised to a higher altitude
the oxygen on the balloon is not enough

J-J,» Judge whether or not the following statements agree with the information giv
' NOT GIV-

AN v NI 2 intnrmsatinmg ie
NO . or NG IT InTormation Is

Double Eagle 11 crossed the Atlantic successfully in 1977.

On the way to America, Double Eagle V received help from many passenger airplanes,
which lifted the spirits of the four pilots.

Double Eagle V was caught in a violent storm near the town of Covelo.

Many Japanese companies and individuals offered equipment, services and financial as-
sistance, which was of great importance in the success of the first transpacific balloon
flight.

Icing is one of the most dangerous threats to Double Eagle V.

4-



Time Limit: 7 minutes 40 seconds

2. From Jail to Wall Street

Chris Gardner’s unlikely road to
riches started in the parking lot of San
Francisco General Hospital in 1982. Then
age 29 and the father of year-and-a-half-
old Christopher, he was barely making
ends meet as a medical equipment sales-
man. He was about to get into his car
when he saw a red Ferrari searching for a
parking space. Impulsively, he waved the
driver over and said, “I’ll give you my
spot, but I want to ask you two questions:
What do you do, and how do you do it?”

The Ferrari’s owner said he was a
stockbroker. Gardner asked what the job
paid. At the time. the top salespeople
where Gardner worked were making
$ 80,000 a year. “This broker was mak-
ing $ 80,000 a month .” Gardner recalls.

The two men hit it off. Over occa-
sional lunches., the broker explained how
the business worked and how to break in-
to it. He even gave Gardner a list of ref-
errals. Gardner began knocking on doors
— but had them slammed in his face. “At
the time, brokerage firms were starting
to require MBA degrees.” he explains. “I
didn’t even go to college. It wasn’t ra-
cism. It was place-ism. I did not have a
college degree. I did not come from a po-

litically connected family. I had no mon-

ey. So who was going to do business with
me?”

After ten months of pursuing fruit-
less leads, Gardner found someone will-
ing to give him a shot. He quit his job and
showed up for his appointment, only to
discover his contact had been fired. No
one knew who he was or why he was
there.

It was back to the beginning, but
without steady employment. “I was doing
everything I could that was legal to take
care of my family — cutting grass, clean-
ing basements. hauling rubbish. I learned
roofing. 1 did house painting. And I con-
tinued to pursue a career on Wall Street. ”

But life remained precarious. After
an argument Gardner had with his girl-
friend, someone called the police. A rou-
tine check of his license plate number
turned up a backlog of unpaid parking
tickets. And that led to ten days in jail.

To make matters worse, while he
was incarcerated, his girlfriend took their

son and moved out. “I was devastated. I
grew up without a father, and I had
promised myself that I would never leave
my son in a situation where he wouldn’t
know his father. Those were the most

terrible days of my life. I was in there



and all 1

Where is my

with murderers and rapists,
could think about was:
child? Will T ever see him again?”
Before landing in jail. Gardner had
lined up an interview at Dean Witter. the
brokerage firm. Unfortunately. the in-
terview was scheduled for the day before
1

guard to let me make one phone call to

he was to be released. begged the
reschedule. ”

Once out of jail, Gardner went to
the interview wearing all he had — the
Windbreaker and bell-bottom jeans he
The

glanced up and said. " Deliveries in the

had been arrested in. interviewer
rear.”

Gardner decided to take a desperate
chance. *I could not think of a lie bizarre
enough, so I told the truth. I said. I just
got out of prison on a parking ticket
charge. my ex left me. and I don’t know
where my child is. But | am here because
I believe 1 am supposed to be in this busi-
ness. 7 The interviewer had been through a
couple of divorces and could sympathize.
Gardner won a place in the training pro-
gram. Now he had to do well enough to
be offered a job.

Months later. Gardner’s ex showed
up at his boardinghouse. She didn’t want
to take care of Christopher anymore. It
was his turn. “I said. *Absolutely.’” But
the boardinghouse didn’t allow children.
and Gardner couldn’t afford an apart-
ment on his stipend. He and Christopher

took to homeless shelters and the streets.

<=

“We would leave the shelter in the
a.m.., my son in his stroller. my duffel
bag with all his clothes and diapers. my
briefcase. one suit on my back and one in
a bag. Many nights we slept in bathrooms
in transit stations or under my desk at
work.”

Father and son. then two and a half.
were walking through North Oakland one
day when Gardner noticed a dilapidated
building with a rosebush climbing up the
wall and a man tending it. Yes, he told
Gardner. there was an empty apartment.
The man rented it to him on the spot. and
Gardner and Christopher slept on the
floor that night.

The next morning, they got ready to
head out for the day. For nearly a year,
Christopher had seen his father pack up
all their possessions every morning. Now
some were being left behind. **Dad, we
need to take our things,’” Gardner re-
calls him saying anxiously. “I told my
son. “No, boy. We have a key now. We
arc home.’ We skipped to the train that
day.” Gardner says. “Me and my baby
and the briefcase skipped to the train.”

Gardner took to the trade and, with-
in a few years. fulfilled his dream of
In 1987, he
opened his own brokerage firm, Gardner
Rich & Co., in Chicago. And he bought

his own Ferrari.

working on Wall Street.

Gardner doesn’t see his story as a
rags-to-riches fairy tale. Rather. he says,

“mine is a story of how to empower your-



2. From Jai

self and beat the odds stacked against
you. My life could have been ecasily de-
railed by domestic violence and homeless-
ness. but I made a choice to not let those

things sink me. You can break the de-

| to Wall Street

structive cycles that ensnare you. Be
smart, have a plan and hold on to the
people you love.”

(959 words)




Comprehension Cxevcises ——

&..» Choose the best answers to the following questions.

|. In Paragraph 3, “hit it off” means
A. to have a quarrel with each other
I3. to have a good relationship with each other
(. to fight with each other
. to collide with each other

2. Gardner quit his job as a salesman because .
\. he found someone in a brokerage firm willing to give him a try
5. brokerage firms were looking for experienced salesmen
" educational background is not important in brokerage firms
). all the people there knew who he was

I
(
[

In Paragraph 10, “Gardner’s ex” refers to
\. Gardner’s former wife

B. Gardner’s former girlfriend

(. Gardner’s former employer

. Gardner’s former company

I. Gardner and his son Christopher slept in the following places except
\. bathrooms in transit station
[3. an apartment in a dilapidated building
(", a boardinghouse
. Gardner’s workplace

5. Gardner’s success story tells us that
\. being smart and having a plan are of critical importance
5. this kind of rags-to-riches stories happened in America frequently
domestic violence and homelessness can defeat people easily

I
C.
[D. everyone has to face destructive cycles that ensnare him

J.> Complete the following sentences with the information given in the passage.
g g

I. It is easier to get a job in a brokerage firm if one is from a politically connected family. Besides
that, a(n) degree is also preferable.

Gardner was put in jail for ten days because of

3. In Paragraph 11, “stipend” means .

I. Gardner and Christopher’s homeless life lasted for almost

. It was not in New York but in that Gardner opened his own brokerage firm.



