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Henan Provincial Institute of
Culture and History Selected
Calligraphic Works and
Paintings of the Staff
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PREFACE

The Yellow River civilization gave birth to the brilliant Chinese culture and arts that have been spanning
about 8000 years, and the two national treasures of Chinese calligraphy and painting are just a product of the
civilization process. The hinterland of the Central Plains, which enjoys unique natural prestige and to which the
greatness of the outstanding people have been constantly lending glory, has not only accumulated rich and profound
cultural attainments, but also nourished in different dynasties master calligraphers and painters who have been
shinning through the ages, continuously enriching and extending the distant Chinese civilization.

Henan Provincial Research Institute of Culture and History, an honorary organ sharing the work of the United
Front under the leadership of the provincial government, is also a place where the Party (CPC) and the government
show respect and care for the elderly and worthy personages as well as support for the cultural development. Ever
since its founding in 1953, this Institute, under the leadership and with the care of the CPC Henan Provincial
Committee and the provincial government, has been bringing together the cultural workers and worthies in the
province in actively participating in the Party’s patriotic United Front, strengthening the bonds of friendship
abroad, writing scholarly works, and engaging in the research and creation of calligraphy and painting. With their
superb cultural accumulation and mature artistic skills, the staff artists have produced quite a few excellent works
of the kind. Just on the occasion of its 50th anniversary, this Institute selects 166 pieces from the large number of
the works of these veteran staff, compiles the works into an anthology and sends to the press. This is a very
meaningful event, because it not only adds to the prestige of the culture of the Central Plains, but also makes fresh
contribution to the building of Henan’s material and spiritual civilizations, and leaves to the later generations a

precious spiritual fortune.
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