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Q/4 s a boy in England, Arthur Conan
Doyle enjoyed reading detective

stories. But once he was working his way
through medical school, he didn’t have much
time for writing.

However, in 1886, as the twenty-seven-
year-old Dr. Doyle sat in his new office
hoping for patients, he decided to try writing a
detective story. And so, Mr. Sherlock Holmes
was born.

Over the years, Doyle himself came to be
recognized as an expert on crime. He solved
many reallife criminal cases and proved the
innocence of men who had been imprisoned
for crimes they didn’t commit.

Doyle interrupted his writing career to
serve as a doctor with the British Army during the
Boer War in Africa. Afterwards, he had to fight
the war. For these efforts, Doyle was knighted
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by King Edward VII and he became Sir Arthur

Conan Doyle.

During a visit to the moor country in
western England, Doyle became so interested
in a legend about a hound, that he used it as
a plot for a new book. This book became the

greatest of all of Holmes’ adventures, The

Hound of the Baskervilles.

Many of the sixty Sherlock Holmes
stories have been translated into other

languages and have been made even more

popular in plays, movies, radio and TV.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle died in 1930 at the
age of seventy-one. But each day, the number of

his readers increases, as someone discovers, for

the first time, the amazing Mr. Holmes.
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1 The Baskerville Family Legend
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r. Sherlock Holmes was seated at his break- &
C%{ fast table with his back to the door when his 1
detective n. {iliiR
beak n. CREFHD
" mEm
amazement n. iR
without turning his head from his morning meal. “I see polished adj. AT

friend, Dr. Watson, entered the room. With
Watson was a tall, thin young man with a rather long nose.

“Good morning, Watson,” said the famous detective

you have a visitor with you. Who is that tall, thin young

—1‘?—,\:‘ 4.; O i

man with a nose like a beak?”

“How did you know I had a visitor with me?”” asked
Watson in amazement. “I do believe you have eyes in back
of your head.”

Holmes laughed. “No, Watson, only a well polished
silver coffeepot in front of me to serve as a mirror.”
Holmes turned and smiled at the young man. “And whom
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W do I have the pleasure of greeting?” he asked.

% “I am Dr. James Mortimer, Mr. Holmes. I’ve come
concern vt. KRB to ask your help with a very unusual problem. It concerns
estate n. 4/ the death of my good friend and patient, Sir Charles
spread vt. FRFF Baskerville.”
legend n. &%

Dr. Mortimer took a letter out of his pocket and
explained, “This letter was given to me by Sir Charles just
before his death three months ago. It was written by his
great-greatgrandfather and has been handed down in the
family from father to son for one hundred fifty years.

“Sir Charles had no children, so his entire estate plus
this letter now pass to his nephew, Sir Henry Baskerville,
who has been living in America for many years.”

Dr. Mortimer spread out the letter for Holmes and
Watson to see.

“It seems to tell about a certain legend in the

[> Baskerville family,” said Watson.

“Yes,” answered Dr. Mortimer, “a legend that |
believe had something to do with Sir Charles’ death. If I
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The Baskerille Family ‘iagond *

may, I should like to read the letter to you.”

Dr. Mortimer adjusted his glasses on the bridge of
his nose and began to read:

“Baskerville Hall, 1742. To my sons, Rodger and
John,

“The legend of the Hound of the Baskervilles has
been told to me by my father who was told it by his father
before him. I swear to you both that I believe the legend
and so must you too.

“The legend began one hundred years ago in 1642
when this great Baskerville Hall was occupied by Hugo
Baskerville—a wild, ugly, cruel man. Hugo wanted to
marry the daughter of a neighboring farmer, but the girl
feared and hated him.

“Hugo refused to take no for an answer, and one
day, with five of his evil friends, he rode to the farm and
kidnapped the girl. He brought her to Baskerville Hall and
locked her in an upstairs room while he and his friends
had a drinking party below.

“The sounds of drunken singing and laughter

reached the frantic girl. She feared for her life. She

T

e
adjust vt. FE
swear vt. RE
occupy vt. B
kidnap vt. 4$32
frantic adj. 3EF.89
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iw n. BERK

vine n. &

fly into a rage ZIRARR
smash vt. )%

devil n. EESR

kerchief n. 753k
loose adj. k#2FHY,
RERBH

trail vt. :BER

mare n. 5

chase n. BZ
whimper vi. 1S1#
slink vi. J&7E

managed to escape by climbing down the ivy vines on the

- outside of the house. Then she fled across the dark, rocky
| moor towards her home.

“When Hugo discovered the girl missing, he flew

' into a rage. He jumped onto the table, smashing dishes

! under his feet and swearing to give his body and soul to

the devil if he could catch the girl.

“But only his trained hounds could hope to find
anything or anyone out on the dark moor. Hugo gave them
her scent from a kerchief she had left behind, and then he
let them loose, trailing them on his black mare.

“His friends joined the chase too, until a strange sight
stopped them cold. Ahead, at the top of a hill, stood Hugo’s
hounds. These usually brave animals were whimpering in
fear and slinking away from the valley below.

“The riders headed for the hilltop and stared down.
At first, all they could see were the piles of tall stones put
there by ancient moor people thousands of years ago. Then
the moon came out from behind the clouds and lit up the
foot of the stones. There lay two bodies—Hugo’s and the

| girl’s. Standing over Hugo’s body was a huge black beast
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