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The Inaugural Statement on

The Forum on the Philosophy of Language

The China Association for the Philosophy of Language (CAPL)
takes The Forum on the Philosophy of Language as journal of the association.

On the basis of research in Western tradition of philosophy of
language (henceforth PL) and Chinese philosophy, The Forum aims at
developing a multifaceted approach to philosophy of language.

PL, in its broad sense, includes (1) the Anglo-American philosophy
of language in the analytic tradition, i.e. analytic philosophy of language;
(2) the European Continent’s PL in the hermeneutic tradition. Analytic
philosophy is a philosophical movement which, with a distinctive style,
developed in the beginning of the twentieth century and has become the
dominant philosophical tradition in UK, USA and many countries of the
European continent.

What are the reasons for studying PL today? And what exactly
can we learn? The most immediate reason is that PL has provided and
will continue to provide insight into and understanding of language for
linguists. It has also had a pervasive influence on linguistic research in the
West. What philosophy contributes is not so much an ultimate solution
to any puzzle, but clarity and understanding. Analytic philosophy offers
a methodical and scientific way of looking at the development of ideas,
issues and events, as well as a broader perspective and overview of the
research carried out in different traditions. Next, the value of a historical
event tends to be shown in its long-term consequences. Moreover, the
more ancient the event is, the more valuable it is. Third, in the present
age, there appear from time to time some philosophical masterpieces
discussing in linguistic terms theories of how things are. Additionally,
there have been quite a few philosophical classics on PL in the past 50
years. Finally, we shall not confine ourselves to explaining what the PL
has already covered; rather we aim to develop PL in China in ways that
would be appropriate to our linguistic and historical context.

The fact that the linguistic circle in China has shown great interest
in PL is of great significance and has far-reaching consequences. At the
same time, the problem to be urgently addressed is that the scope of
philosophy of language is too wide and broad. We are fully aware that
giving too wide a range to a research subject could clip the wings of
the subject and forestall its development. Some scholars hold that any
thought on language, if expressed on a profound level, could be regarded
as philosophy of language. Our belief, however, is that, even though
one’s thought on language is on a profound level, such a thought still
remains linguistic, if the eventual conclusion of it concerns nothing else
than linguistic forms, meaning and functions and their applications.
Now, let us sum up in a terse and telling way the global discrepancy
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The inaugural Statement on The Forum on the Philosophy of Language

between the two: the research approach whose entrance is in linguistic
terms but whose exit is in the world or in any thought may be regarded
as philosophy of language; by contrast, the research approach whose
entrance is in linguistic terms and whose exit is also in linguistic terms is
linguistic.

By “exit in the world,” we mean that philosophers eventually could
arrive at arguments concerning the cluster of “the world”' including
reality, objects, entities, and existence. By “exit in any thought,” we mean
that philosophers are eventually “to think on their thoughts.”

In addition to the different theoretical goals (i.e. the different
exits) mentioned above, the differences between PL and linguistics lie,
further, in their conceputal tools, theoretical structures, main methods of
research, as well as academic qualities. Such a demarcation of the two is
not intended to distinguish the high from the low or the complex from
the simple. For the two have both resulted in positive thoughts for human
civilization.

As to the orientation of this journal, we believe that, Western
philosophy has developed the analytic tradition, through “the linguistic
turn,” by relying on specific epistemological and metaphysical grounding.
We, on the other hand, would try to develop a novel kind of philosophy
of language which would rely on Chinese philosophical traditions and
the cultural context of the Chinese language. For this reason, we would
rely heavily on the data available from the Chinese language, in the hope
of developing a new kind of philosophy of language. When pursuing
“importism,” we would also aim to put “exportism” into practice. The
reason for the two -isms is very simple: the offspring of the Chinese
nation should offer wisdom to the nations all over the world.

Everyone in the world talks about the world and tries to influence
it in novel and original ways. We hope that we will turn the process of
exerting unconscious influences on the world into the one of achieving a
conscious and responsible impact on it.

May our nation and society be in more harmonious development
as it keeps forging ahead. The journal of CAPL will aim to go on saying
about the world in its own way.

From the editorial board of the journal
2010-6-30

“The cluster of the world” was proposed by Qian Guanlian in “The Philosophy of Language: Its
Dissemination and Further Development in the Circle of FLS in China” , in Foreign Language Research,
Harbin, China, 2008.2, P.1.

2 Feng Youlan, The History of Chinese Philosophy, Beijing: Peking University Press, 1996, 2nd edn. p.2.
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- BERNE ‘AN, BH. BERR”
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Wi shEER £ K

R OE: AIBMETERAY (BIREL) el (FRH. AEd) HFS
B T BB, FM TR BY SR FE. FA BR” FKE, BM
HMAEET “BHER" ¥, FAREATAE P, BEEAA, R, B4,
BEZERAM, AF—E2ZH4M; FEFFIGGAET LA, Bk, #F
TBEEZTEMER, ET5ERLARMEER, BERETHY F P4 55
ToMZE, BRERADFETFRIEE, ERZ T YR AR LT HRT
“FR AR ER" o ALERIONF @AM HER” 4L, AL B TS
KERNBRZFE2AFRELY A,

KB feaRAE; BIE6E; R Akl

. BERMER

Frege T G109 XHE F #1782 58 0 9 J7 15 L0l 81872 & Whitehead,
Russell, Wittgenstein%#fI#EFE . RS IE, R TE A2 —Brigiag
B, FEAHE “HiEEE (Predicate Calculus) Filfirfi{E & ( Propositional
Calculus) " HIESUL RS, AoiEFRNLREE TEM, HF¥KRH “BFE
HH . WEESESZENRR" BIRERINRRTRH “ERRR" (HChER
W “FERR BEH) .

AT S A B 4 [ RAER HRERE T Fregel I T, JEARMMERF T 19114
)8, BCMRussellf) Koo ME—ROBIFE RS (BHEE¥L) &
fa, T19184ELE A=/ R BB K B A, FI1919FELAREM LTS
RusseliZA)IHEHEHMERFE T 192 UEFERE ( AR FEE) EAE, 19224
R ERAR, O 72085 aE e i, b — 2 O G
TER SR, XA AN ( Vienna Circle ) E2#) “3B5Lie” Mg T
fii. 7ESIHFKY:, Whitehead&Russelld)EIl, fiffi5Moore URE4EFCHZ T,
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X—IPAEAER R R —H A R L.

P4 G FELHRT B LA ARTE S B AT

(1) %% (Object, Thing, MUEIHEXER, Aol ) , 25 FHLRFE
SHARERSY, BRBTESLMAFAE, R TH S ArER) B B AFR, HH24 T Russell
MiMoorefTiiih) “BIHE" B “BIERR” |, iEBEPHENR. MR, &
MXt5% ., SMRELSEPAE SHMM R AR 2TTREN:, RIenTH
FAREBATREESS . S RAREREIE S HUEEEE, TLERFBHEHRY “B
HARNTR”  (BR3EE, 2001: 443) .

(2) /3L (Fact) , BEENERE (4FHRIDE, 1922: §2) , WEYAE
HEEFE R, WA AR R AFORER, IMNLFE (AEEFR
) , RABCEHENR (. BiEasn) . SLfE. HRNBEMTL ) s
g, EIESLFEFAETREM R, MARNLH R, HERRCHEIR, 4
A RO ESLR B, MAREYH SN, HHREEMBES 2 “RFE
L7, ERMRMNSAMEE, REWEPRAFL, Aol AHRESHTH AR,
L HARTFEEL, REEAFEE, —UVEAELSE SFESHAREMES
1 SR .

(3) FEZ (a State of Affairs, a State of Things ) , &X% (Y ) KEES (4EF
RO, 1922: §2.0) , MERMOEEWRES (4 RDE, 1922: §2.0272) . F
SEARHR ., B, B, FLELU-HEHFREGAIHFEENTIRRS, B
—FTREREB KR, ENEESPRFEAEE R T ERNEH . WILeTih, &
PENHIEFEIAN, EAESEETFELNGS, EORETFRE, kS
FREDFETEERMER P, BA—ELhF. ESHZEMHRPIEEN—YI,
RNB4EH TS ZEH RO AE. —UINREEY . B . BFLHF
ET “B|REN OERX) 7§, ARSI SESHRR A SR,

(4) Ef% (Picture) , f8fERHEZHPEmE ] EESNEZEREG, i
TESFEN AR, ESHREREH R PRREG. oI, EigdsEmE 72E
RPN —UIELES. B PR ERL LSS &S 5 E iR
FEERE IS S04 T NBEA A8k, 48K (1958/2012: 46) f8iH,
“BATEHFEFRYG, FERAIEOIRE RL—IEER, EMEEX, E5RI1FT
VLA TR —BERE AL

(5) @ (Proposition) , RBLEHIR, HEEMTHEARN, E
REWHHR L, 5 7T ELNESR, HTREIEBENICS (445mb,
1922: §3.12) , AFELAMESMBHEEGR . 4K (1958/2012: 42, 47) Kl
oA BT, “EFREEMESR , ‘T FRREEEELNERNT o 6

' MTERESCRBEESHEN, XILMEERIBERENEBHRAL —, BERIGERBRAZ,
AFEEEAAREERRE, HHEEANRRH SRR, UL #ERE .

2 fEiEM)Sachverhal BT HI%R M IEIBER “state of affairs” , MWHATRADUEN “EX" ; HiteiEh
“atomic fact” , B AIPEATUER) 957 o BERURETE, HRFEEY, “EE" LEE
LHEFENTTRBRE, BAEARCZMHE, 1%,



HRRAE "M, BA. RIR" E¥IEB (L)

BRI RELHNESHEESAFE. E-LHME (MENEREHNFETES
HIBELH ) FMERARIEE, HiR SRR EMfER ELNES, mEn2EE
RS T R B SR EEH , PR S BLSC 0 U BREE M) —4E

(6) ifH), MTRXGE; i, hpRRAER, EORIELTREN G
KRR HE A AR E

(7) BAIEEH . Wi EEr i), LUHERAIREE)H I RE A
HIFIE, REFEIRS RIEHTER, e ATREBEARENS 5 IR E,

#, HERAERKEFD—BIRS: BE LA A SR EREDRHR — 5%
SGEFEH, Wm5IR T CERILT fEsk (SRBERIE, 2001: 438) .
f AR S T B A R 5B R AR B ETE, ArERA RS
%. WEZHUARY, REAMERLEXHER, M@ T “BXERKR
( Picture Theory of Meaning ) ” , RYAIEF A id B 45 Sk 551 t 537 5%
B, AITRLL “B8" et e, AWEEFHEEE, RAEE, Nk
A TR HEEMTH ToRE S R X, IREE, WhES.

LZibPnR, HRFTAHAE “WR, FL. 5, BR” |, BEETE2EHE
ZH, HEENER. MRNGERH “FE” , EWRFLNESEH “ERF
B, SRR EERAN RE Al BUSENISGRE 8B T
g —itad (WEL) .

LIS
2 B =BA firip B
(m$B4) BEEEH EY R ELLERT HIELH5HEEH (E&it)
btk eaqle) FAEMTRERZS ; ZEEGR
SCAE FHERRA AT TF
1E, MXTRAGE.
&1

BB A AR T 4R ERMNEEST (5 HIBEHOBLIER
B ) WAERMREY, XAM19224EH4 (BHEFIE) S X, it
A BN (. BiEssh), BEEGR. SE) 7 RAEMEEE IR0 2E
ghpy, B “BEMRT O ik, HEMARBMNR (WARBEY ) WK, W
R L ESRN, B R ERSERREE SR, MR (5K
Y ) BAMRBA TR ES . Ficfiitd 7 S5YBEERAR N WE, R
AREBNE (MARHEY ) WKE, MEARFLHNES (BYSRFELHHAS)
PR, X — WA B AR S ) 28

“HY)” FAETHREHR P, W FEL M HR BELFESERF, H
ENIARRE S BLSE i RO FAE, MAFETEEHRZ P, “G” Rt
HEHBESNIR (4EERRRTE, 1922 §4.023) , EIESHESREHMGE
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(BmF) SkERE), FHZHEMAET ‘B, B8, BS, @, 18487
R FEERE, BRBINK, TEAR “HiE (teaching) 7 , AR “Hip
(theory) ” , Wik “Ifzh (activity) ” , “¥2EiES)” $i “BHEENTIE
SRR o MBI SRR, o LLGES TR EIEACRE A X
FAUFHE, BIARRERE MEREEN, dRARNAEER, MOBHRRFFIT
BRo HEERIBILIRAMA THESERTEN L%, WA ENIR S REARE MR L
HAMZEEGHGE (Z2UEZN) , HUMBEN “AFER" s, X5
FregeMRussell P\ A “FEAEATHEIRR" WA RAHER

Uit WA i R R S BT, HERSCHMESRE A (54
) kERM, Eit, HRPEHESE, M, BEWEE, —AE, HREE
SEEEATRN ., “EBE7 5 ‘MR ZuEd BRI FIE %
Fo VElL, WERATRSAIZRAR, JEFardisEm §EFREE, EAEERGEN
MTFEAES, HEMEREFaan BERN, BIE S ar8e ZE il 51
R BB ALZ SBIR AR E RS (5, 2001: 118; 2013) .

X HUBEME S AR X, ERHMIESBBISHIER, E5AH
ROER, &S SHRRAMHEREESH, EERETIENEXL, SmE
2z, HRRHIEAERA ERE, KRBT EREIEEE TiES Sz b, E
mE AN T, mETERBIRAWR ES Z k. 4EIR (1922:
§4.0031, §4.112) HARMH TLIT4E:

SREFME—F “FEMHHA" o
2 SR AR B R R

W2, BRI A R AW ? B4 ) ZFRN N T B Y, 1B
AP AR E SR (BB XN T iR B E A E R R ERHEF A A, X
FAH IR R AHEFNAH AL R BB |, XERESHAR, tEitR
BIATR, TR T R i — A Rk 1 iR T, EAERZ AN
A B S TE A R AR TE A ) B R T, IR AT AR B A R TR
R,

HE, SR B8 NES5PEAESE. PRINVEEREEYZ HE)E
A, E5MXARXR, WEESTEEERNB S0 XA RX; mMEgERIAN,
ZEASESNERIEWE R, FEFZEFSHEY, S2W4ERK (1922
§3.317) , BEWS (2001: 379) o XwbAAf ( §3.33) Frided “@igt)ik
( Logical Syntax ) ” :

EEEMEY, LENERLTEREMER, ERAENRESRELS
WE R TR LR K, CRIRARA KR N /TR
HE, BRIESREHRZENECE AINTRE, NiSBEEEHT

R (R, 1922 BIE ) , AREETMMICEEESREEAE, T¥EhX
KA R . RusselFRFZUBIMLA, $H T # A sms 2



HERATE “Fill. M. RER" E¥ZHE (L)

B

B|EFEN , FHHINK, BEAAEEAEES RENEREES. b
B EFHA M “BRiE” , BEBRMEEREESNZEEA, B
ERVAT FH IS (Ramsey, 1931: 263; Moore, 1946) . BUL4ERXILA
ARVEHR RN 2 B J7 P E 5B P PR -

1 REBERTE R, ~
1t R H B A
HRAEER
R R A \ E R GEEER )
ArBE TR,
BB R 4
BT BT

&2

B2 R4ER (1922) WA A, @ EfETRY T “HR—FL A
—iBEE” ZEABEAR, £ R, BE. IES =&RFEWK, BIei12aHE
FIEBHLER . TFFANE BRI R MR N R R % (H4ER ARA 1R
T B—Hk: TNBEMHERREYE, XAF T “EEHETRHEN  H
BEFRN. A TER2RERN E5HNEEER BT adiEEr, &8
SE—JEe S E S, BAESHELNZERA, BiRES
MR HEEE, AmEd B8 5HRREW" 458, XRMF R8s
El—REH A ARG, BEAREREEHAZER,

Boh, HAAFESENEEL, MEAREE T EEFENEETAES
5z, HERWBSEREFEETIES Y, BR, adiESRANRHRSELE, X
Wl WA A T S L ik (BNES ) WELASFAEE,

(CBEEER) &EfEH, LEWTLLEKERE, WhEdk 8 RuiEE;
XFARES KN, EIAEET MTEEEABRNARTE (WM L%ms) , W
IRATERE, URRFUEK. MBIk, MEEMTEEFR TIETHAR, M
m—2fEoe (EERR) TIrA TS, UEFHTRERCAALERNT (1%
Ka, 2001: 327) .

L TR

g/ NHIER S T 19254, 1929k F—EE T (BHEmitRM.: 4
WaNHY , FEAFE. Schlick, Carnap, Neurath, AyerZs', fifiTETF4RK
it (1922) , BHEEXZ, HBEComte T 1942 ISLHSTIE £ XBFMY 38
#3EE X (Logical Positivism, WHFRELE) 7 , X “BEERIE (Logical

U Bxpufiz4b, MAF Waismann, H. Hahn, P. Frank, H. Feigl, K. Menger. K. Godel%,



EEERBDZEE

Empiricism ) 7 . “FFSGIEE X (Neo-Positivism ) ” o MiZARIEH LKA L,
FEAFEFTSNE: L (KL% ) MiB%E. EWmPRE (2001: 723 ) Frik,
“BNEFERIGCAIEIRMEM |, FARRZEMSFREESRETHNENF
%, " Schlick & BSEIEE B, A h—U1a) R4 @ nTEE RN . G
PHUESE Y ) B SRR E

HESS IS 7 ko] FSRARRERE X, RAREM L5103 SR SEBIE O ) fir L &
HAEZBXHOREMGS, Wik, —MaENEXETHE “@Rks” & %
HEL” , eEANZRMIEEARARY, RUMERXTE, XM ‘B
SMHUESEHE ( Verificationist Theory of Meaning ) ” . #&lt, 7ELI4E2,000%84F
W, T L PTiE i) B AR TR iR AR B SR IE R BB “4a %t 3 (Absolute
Truth) ” , Z2FTRZA, BEF5INTFHiE, CarnapfAyerZFil AiX—ER
e, RETECARTER “WHESEEN (Principle of Confirmability ) ” , Bi—
AMBRRETEE L LES BN R A BIRIER, XMEAWRRAIMAE X, Ayer
WPFUESEE—4r . SCERA AT UESCHER A RE S, HEAE T seRe b A
TEIZFURE) B 7K L “BESLIE” (EH, 2001: 29-40)

BLL T —A B aymelisss o

[1] The moon is round.

[2] Grass is green.

[3] The whale is fish.

[4] The sun is moving around the earth.

[5] God loves everyone.

[6] There is an absolute truth behind the fact.

[7] The objective world exists independently of our will.

BIAIR2] T EE e AR ERAZIEL, HEIIRERNN, HE
NSRRI, BIBIA4IBGER A, FREMMAR L. mels1Z= 71k
IENEE RS b, HEAINESE A RECMR . SR L FPE S8
- PR CERTEE RZRTHETIRBOELEGEA IR, TATEESR, TH
BHEERETEW., R, RASMHaRN, RI\EETEFEE, EiMEsrt
BEXHgR, SAEERRHIZE L. AR SR E AN R E SR,
AXAEEER

3. BERN: ARFRIER

KR T 129FEERSIFT R F I AR BRI 2 IR, T 1933—1934F1
1934—193 SAE[RFEA- A2 ) 56 F D R AR AERIR B T “IBSIER” § “%
TEARAL” BRI, PIVR 2N A0 T ED HE 2 e T A48 £8. 10 4% B % Russel 125
MNEREN., JG%Rheessfs T 19584 B Basil Blackwell BfitIER R, BN



