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Unit 1

Is There Life on Earth?
(MhER FEERIE? )

—. RXBMERFLBE

his is a humorous and satirical essay. Art Buchwald tells us that Venusians are
researching the human being and trying to explore the possibility of life on
Earth. Venusian scientists have come to the conclusion, based on their satellite
landing, that there is no life on Earth. The author's aim is to criticize the large
corporations and manufacturers in America which are polluting the environment,
and to call our attentions to the fact that man has polluted his environment to such an
extent that he might destroy himself without environmental protection.

XR RN \R. FEAR s HHEABRSHANERALEHRAZ, FAUBIR
HEGEENTEN. REMDRAFNDE, &2 FRNFRIIBHSE: IR LREE®R.
EEETEHTBLFSIMABNEEAATAL , BNSIERITERIE—TEXR: (i
RERAXCLTSEMSRTESNRE, IRFREMERPER. ARBTERKRS
o

humorous /['hjumarss/ a. WAERET, TR
humar /'hjwma/ n. 1.443R, VRi 24845, I8
[E:1 O EFIGE: have a (no)sense of humor B (FR=) kRS : a man without humor &

BHERRESIA
@ M3EE: inagood / bad humor 1&E£ELS / 45 out of humor IBERE

egsay 'esei/ n. FEE, B
[ER] $HT essay S thesis: €52y BREBINTHNABRNONE, ERBRK, 75

. Mitess BPAMRBNEN, BRRBREK, LEAZERPMU. LWL,

excitement /ik'saitmont/ n. 1.RH, ME, NS 2 SANSHE, WBNBHR

[ZE5] S)MRFRIL: to speak in excitement =33 a high pitch of excitement &

planet /'plenit/ n. T8
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[Z21 17 planet 5 sun: Pl E?%MQCDE%X&HI&’E*EEE@%‘JEK%{K 2*’]"
T8 M sun BETSEREMALAOANE XX, WARLS, XMER,

satellite /'setolait/ n. D8, ABDE
(£ JIREE: to launch a satellite %51 28

signal signal/ 1. n. 1458, BBS 2455, ®T 1. vt 1.0-&IES 24565 . vi. RES
V. a. 88, EX8
[Z5] () SIRZEIA: gointo action at a given signal ZFAIERIS S &R AL / traffic
signals Z2i&(5S / a signal of distress(2{, a distress signal)(fERE)EES S
@>)IRFAZ: signal (to) sb. to do FTFE RS S)LEAL:

telescope /'teliskoup/ n. BB

extremely /iks'trimli/ ad. Miwih, FEBHt  [E) very

extreme /ik'strim/ 1. a. KifRAY, RKBY; HiIFAY [E] excessive 1. n. Rifi; Bk
(=51 SIRAEIE: go to extremes ERI; in the extreme kiR, =

feasibility / fizzo'biliti/ n. T

feasible /'fizobl/ a. T{THI, TEEN, TEH

saucer /'soisa/ n. 85, &

conference /'konfarans/ n. 1.(ER)SIY 2418, &k
[Z:51 (DYT conference 5 meeting: conference }gﬁ;—/\jﬂ{\mﬁﬁjﬁﬁs T
NEZEMBTRERSW: meeting—@RBXUR 2, BOUE—IERKIFERN
2, MIE—LREBETEFATERM. W:

E g Elﬁ A
a press(3¥, news)conference [1E]
a press(s% news)meeting [i8]
]‘EgA.

a fact-finding conference  [IE]
a fact-finding meeting [iR]
the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference hE A RBANETSINL
a sports meeting iZENE
a mass meeting BRAE
@ MMRTIX: to hold a conference F&, Z{TE1Y: be in conference [FEFTE
technology /tek'noladzi/ n. T2, &K
conclusion /kan'kluizen/ n. 1.4i8, #ig 2.4 3.4%4%, WE
conclude /kan'kluid/ 1. vt. 1.3E¥7HE, ¥0H [E)] infer 2455 [[@] close 3.4545, WiE
[B)] settle 1I. vi. &R, &7
[Z5]1 () IMREE: jump to conclusion ITERHIEHESIE : come to / reach / draw /
arrive at the conclusion 1§HH451C; come to a conclusion 5, 23
@ 71135%&: in conclusion LR, HE(BHEELRIBED)
reporter /ri'poita/ n. i2&
. compose /kem'pouz/ vt. 1.4686%, MIRGRENETINGNR of, F “E3---13AL”) 2 BIfE(FEB,
W), fe--ildh 3.EWE, FEES
[£:7] 99477 compose #0 constitute : compose (VIRK)EEHWEMET: be composed of g+++
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188, 83 constiute(EEOMEaLEY) [E] form, make up
concrete /'konkrit/ 1. a SZER, S48 0. n BB L
[ (D 47 concret 5 specific: concrele 155 abstract(ZRENETINE “BIE”, B8
ERRZRIRURET: speciic #5855 general(—RkEY), vague(RRARI)IEXIREY “BIK”.
(2 MfEZi%: make a concrete analysis of concrete problems X E4ASIRAVE AT /
concrete action E4&/T%)) / concrete works jEi# 1+ T = / reinforced concrete i@ &E +
/ a concrete mixer S R4,
OMeEE . in the concrete B4AIR. izt
atmosphere [etmasfio/ n. 1.85, KXSE[E] air 22235 3.J/18, S5 (@] environment,
mood
[Z5]) SIRZRIA: clear the atmosphere RIS (SiEk, HESF)
carbon /'katban/ n. B
deadly /'dedli/ 1.a1.B308, B&HBY 2 ALBAN, FH3AY IMER, 2SN 1. ad 3=,
REH
gas /ges/ 1.n 1.5k 2185 3,508 4.85 1. vt. 1.BESEGY) 2.(up)E(5%F) 08
[Z5]) SIBRIA: step on the gas NIiHI)
survive /so'vaiv/ 1. viiE 3R, F3, SEBE 1. vt LA, Z%T 2. NBIRF)Pi
3R 3.the-BB/K
5] MIRFRIL: A survive B for+ RIVIEHISHR1F A LB 2iF--
program(me) /praugreny/ 1. n. 1.2/ [[E] procedure 2.it%l, #%l [E] plan, X4 3.7
B, TE& 1. vt. R---RHlER
concern fkan'san/ T.n. 1%, BIN 2. KR, KBk 3.XUNE, BXRNE 44T, B 1.
vt LR, BXTF 24X, @81
as far as-+-be concernad gf---M=
[ER1 OIMRKIEA:
show concem for sb.XILWEA
have no concemn with sb. @& A% A
be concemed with }HX%, S5+-8X
be concemed about / for / withe«+3/[\\-+
so far / as far as-+-is concemed gfi---M=
@ M with concern Xt

@ MMRAA: concemed {FRIBREBEY, BN “XUN”: {FEEEENZN “BXRY”. il

tt#: a concemed look XU8IZ!E / people concemed HX A+
oxygen /['oksidzan/ n. &, &5
originally /a'ridzinali/ ad. #£2%]]), R3% [[E] formerly,in the beginning
~original /o'ridzinal/ 1. a. 1.:2¥)870, R%ES) ()] first, earfiest 2. E@UB’J ##89 (@] inventive,
creative 3.FrREV, R 11. n. [RIE, RIF

[(ER1 IMRRE: the original [RYI(SZ. {EG) read Manc’s works in the original (i 55728

RE
hazard /'ha@zad/ n. B, A= [E] danger
[Zx]
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(M)

A

~—

(DIMEZFIA: hazard--to do sth.B---HBERENES
@ MRS in / at hazard ZE@KD

at all hazard FAEI—UfE

by hazard {83, #Hz=
cofsolidated fkan'solideitid/ a B8 [E)] combined
belt/belt/ n. 1.587, R#F 2.4, HX
indicate /'indikeit/ vt. 1.387%, #&H (@] mark, show, #7n 2.8, &8

k'mcation/,indi'keijsn/ n. 1.¥8m, &m [[@] expression 2.24F, iM% [[E] sign

pollute/pa'lut/ vt. 1552, FHE[E] foul 2.B51%
unfit/an'fiV aFEEH [[F] not suitable
(5] SHEEE: be unfit for(5f to do)sth. NEST, REERHER.-
particle/patikl/ ik, ¥5 (@] atom,grain
emit/fi'mit/ vt. . RBOL. K. FEEH)

Crashikeaf/ 1.vi 15 B, BT 2 RUBG(EEME 386, B 11 v 1S,

FE20P, @ . 0 LRE, WE, B 2RRE, KA
[E5) i3 . smash 578, ¥8 /clash P22, Z24% /crash( ¥H15)5kS, B& /
crush [E8, [EAR
smash/smaf/ 1. vt 188, T4 235F, JRIT MBI, BEM 1. vi 1.08R, B 25
B, &P 1. n. 1ERE(F) 2555, 'RiE 3. R0UEH, BABIKI)
project/prodzekt/ 1. n. 1755, X 2.1R%0, I8 3. 112 II. vt. 1.6B{BH 21857, K&, W
B2 101 vi {8, R/
typeftaip/ 1.n 1288, 9, Rft (@] breed 2.58F II. v. (BIIZHEH)IT(D)
formation /fa'meifon/ n.1.JEAL, ERE 2. A, 43 3. IAE, HE
\sc/rape/skreip/ I.v. &l # [@] shave, remove II. n. &, &, EEE
[Z5) S35 scrape a living #1858 / scrape along #15%iJH5 / scrape by #15&
4:R5 / scrape in $ISBHA, BiH(EZRE) / scrape off Fllf=, M---f8i5 / scrape through
FREIIHE / scrape together 3R, Z / scrape up an acquaintance BASFH]---IAIR
proceed/pra'siid/ vi. 13T, %S A 2.00REBR)TH, (BRESO)ENTE
[ER1 RAE: proceed to do -+« #kHH-+ ; proceed with sth. AEHHTRE
fund/fand/ 1.n 1.5E%., €N 2.ER, BE3[p) BR B, WRI. vt BE--383, -
RHAE
billion /'biljon/ num. [%E] Bz, [E] +12

=, mEEMESI e 0 s s

1. Is there life on earth? —— Is there any beings existing on earth? Hi3k k& 4 &7
2. For the first time Venusian scientists managed to land a satellite on the planet Earth, and
it has been sending back signals as well as photographs ever since —— The Venusian
scientist s succeeded launching the first satellite to the planet Earth, and it has
been returning many information ever since. 4 & W EF X ERKIE—F 1 E &
_4-



Wk ETHR, WETEBFHMEERESfEE,

(1) succeed (in doing something) &k fUS .
f: (U Can you manage to paint the big classroom in two hours? #&{l 1HEBZAEM /)N
I AR SEIX AN K EE 2
@) [ wondered how they managed under such difficult conditions. F&AB%NIE (FiX
FERAHER 41 F ARG R HE R R,
(2) control: handle: deal with &R, 245, Wff.
#i: (O My mother always managed the house very well. T REE SRR 4G4 1T
W%
@ The supermarket is badly managed. X KA NIHE AL,
come to land: put on land: bring (an aircraft etc.) to land &Rfi; s 8-
%5 .
#: 1) When did the enemy land? & A f[iif F 522
@ This is the first airliner landed safely at the new airport.iX & {EHiHlIH L4
Bili ) 55 — 9 K AL
cause (something or someone) to return. iX[a], #&[7]
f5i: (O She went to live with her mother, but her mother sent her back to her
husband. WA ZRIRERAT, (R 240 ik 2: 7.
@) Please send the novel back to me when you've finished reading it. /NiA ¢
ZJG, ER EE A
from then till now: continually afterward [IM--; M--LlG.
#:(D We have come to know each other ever since we studied in the college. M
EREFERREA I G AHART
(@ My old father caught a bad cold last Monday and has been in bed ever since.
RMZIOR EEY B TEKE, ARLE - HENRAR.

3. The satellite was directed into an area known as Manhattan (named after the great

Venusian astronomer Prof. Manhattan, who first discovered it with his telescope 20,000
light years ago) —— The satellite was aimed at an area called Manhattan (which was
given the same name of the great Venusian astronomer Prof. Manhattan, who
first found it with his telescope 20,000 light years ago). X BT 2 xhE & 4 69 3X
Y ENHGEUAE EEANRXFEREHHHANEL FHELE, £ 20,000 LFHZ
BEALAEE XKLL TENMK).

be generally recognized as: be called il fE: Lh--E%: %
uq ..
5):@ Hunan is known as the “land of fish and rice”. ##2H %K “fiks

@ Beethoven is known as a famous musician. U1 %35 AARI#E S5 REK -
© be given the same name (of) as bfi---fiyf: Lh-M%F@ws

ﬁ?ll @ The machine is named after its inventor. IX&HLa$Z LUK A E 4 T4

-5-
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Wi (WiE) SFEES

m .
@ The capital of the United States was named after the first President George

Washington. [HF#ZELIZIEE (LRGN « FRIH 4 T Hm %0,

4. Venusian scientists were able to get valuable information as to the feasibility of a manned

flying saucer landing on Earth —— Venusian scientists could gain precious informa-
tion about the possibility of a flying object with man landing on Earth 4 £ # %%
AT RS T AREA KT EIR EFERAERES
about: concerning X1
#1:(L) The little girl didn't mind as to these difficulties. XM/ LA T-1X e A .
2 There is no doubt as to his honesty. ZHUf I sk & oRE [ (1)

. We have come to the conclusion, based on last week's satellite landing —— We have

drawn the conclusion from last week's satellite landing AR 4 L& % § 89 T2 Fi4t
HeFEa. RANFE TN ER,
e to 4 trthed conclus ‘reach (draw ) a (the)conclusion 114516
%1: The Judge thought it over, but could come to no conclusion. JEEHfAM#%LE T
SR AREATE AT 5 8.
@ The leader has come to the conclusion that it would be unwise to accept the
young man's proposal. U3 HE5E, RANX AR ANRE SO AR 1.
»found on; ground on; give (something) a reason or starting point
in (somethmg) PLeee Qg RERE, -4
#1:(1) One should always base one's opinion on facts. AR AL & WSS DL s
g o
@ Socialism bases itself upon materialism. #1231 X & LAMER) S A SERRIT

6. For one thing, Earth's surface in the are a of Manhattan is composed of solid concrete and

nothing can grow there —— First, Earth's surface in the area of Manhattan is made
up of firm concrete and nothing can live there &%, %% Xty ikk m i 'R E
HRBELMA, MEMALABELEELK.
for one thing ===l =nother . in the first place (+++in the second place) i 5 (-++ - #,
ﬁ?ﬁ(: ﬁfi?ﬁkﬁlﬁlﬂ)
f5: @ I can not go abroad this year. For one thing, | have no time, and for another
I have not money enough. EAEAREHE, —REEGRN, —EEAE.
(@ She does not think that he is her good husband. For one thing, he drinks: for
another, he likes gambling. fhJf ANUA R JE a7 S, A2, &
W .
- be made up of (something, things. or people)
f5il: @ The cake was composed of flour, butter, eggs, and sugar. HEELSE ik, 5
TR R R R
@) A cricket team is composed of eleven players. HEKIAHT 11 44BN R4,

7. What does this mean as far as our flying saucer program is concemed? —— What's the

meaning of this as for the plan of flying saucer? iZ 24 #1187 W71tk %% L EkE
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as for: in respect of -+ 5 (i8) :
il @© As far as the pattern is concerned, I prefer this skirt. ﬁ.,&ﬁﬁﬁ 5 K¥EE
AIX ST
@) As far as my knowledge is concerned, the children are safe and sound. #%
B, N2 REE.
8. You see this dark black cloud hovering over the surface of Earth? —— Have you found
this dark black cloud hanging over the surface of Earth? {f{1%&2| 7 e sk %@ £
Witz h BB ES?

(1) remain still or nearly still in the air above (something or someone)#tfig;
. ffl: A bird is hovering over a big tree. 5 & ¢E A HLiE.
(2) threaten (someone) BN .
f5l:  The fear of dismissal has been hovering over me ever since the director's
warning. HEE®EZG, ENRDIGESUR A% ERL k.
9. crushiinto: cause to hit (something or someone) with force, usu. accidentally & $# ;
fEI.
:(D) The car crashed into a bus on the bridge. /NE{ENF H4 A IR %
(2 John has crashed the car into the gate again. 298 P45 | ET.
10. Stick up: be raised or kept upright ##2; FHir, %2,
{8:(D Stick up your hand if you know the answer. WIEMREIESE, HILFLR
* .
(2 He saw a green branch sticking up in the water. fi & 2/KiH_F{# R4k
% .
11. They're some type of granite formations that give off light at night —— They are some
kind of granite structures that send out light at night. B 112 ¥ #f &[54 %X A#iL
BE g,
send out (something, esp. a liquid, gas, light. or smell) #% . #i: The
roses gave off a sweet fragrance. EEE{ERTR 75
12. If all you say is true, won't this set back the flying saucer program several years? —— If
what you have said is quite right, won't this delay the flying saucer program a few

vears? WREFMAAMEEEL, MR T HERRFLEF 7752

(1) delay the advance of (something): delay (someone) from advancing by (an
amount of time) PHfF: Bifd. EH].
f: (D The cost of the war has set back the national development by ten years. i
PR E KRR T HE.
@) The fire in the factory set back production by several weeks. L] Xk
KEREF LR A7
(2) move (something) in a backward direction fi#¥: J5iB.
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AFEE (WE SFEEE

fl: @ Why don't you set your chair back a little to get a better view? fRAfF4A
JERT A1) F B — AR B 1 i AR e ?
@ Mind that dog when he sets his ears back, it's a sign that he's angry. /N
A, fhH A EHER, # R RMIEIE.
13. Prof. Zog, why are we spending billions and billions of zilches to land a flying saucer on
Earth w hen there is no life there? —— Prof. Zog, why do we spend so much money
to launch a flying saucer on Earth since there is no being there? {£###, B&
IR ERH AR, MENAHLXRELELA Zilch Tum 3k K 5 CER?
/il 1, - (American slang) zero: nothing. Here is used as a monetary unit (FE({§

%, T (SARRMEST ML)

R

Comprehernsion of the TextiEXiE X P.21)
2 Choose the best answer for each of the following
1

i 2}% Cs
b WRXE 8. 9 T XF.
2. B5%: b.
fEdT: WARLH 15 — 18 17 LF.
3. ﬁ% a

b EIIb. o d BIARLECPRR A, ASCE R U E L IR TS B, 25
WO ANBNBOCTRG, HATiET a K.
4. F%E: d.
b WIRE 32 —36 15 LF-
5. F%R: d.
MRAT: ABRMEREIE TXT R CHE R MM, & a, b, ¢ MIEERKE T —AlfER
#, R d AATeeatE.
6. %%E: b.
ARNT: A RSO RR AT AR, SRR AT RN 2 RS Al
XA R RGE AT X FHOER I A A R T ifn 4 L i s i, W ERCUROCE 24, 8
32 T LT
7. B5E: a.
T ETD. o, d BAROL, SERERN -BXTFRE, HATEN a E#.
8. %?% (v 53
AT AU RS T MR RTURLE R /O RIS 15— 18 17, 34
— 3917, LLK&k45 —48 17T
3 Answer the following questions:
1. What caused the excitement on the planet Venus?
——The Venusian scientists had successfully launched a satellite to the planet
Earth, and it has been sending back information from the Earth ever since.
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