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Preface

Chinese ceramic art has a continuous history over thousands of years, and its
glorious ceramic culture fascinates the world.

For the near one hundred years from Late Qing Dynasty to the National
Republic era, China experienced foreign invasion and domestic turmoil, such as the
abdication of the last emperor, the founding of the National Republic, and warlords
fighting for domination. Chinese ceramic manufacturing deteriorated, but Jingdezhen
ceramic art survived the tough time generation after generation. The fire of the kilns
has never stopped burning.

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, with the stabilization of
the country, its economy recovery and social development, especially since the open
and reform era, ceramic art has turned a new leaf, and has achieved a great progress.
Take Jingdezhen of Jiangxi province as an example, after 1949, new masters of
ceramic art have been emerging, and they have created many excellent masterpieces
of ceramic paintings.

Over a long period, Mr. Dong Yuan, the owner of “Rui Jing Xuan” in Nanchang,
collected considerable near-modern and modern Jingdezhen ceramic art works in
his spare time. Now, he has profound knowledge in the field and his collection has
expanded to a large scale. His collection reflects the overall ceramic development of
the time. It provides the material evidence for the further development and research
of near-modern and modern Jingdezhen’s ceramic art.

It is normal that a fine collection usually has to undergo ebb and flow over the
time. Mr. Dong Yuan’s collection of the Jingdezhen ceramic masterpieces of the
renowned artists over the past several decades has now been published. | warmly

congratulate him on his great achievement.

Baochang Geng
July 2010
(Mr. Baochang Geng is a Chinese renowned expert on antique ceramics, the deputy director

of the National Antique Identification Committee, a researcher of the Beijing Forbidden City

Museum, and the Chairman of the Chinese Ancient Ceramic Society)
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Foreword

The owner of Rui Jing Xuan is a renowned collector of the masterpieces of famous near-
modern and modern ceramic artists in Jingdezhen. Since late last century, he has been working
diligently to expand his collection. Year after year, he has eventually made a great achievement
through tireless effort.

The owner, Mr. Dong Yuan, is a simple and modest person. He always keeps to his words,
enjoys simple and easy life, and especially is a smart and dedicated art collector. In the beginning
he had rather limited knowlegde towards ceramic art, but he was fond of Chinese art, stamp
collection and Chinese calligraphy. Later on, he gradually developed a strong interest in ceramic
art genre of literary figures. As time passed by, his interest grew stronger and stronger, and his
horizon expanded. Without any expert guidance, he depended solely on himself to gain more
hands-on experience via working hard in this field. Facing the uncertainty of the art market, he was
keen on learning and was good at avoiding the risks, thus making him a visionary with expertise in
the end. He has never been mean in the things he likes. Even if he had a tight budget and the prices
were high, he would manager to buy works he appreciates. He can always take pleasure in what
others consider tough.

Mr. Dong Yuan’s collection includes light purple ceramic of late Qing Dynasty, the
masterpieces of Chinese National Republic era, and famous works of renowned artists since the
founding of the People’s Republic of China, covering about 120 years. It was eventful period
in Chinese history. In the collection, you can find works which see the decline of the late Qing
dynasty and the end of feudal era; the troublesome time of the Chinese civil war, anti-Japanese War
and the liberation war; the founding of People’s Republic of China, “the Cultural Revolution” and
the open and reform.

In the late Qing Dynasty, the imperial workshops were destroyed by the Heavenly Peace
Movement and the ceramic painters dispersed to make a living in the society. Since then, light
purple ceramics began to flourish which brought Jingdezhen ceramic industry back to life for
a period of time. Although the time is not long, the historical and artistic values should not be
underestimated, which have a direct influence upon the later ceramic industry of Jingdezhen. They
trained many young ceramic artists, such as Yaoyu Pan, Xiaotang Wang etc, who bridged the early

artists with the artists of the National Republic era. The young artists also laid a foundation for the



