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Ancient ashram of Brahma's Pure Land,
worshipped by crowded pilgrims

Top among famed mountains, conferred by
Emperor Zhu Yijun in the Ming Dynasty

A national nature reserve and a biological habitat
for rare flora and fauna

People say:'lt does not need to watch any other

rocks and stones after visiting Mount Fanjing."
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Photo by Shi Qi

Dishui Cliff, Mt.Fanjing
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Climbing Mount Fanjing
by Shi Qi
The dense fog moistened my coat.
T'he rain was fierce, the moisture heavy.
Scarlet flowers dotted the ground,
And green leaves lingered on branches
Mosses attached to mighty trees.
Skylight through the branches released worry.
The fittest in natural selection is king.
Plants and animals are full of vigor.
I'hey are many and various.
My heart was filled with excitement,
Yet my mood was melancholy
I thought upon the evolution of the universe and understood—

T'he universe is infinite and the Way is without boundary
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Starting from the sednmentary silt 1.4 billion years ago, Mount Fanjing has undergone burn of volcanic eruptions, extrusion from tectonic movement, and ravages of
wind, frost, rain and snow. Across the Yunnan-Guizhou plateau in the big transitional western slope, Mount Fanjing becomes a main peak of the Wuling Mountains.
Among vast expanse of mountains in Guizhou,Mount Fanjing is best known for its magnificent clouds, Brocken bow and grandiose stones. Covering more than 40
thousand hectares of primitive forests, Mount Fanjing has seasonal flowers all the year round,lush forests,steep gorges,winding rivers and tumbling waterfalls. Water
vapor always rises to form sea of clouds on Mount Fanjing. Sometimes, a few clouds, known as waterfall cloud, seem to fall from heaven and look like drip around the
-mountain ridges.

Stones, forests, clouds and winds are totally unique to Mount Fanjing. As a paradise of Buddhism, Mount Fanjing has 8,000 steps and every step up isleading closer

to the spiritual fairland. Within a radius of 400 kilometers of the original ecosystem, various fairy-related tales of rare and endangered living things will be wonderfully
encountered .

Mount Fanjing has a comparatively integrated vertical belt including warm coniferous forest, evergreen broad-leaved forest, mixed forests of evergreen and deciduous
leaf and mixed temperate forests of conifer and broadleaf,as well as temperate mixed forests of conifer and broadleaf with alpine brush grassy marshland. More than
2,600 biological species grow here. 25% of all flora and fauna existing in 9.6 million sg—~km China can find a habitat on Mount Fanjing.

The original state of vegetation makes the mountain a kingdom of wildlife, which inciudes 11 animals under national proteétion such as the Guizhou golden-haired
monkey, reputed as “the world's only son”, serow, giant salamander, clouded leopard and musk deer. Numerous rare plants like dove tree, Guizhou crape myrtle ang
hemlock grow on the mountain.

Striking rocks are a must scene for a legendary 'our.ney to Mount Fanjing. The Proterozoic strata of 1 billion years ago can be seen on the Golden Summit, uniaue and  —
splendid. The mushroom-shaped rock is a life sculpture left by glacier from the Quaternary period. Layers and masses of jutting rocks are descriptive of primitive
miracles of glacier. Voluminous book—shaped rocks hide stories of the Earth's life in millions of years.

Mount Fanjing, lofty, ethereal and full of green vegetation, has witnessed people visiting back and forth. The real essence lying in the mountain is to feel and understand
the true meaning of life.
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Photo by Cheng Zudong,Xie Feng

As the only surviving original forest at the similar latitude on the Earth, Mount Fanjing was designated as a national nature reserve in 1986 and
became a member of “Man and Biosphere” protection network of UNESCO.
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Photo by Xiao Chunsheng
The Golden Summit, the most attractive sight on Mount Fanjing, is a sharp and gigantic rocky peak towering into the sky. It is 94 meters in

height with an altitude of 2493 meters.
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(next page) Photo by Li Guiyun,Fu Yong
Sometimes, a few clouds, known as waterfall cloud , seem to fall from heaven and look like drip around the mountain ridges. This is the most

spectacular cloud scene at Mount Fanjing.
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Photo by Zhou J

Viewing a boundless sea of white clouds on the Summit

& makes you feel like in an ecstasy of delight







