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Obama’s Origin
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Regardless of the evidence, there may be no convincing some
of those who question the president’s origins.

REBTRAZIRE, HRRBENDERSRRBLENERTS M

new CNN investigation reveals

what most analysts have been
saying since the “birther” controversy
erupted' during the 2008 presidential
campaign: Obama was born in Hawaii on
August 4, 1961. ‘

While the president has made light
of the controversy, the question remains

Eolitical red meat for some of his critics’.
A recent CNN’/Opinion Research Corp.

poll showed that nearly 75% of Americans
believe Obama was definitely or probably
born in the United States. More than 4
in 10 Republicans, however, believe he
probably or definitely was not born in
America.

The US Constitution says only “natural
born” citizens can become president—a
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1. erupt [i'rapt] vi. %, Kifi
2. critic ['kritik] n. ¥Fig %, #IEH
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vague® clause that some members of the
birther movement contend disqualifies
Obama because, they insist, he was born
outside the United States.

' Skeptics contend, among other things,
that Obama was born in
his father’s home country [
of Kenya. Potential GOP® #&%
presidential candidate
Donald Trump recently
seized on the issue, saying he
had doubts about Obama'’s background.

CNN investigators in Honolulu found
nothing to reinforce those doubts.

Dr. Chiyome Fukino, a former director
of the Hawaii Department of Health
and Republican, told CNN in her most
extensive® comments to date that she has
“no doubt” Obama was born in the state.

Obama’s 2008 campaign produced
a certification of live birth, a document
legally accepted as confirmation of
a birth and routinely used for official
purposes. Fukino went one step further,
taking advantage of a state law that
allows certain public officials to examine
a person’s actual birth certificate if there

is a “direct and tangible’ interest”.
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4. vague [veig] adj. B, SRR

5.GOP (4£#k: Grand Old Party ) K#3¢, EILHEHIHFK.

6. extensive [iks'tensiv] adj. | Z 9, T
7. tangible ['teend3abl] adj. Y1324, I filiy
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The president’s certificate, she said, is
stored in a vault in the building that houses
the Department of Health. Ironically, unlike
the certificate of live birth, it is no longer
accepted for official usage.

Obama’s certificate is “absolutely
authentic”, she said. “He was absolutely
born here in the state of Hawaii.”

Could Obama’s 1961 birth £~
announcement in the Honolulu
Star-B a fake? Some conspiracy
theorists say yes. Longtime
Honolulu newspaper reporter
Dan Nakaso says no.

“It's not possible,” Nakaso said. “Under
the system that existed back then, there was
no avenue® for people to submit information
that way.... The information came directly
from the state Department of Health.”

Indeed, as CNN confirmed, all birth
announcements at the time came directly
from hospital birth records.

Could Obama, a self-proclaimed
Christian, be preventing the distribution’
of copies of the original birth certificate
because it identifies him as a Muslim?

Fukino says no. The original certificate
includes no mention of the president’s
religion. And indeed, other original
certificates from that time don’t mention
faith.
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8. avenue ['zevinju:] n. 1%
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Rick Smethurst, a 2008 John McCain
voter who now lives in Obama'’s childhood
home in Hawaii, counts himself among
the doubters. He said he wants to find
someone who saw Obama immediately
after the president was born.

Hawaii Governor Neil Abercrombie
said he did. Abercrombie, a Democrat,
was friendly with Ann Dunham, Obama'’s
mother, and remembers celebrating the
birth.

Professor Alice Dewey of the University
of Hawaii was a faculty adviser to Dunham
and also knew the future president when
he was a child. She called the controversy
“funny”. She said there is “no way” Obama
wasn’t born in the state.

Dewey remembered a conversation
in which Dunham compared the birth of
Obama with that of his sister, Maya, who
was born overseas.

“She said, ‘When | had Maya, it was
a lot more difficult because Indonesia
doesn’t believe in painkillers” while you're
giving birth.... Of course, in the United
States, giving birth to Barry (Obama'’s
childhood nickname) was quite different
and much more comfortable,” “Dewey
recalled. Regardless of the evidence, there
may be no convincing some of those who
question the president’s origins.

“l find it a bit amusing in the sense
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10. painkiller ['peinkila(r)] n. 1-5#24
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that (the issue) keeps resurfacing over

and over again,” Fukino said. “It really
tells us that the whole conspiracy" notion
is out there (and) that if there is an issue
that needs a following, they will find one.

“No matter what you do or say, it makes
no difference,” she said.

Abercrombie, who tried to put an
end to the controversy when he became
governor, said he hoped that “people
who have this political orientation toward
the president respect us here in Hawaii”.

“Respect his mother and father,” the

governor urged. “Respect the people |
loved and the people that | knew, and the
little boy who grew up here in paradise

and became president.”
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11. conspiracy [kan'spirasi] n. Bk
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The “Singular Woman” Who Raised Barack Obama
hRREIKAIEMNBFE

He largely thanks his mother for the values that led him to the
work he now does.

AERATEE E 2R RANMENS | SEMMEIAENTIE.

12

n 1990, Barack Obama became the 1990 4F, Bz - BEL

first African-American president of AR — 4L (W4 b kAT
the Harvard Law Review. A year later, he  &)EHwAAERFEEAN. —F)5,
was approached by a literary agent, who = — /> SCHIfCHE AR fl, [
asked if he would be interested in writing  E2HAMEBEEAXTHCARE
an autobiography' about his life. FIRER o8

Obama said yes, and in 1995, his book BE DAL, T 1995
Dreams from My Father was published. As  4Filijit T (AR BH) —

the title suggests, it focused mainly on the . IEmBAR, K ER

relationship he had with his father, Barack W
Obama Sr. When articles about the book A XA 459 3 H PR I

started coming out, they referred to his & fi1#2 3| % [ & i £} 5% 38
mother, Stanley Ann Dunham, as simply “a  # - % - X992 “—{ik H
white anthropologist from Kansas”. BTN AL FER”

But the characterizations of Obama’s EXB IR - "l&FFUL, M
mother—first-as “a white anthropologist %] “—{iik A # g% M i H
from Kansas” and then as “a single  AAZ¥ZK", RFH| “—{i%
mother on food stamps” and “the woman & A IE G HE R,
who died of cancer while fighting with %] “FI{RE; 2 7505 20 4 fir
her insurance company at the end of her /LI TRAEM L N, XL
life”—don’t encompass® who she was, the % 38 [ T £ 5 ) %) i I 3% 4 42

1. autobiography [.o:tebai'ografi] n. FH{%
2. encompass [in'kampas] vt. £ 7
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unconventional’ life she led or the influence
she had on the future president of the
United States, says writer Janny Scott.

Scott’s biography of Obama’s mother,
A Singular Woman, traces Dunham'’s life
and the relationship she had with her son,
whose rise in the political world came
largely after her death in 1995. But he has
values that led him to the work he now
e b SRR R R S

_~—

“He credits her with impressing upon

him the importance upon one’s
duty to others—perhaps that

the best thing that one can
do is to give opportunities for
others,” Scott tells Fresh Air's |
Terry Gross. “And her work | ..
in many ways foreshadows® faw J
his. There was a period in 1979
where she was working in what
her boss described to me as
‘community development in Java'. That's
five years before he becomes a community
development person in Chicago.”

Obama’s Roots

In 1960, Dunham’s family moved to
Hawaii, where she enrolled’ in college.
It was in Hawaii that she met a Kenyan
student named Barack Obama. Three
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3. unconventional [Ankan'ven[snal] adj. JEEGEH, AHKATBIHY

4. foreshadow [fo:'[eedau] vt. {# Bl A FEJK
5. enroll [in'raul] vi. A2




