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The measure of a man’s real character is what he would
do il he knew he would never be found out.
— Thomas Macaulay
Some thirty years ago. I was studying in a public school
in New York. One day, Mrs Nanette O'Neill gave an arith-

metic 1 to our class. When the papers were 2 she

9

discovered that twelve boys had made exactly the 3 mis-
takes throughout the test.
There is nothing really new about 4 in exams. Per-

haps that was why Mrs O'Neill 5

even say a word about

it. She only asked the twelve boys to 6 after class. 1 was

one of the twelve.

Mrs O'Neill asked 7 questions, and she didnt 8

us either. Instead. she wrote on the blackbhoard the 9

words by Thomas Macaulay. She then ordered us 1o 10
these words into our exercise-books one hundred times.

I dont 11 about the other eleven boys. Speaking

for 12 1 can say: it was the most important single

13 of my lLife. Thirty years after being 14 to

Macaulay’s words, they 15  seem to me the hest yard
stick (YE4R) + because they giveusa 16 to measure our-

4



selves rather than others.

17 of us are asked to make 18 decisions about

nations going to war or armies going to battle. But all of us
arc called 19 daily to make a great many personal deci
sions. 20 the wallet, found in the streets be put into a
pocket 21 turned over to the policeman? Should the

22 change recetved at the store be forgotten or 23 2

Nobody will know except 24 . But you have 1o live with
yourself. and it is always 25 to live with someone you
respect.
1. A. test B. problem  C. paper D. lesson
2. A. examined B. completed C. marked . answered
3. A. easy B. funny (. same D. serious
1. AL lying B. cheating (. guessing D. discussing
5. A. didnt B. did C. would D. wouldnt
6. A. come B. leave C. remain D. apologize
7. A. no B. certain C. many D. more
8. A. excuse  B. reject C. help D. scold
9. A. above B. common (. following D). unusual
10. A. repeat B. get C. put D. copy
11. A. worry B. know C. hear D. talk
12. A. mysell B. ourselves (. themselvesD. herself
13. A. chance  B. incident (. lesson D. memory
14. A. referred B. shown

C. brought D. introduced
15. A. even B. suill C. always  D. almost

5



16. A. way B. sentence C. choice D. reason
17. A. All B. Few C. Some D. None
18. A. quick B. wise C. great D. personal
19. A. out B. for C. up D. upon
20. A. Should  B. Must C. Would D. Need
21. A. and B. or C. then D. but
22. A. extra B. small C. some D. necessary
23. A. paid B. remembered

C. shared D. returned
24. A. me B. you C. us D. them
25. A. easier B. more natural

C. better D. more peaceful

(NMET 96)
2

I was born and brought up in the small town of
Pineville. which T left at the age of sixteen. Twenty years
1 1 found myself back on a visit. T went to see my 2

friend Tom Clark, who. 3 as ever, was chairman of the

local (AHLH)) 4 . He was busy preparing to welcome

5 writer, who had 6 to come to give a talk on mod-

ern literature (3 %) at the public library 7 evening.

Since I happened to have 8 a book or two by the famous

writer, when Tom invited me to go with him 1 9 accept-
ed.

Tom was going to 10 the guest speaker to the audi-

6



ence (W A ). Therefore we went to the library a little
11 to greet him. As the honoured guest had not yet
12 . 1left Tom and went into the main reading room
13 alarge crowd had alrcady gathered. Twas 14 to
find that T did not know a single person there. So I found a
seat in the corner and 15 patiently waiting.
When it was just about time for the 16 to begin. 1
saw Tom standing at the doorway making a sign for 17
to come out. He looked 18  about something, so I got
up immediately and went out to him. He 19  that he had
just had a 20 from the writer’s secretary. Our guest
speaker had 21  his flight and would not be arriving!
While we were thinking about the problem., Tom suddenly
asked me 22 mind filling in as speaker. 1 23 had time
to think about the matter when all at once 1 found 1T was be

ing 24 back into the reading room to address the 25

audience !

1. A. ago B. later C. earlier D. before
2. A. new B. old C. forgotten D. welcome
3. AL active B. lazy C. brave D. shy
4. A. market  B. restaurant C. club D. station
5. A. a well-known B. an unknown

C. the well-known D. the unknown
6. A. been told B. been invited

C. announced D. tried
7. A. last B. some otherC. the other D. that very



8. A. interested B. written  C. mentioned D. read

9. A. gladly B. sadly C. had D. was
10. A. direct B. move D. describe  D. introduce
1. A, later B. late C. early D. soon
12. A. spoken  B. arrived C. rested D. eaten
13. A. where B. although C. after D. there
14. A. expected B. disappointed

C. unexpected D. disappointing
15. A. sat B. stood C. lay D. hid
16. A. party B. show C. talk D. dinner
17. A. him B. everybody C. the guest D. me
18. A. pleased  B. worried  C. frightened D. satisfied
19. A. suggested B. explained C. apologized D. insisted
20. A. greeting card B. telephone call

C. picture D. present
21. A. taken B. made C. missed  D. lost
22. A. whether to B. not to

C. that I should D. if T would
23. A. hardly B. still C. already  D. quickly
24. A. sent B. driven C. carried  D. led
25. A. familiar ~ B. waiting  C. shouting D. ready

(NMET 97. SAM) (MET §8)
3

On Thursday afternoon Mrs Clarke locked the door and
went to the women’s club as usual. It was a pleasant way of

8



passing time 1 an old woman who lived 2

When she came home she sensed something 3 . Had

someone got in? The back door and the windows were all

1 and there was no 5 of forced entry (i A). Had

6 been taken” She went from room to room, 7 . and

found her camera and spare watch 8

The following Thursday she went out at her 9

time. but didnt go to the club. 10, she took a short
walk in a park nearby and came home, 11  hersell in
through the back door. She settled down to wait and sce
what would 12

It was 4 o'clock when the front doorbell rang. Mrs
Clarke was 13 tea at the ume. The bell rang again, and

14 she heard her letter-box being pushed open. 15

the kettle (q5) of boiling water, she moved quietly 16
the door. A 17 of wire appeared through the letter-
box, and thena 18 . The wire turned and caught around
the knob ([ E4H) on the door-lock. Mrs Clarke raised
the kettle and 19 the water over the hand. 20  was
heard outside as the 21 fell 1o the floor and the hand was
pulled back, which was 22 by the sound of running fect.

It wasn’t long 23 the police caught the thief. And

Mrs Clarke was greatly 24 at the club for her successful

25
1. A. by B. to C. with D. for
2. A. loncly B. alone C. away D. busily

9



3. A. terrible

C. unusual
4. A. locked B. opened
5. A. scene B. show
6. A. anything B. nothing
7. A. looking  B. examining
8. A. losing

C. leaving
9. A. same B. spare
10. A. Therefore B. However
I1. A. pushing B. letting
12. A. appear  B. follow
13. A. cooking B. making

- - o S ol S o B - 2

o

. followed

. the next moment

in time
Putting down
Picking up
towards

from behind

. pile B. set
. knife B. hand
. spread B. dropped

. A sad voice

A warning shout
key B. kettle

B. caused

B. uncomfortable

D. bad

C. broken  D. fixed
C. sign D. sight
C. money D. jewels
C. searching D. checking
B. missing

D. disappearing

C. special D. usual
C. Instead D. Again
C. pulling  D. leading
C. happen  D. continue
C. burning D. serving
B. for a while

D. at once

B. Laying aside

D. Taking away

A. away from

D. near

C. lot D. piece
C. letter D. key

C. poured  D. covered
B. A strange noise

D. A sharp cry

C. door-lock D. wire

*. produced D. ended



23. A. before B. since C. untl D. when
24. A. surprised B. admired  C. inspired D. supported
25. A. self-satisfaction B. self-protection

C. self-respect D. self-service

(MET 92
4

On the night of the play, Jack was at the theatre early
and he was already dressed in a policeman’s clothes long

1 the end of the first scene. He certainly looked the part

all right, he thought as he 2 himself in the mirror. He

3 thought of going out into the street to see 4 he

could pass as 5 out there. Just for 6 . of course.

Then he suddenly felt nervous. After all, it was his
first time to 7 a part in a play. 8 could he face all

those people 9 the play? He put his head in his hands
and tried to 10 his lines (£33a)) . but nothing 11 to
his mind.

A knock on the door made him look 12 . He was to

go on stage (#53) in the second scene. “Have I 13 my

part and ruined (fF#£) the play for everybody?™ he thought
to himself. But 14  was only the manager. She 15

how nervous he was and 16  he should stand near the

stage 17  he could watch and follow the play. It was a
good 18 of getting rid of his nervousness, she said. She

was right, it seemed to 19 . In fact the more he watched

11



