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Inseriptions given by i Qinglin, member of Standing Committes of
the Political Bureau of CPC Central Committee, President of CPPCC
A panoramic view is covered in the camera lens,
with history recorded in the snapshots.
The material of patriotic united front is precious.
On the National Day of 2008 Jia Qinglin
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Haiying was testing the old reflex camera of
photographic plates used in 1930s
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Lifetime Memories of China

—Preface

This so—called “Collection of Photos” is in fact a small chronicle of my ordinary life. As a photo—amateur, my first gathering of
pictures was inscribed for encouragement by my mother in the 1940s with examples such as  “Xuehen Hongzhao” (Swan goose’s
claw printed in mud) and  “Dadi Tihen” (Animal’s footprints in field), denoting traces of past events and causing my lifelong affinity
for snapshot photography.

When I was 100 days old, my father placed me before a camera in a famous studio in Shanghai. From that day on, I think, I began to
love photography and became a happy snapper at the early age of 10.

In late autumn of 1936, my mother was overcome with grief from my father’s death. Auntie Cai persuaded my mother to visit
Hangzhou for recuperation. Naturally T was to go with her as I was a poor little boy of just eight. Auntie Cai had a little black camera
which she used frequently, thus evoking my strong curiosity to touch it. I kept nagging her until she promised to let me try her
camera, and I remember that year as the very beginning of my time as a photographer.

From then on, I have taken more than twenty or thirty thousand photos with my own cameras. I found out once that Luxun Museum
in Betjing had a plan to ask my mother to identify and recognize old pictures and photos of her remote past, health permitting. But
sorry to say, this plan was never fulfilled as she had passed away. Nevertheless, in that year I was nearly 80, so I sorted out all the
negatives gathered from days gone—by and compiled this “Collected Pictures” . I believe it embodies both historical and humanistic
VJJllt'\.

60 or 70) years ago, being a photographer was very expensive. In 1943, I started my career with a small wooden box, which one of
mother’s friends had lent me. It was actually a simple and crude camera, built with a crescent—like lens (F16—f22) and a shutter (1/30
sec). It worked only in the daylight with ISO25 film. What a wonderful thing it would have been if T could have afforded to buy
ISO50 or ISOT00 film!

Next year I gave all the money I had to buy a second—hand Nippon copy instead of a high—grade German camera. I remember it was
a better camera as it had a Japanese—made lens (f4.5), a Compur shutter (1—1/200sec), and it used 127 din film. Sadly. after only a few
months, T had to sell it to pay for my tuition fees at an evening radio school. Oh, that’s the story of 64 years ago! From those times up
to 1949, quite a variety of second—hand or even third—hand cameras, such as Leica I  Ma, MMb, IMc - etc, were passed from me
to another person, although I only owned one camera at a time. At the end of 1948, [ spent 800 Hong Kong dollars on a Rolleflex, as
I was leaving Hong Kong for the liberation area in the Northeast. This thing accompanied me right up into the 1980s. During the past

20 years 1 have worked with Zorky, Kiev, Contessa, Nikon, Canon, Minolta, etc, as if they were on a merry—go—round. Recently,
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my favorite is Canon Eos Kiss Digital with 10 million pixels.

My early stage work was collected in several old—type albums, and these old pictures were carefully pasted by my mother. On their
title pages you can always found my mothers inscriptions.

Among the large mass of negatives, there are quite a few essentials shots.

First are the memorable moments taken in 1948, when many democratic people of importance, such as Li Jishen and Shen Junru,
responded to the appeal of Chairman Mao Zedong to attend the coming New Political Consultative Conference. Under the
arrangement of underground CPC members in Hong Kong, my mother, along with several democratic personages and of course me,
went northward on the Huazhong ship. This picture is the valuable one which recorded the exact moment when Mr. Guo Moruo,
Hou Wailu, Shen Ziyuan, Huan Xiang and CPC leaders were on the deck. And now the other one. This was taken at the conference
hall of a railway hotel in Shenyang, in the dim afternoon light of winter. It is not a distinct vision, but the only existing copy of this
historical moment.

The second series of pictures relates to the Feb. 6th Bombing in 1949. At the beginning of the Movement to Resist US Aggression
and Aid Korea, the Luwan District of Shanghai was subjected to a bombing raid. 1 lived at the time in a second—floor apartment in Xia
Fei Fang. The following morning, my cousin Ma Yongqing and I went to the scene, which was still untouched by others. Fortunately
we were permitted to get through to the exclusion area by using the name of Haima Studio. As a result, a series of pictures taken of
the ruins and the sad relatives of victims was produced. This spring, I made a special visit to the site and saw nothing but a broken
monument spliced with cement, which caused all sorts of feelings to well up in my mind.

You had better also take a look at a few worthwhile portraits. In the winter of 1949, Mr. Yang Ziyi gave me the chance to join the
Shanghai Academy of Photography directed by senior photographer Wu Yinbo. Uncle Wu regularly organized professional lecture
courses. Once, I remember, a lecture about portrait—taking was being given and at the same time, Miss Yan Huizhu, a famous actress
of Shanghai Opera, was invited to the worksite as a model. The lecturer taught us how to take a portrait by using only one 200w lamp
and a single white reflector. There were more than a dozen people in the audience, and all were busy snapping the leisurely posed
model. But I, as a humble snapper, could only try my best to make use of every bit of time and space. Two weeks later, Miss Yan
came again to our academy in order to have a look at our “homework” . T was the last one to be checked. Miss Yan, after gazing at
my pictures for a while, said unexpectedly to me, “May I have them?” Three 10 inch pictures were later collected by her.

And so my enthusiasm for photography continued to go through hot and cold spells for almost 70 years.

Eventually I decided that I wanted to be a professional photographer, finally leaning towards up—to—date technology. As a snapper,
like to take a photo at random and never at predetermined conditions. I know I am good at catching everyday moments in ordinary
life. T do so not for novelty, but for mementos of the time. I really enjoy taking pictures, because I believe that the camera can
magically solidify any historical moment with its simple shutter.

Nowadays, everything is changing. Old—types of camera and rolls of film have been replaced with digital technology. New generations
of photographers have emerged with the popular culture of digital cameras, and I have no choice but to try hard to catch up. So I call
this collection “Reflecting on Days Gone By”

I dedicate it to everyone I love and want to express my sincere thanks to all my friends who have given me help.

Zhou Haiying

Son of Luxun, member of CPPCC
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