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I am so pleased to learn that Changes in A Decade-
Photo Records of Guiyang City will soon be on sale. The
author of the album, is an armyman, and moreover,a na-
tive of Guiyang City.

Since the mid 90's of the 20th Century, the reconstruc-
tion and urbanisation of Guiyang City has been speeding
up on a large scale and the way of life has also been un-
der great changes ever since. Indeed, there have been so
many changes, big or small,and people have got used to
them and then lost in them.As a native,when you open this
album you only find in surprise that the changes are so
impressive in those photos,focused and fixed, by a
photographer,an armyman.

All the photos are about quite common people and
common things, not earthshaking events or reverable
heroes. They are the records of every stage of Guivang
City's reconstruction and urbanisation,as well as a reflec-
tion of the love and concern of the author for his hometown.

All the photos were taken during his visits of his fam-

ily in Guivang City. It requires capacity of keen

Love and Concern of An Armyman

Preface by Shen Hongchang

observation, artistic foresight,patience and strenuous
efforts,and most of all,the love of his hometown to take so
many photos of the changes of streetscapes,high-rise
buildings, culture, people and the way of life.

An armyman shoulders the responsibility of defend-
ing the country. Decades in service have given the author
good health and enough courage, foresight and knowl-
edge to do good recordings of every change possible of
his hometown, with a purpose to find and keep the links of
the past, the present and the future of Guiyang City.

New period, new mission. An armyman must be de-
termined to fight and sacrifice himself; to be hard-work-
ing in study and good at breaking new ground. The love
and concern of the author for the reconstruction and
urbanisation of his hometown and his recordings and
analysis of every bit of the changes must embody the pa-
triotic spirit and good sense of the respect of work and the
responsibility of serving the people and society as a whole.

[ am pretty sure that is just what the author is trying his

best to bring to success.
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When you open this album,you will be attracted by
the photos of the familiar scenes and surpirsed by the
strong contrast of the past and the present. A Decade in
Focus-Photo Records of Guiyang City published by
Guizhou People’s Publishing House, has made another
precious archives for Guivang City.

Modern reconstruction of Guivang City began in the
mid 90's of the 20th Century.Great changes took place
during that very decade as a result of the practice of the
opening policy and the change of pelple’s ideas by Deng
Xiaoping's theories.

A city has a life of its own and the city culture in al-
ways on the change. As modern reconstruction of a city is
a profound social reform, the old city culture would die
out and a new one would take its place. This process can
be made clear as through a careful observation of the
photos.The changes of a city culture are actually rather
slow.People are always unaware of the various small
changes,until all of a sudden they face the great changes,
the result of a slow accumulation of the various small
changes ,they are upset and feel lost .Because with the
changes of culture come the changes of the way of life.
These changes might give impetus to your inspiration and

vou would press the button of your camera.

To represent the complicated process of the changes

Precious Archives for Guivang City

in a city, large volumes of photos of the changes at every
important stage are needed.Through such photos, read-
ers can have an impression of the process,complete and
in succession.Mr Chen Gang,as a photographer and an
armyman,has made great efforts for ten years,with pa-
tience and artistic foresight .Every time he came back to
Guiyang City,he toured the whole city,took large vioumes
of photos,both realistic and rich and varied.So this album
is a reflection of the modern reconstruction and
urbanisation of Guiyang City during the 90's as well as a
reflection of both his love and concern for his hometown
and his good artisfic guality and strenuous sociological
endeavour.

The present period is full of great changes in every
corner and every way. These vivid and lovely photos,as a
retrospection of the past and a representation of the present
rapid development of Guiyang City,are of great value and
importance.They will serve as windows for the future gen-
erations to have a look of what Guiyang City is like today.

Guiyang City is under reconstruction and
development,natives in every walk of life,either living in

the city or elsewhere,are sure to love their hometown

forever.A glorious future of the city is to be guaranteed by

their joint efforts for the reconstruction and development

of the city.
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Time flies as the 20th Century draws towards its very

end. A retrospection of the passing century, emotional or

cool-headed , is so common an interesting theme in ev-
ervday talks. And for the reflection of such a retrospec-
tion the most exciting and direct means is photography
photos, the vivid and clear-cut images through the lens.
History is focused,as if standstill for a moment , in such
images.Photography,as a means of art , catches the very
essence of the social changes through such images. Here ,
we have an album of the images of Guivang City in the
last decade of the 20th Century.

When urbanisation really began at the very beginning
of the last decade , it was based on such small dark gray
roofs of either the dwelling houses or crowded shops. Only
a few tall buildings marked the little changes of the city’s
reconstruction in the 20th century , almost evervthing
within sight was dark grav and weather-beaten.

However,by the mid 90's,there appeared against the
same sky and landscape,more and more high-rise build-
ings as mushrooms springing out here and there all over

the city.By the first early spring in the 21st century,when

vou stand in the pavillion on the top of Mt. Qianling, you
have in front of you a totally new skyline of the city.The
old citv has almost vanished and given way to a modern
new metropolitan one ,with well- planned construction of
hish-rise buildings, broad and straight streets,big spuares
with green grassland,all bathed in the sunshine,vigorous
and magnificent. There,in the changes,you see a boom,you
cannot help being excited if you are a native here.

The last decade of the 20th century in Guiyang City is
one with deep and great changes. And these changes are
the very result of the practice of the openning policy and
emancipation of people’s ideas by Deng Xiaoping's
theories. The changes of every thing possible for the better,
are all focused in these photos .1t is the change of the spiri-
tual world as well as a change of the living environments,
a high-speed development of the city.

Let us appreciate the essence of the changes through
these precious photos It is an experience of the past and
the present ,a realisation of all wishes and expectations of
the urbanisation of Guivang City in the mind of every com-

mon native here.




20 2R BPAZETE

BEB Part




5

Photo Records of Guiyang City



20 2R\ PAZEITE

FBEB Part

4 » ] d' =
1995 EB R AN EBASMEEPE  ABrid's-eye View of Guiyang City On the Top of Qianling Park,1995
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A Bird's-eye View of Guiyang City on the Top of Qianling Park,2000
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