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Pyongyang Memoir
R

The photos which Mr.Liao Shuhui took in the North Korea have
just missed the best releasing period of time.

These photos were shot in 2002, long before The Democratic
People Republic of Korea open up to us on the tourism sector,
these images are counted as some seldom treasures to all of
us. At that pointing time, it's only a beginning of the internet
empire, the only information that we had on this isolated and
contradicted country are mainly through the official press
release.

However, that's a time which a lot of people actually do wanted
to think about sometimes, that was an era the world has
no idea about the North Korea and vise versa. This kind of
“reciprocal’details accidently made the North Korea cover by a
fog of mystery. Unlike today we have “image evident” to verify
the real North Korea with what we think it supposed to be. But
on the other side of the story, the use of internet still limited in
North Korea, the citizen in the country are still have a lack of
understanding of the outside world.

When the balance of misunderstanding has been breached, an
alienated country such as North Korea will under criticism and
marked as an absurd utopia. This critical issue then became an
immediate impact towards the photographers across the globe.
After all, they are very likely to describe what they saw to the
readers in their own way. Even by giving a connotative and
impersonal description, it is still not hard to tell the prejudices
in the article.

I had a German friend went to North Korea on a tour, but she
has a bag of stationary, toys and snacks with her all those
time. Whenever she had a chance, she will hide these little
stuffs randomly in different locations. hoping the extremely
“unfortunate”North Korean kids can see there is a beacon light
of hope when they discover those little treasures. I can still
remember when she told me what she did in North Korea, the
joyful and happiness in her eyes, the feeling of “helped” those
kids totally express through every emotion of hers. And this
draw down to a conclusion which is even a virtuous person can
be misled by their own prejudice.

I'm not really sure what exactly was going through Mr. Liao's
mind when he was in Pyongyang ten years ago. It could be
just a way of discipline so natural that he himself did not even
realized. Unlike the tourists today, sneak around with their
200mm into Pyongyang under the extremely strict order, and
trying extremely hard to take as much photos as possible in
some prohibited places. The understanding of the meaning on
photography from an ordinary photography lover is that, “sneak
shot” is a very useful method to capture the “reality”. Indeed
when these people on a tour, they will rack their brain on how
to take images with their joy, and considering some would love
to put their life on risk to do so. This is why the photos we saw
normally in the daily life are so ordinary or mediocre, but it
won't stop them on how you can go on and on about what you

think was adventurous though. The story teller can sometime



exaggerate what he's telling base on the images he's showing,
which he considered as “mysterious”!

After all when we take a look Mr. Liao's photos, they showed
a sense of calm and peaceful that we have no idea with. His
feeling of a “simple mind” is the reason for his magnificent
photos, it's like he went back 30 years in time, there is no cock,
no jeans, no internet what so ever. Every single time he pressed
the shutter, we didn't see the so called “surprise” but only felt
the warmness of joyfulness. In a fact, if we can drop down the
superiority feeling of materialism, we can then see the people of
North Korea are not actually living in an inferno, but somehow
with a familiarity to us. It i1s a shame that after 30 years been
in the “express” life, many people didn't realize that the richer
in material status does not actually help you to gain a fulfilling
life. Mr. Liao once said, he did not only feel the peacefulness
of Pyongyang, but also the brilliant spiritual toughness of the
nation. And the toughness 1s came from a highly disciplined and
possessiveness society. From based on what he saw, there is no
one single piece of garbage on the ground after a huge scale of
celebration. You will then see what North Korea is really like,
what kind of national spirit existed in the people's mind.

In the 90s, the colored landscape photography has been promoted
and spread out by the Dusseldorf, which created a different style
from the tradition documentary photography. The language
within this style is much more calm and peaceful, and conducts a

deep research into the human society. This technique is much as

simple as it seems to be, rather it requires highly concentrated
conclusion towards objects, as well as the ability to switch it into
images. It characterized as a calm gaze other than ordinary,
and automotive eliminated the beauty of surface. The master
of the Chinese Photography Mstr. Wu Yin Xian used to apply
this technique in the 80s when he taking images in the album
“Great Hall of The People”. In the series of artworks, Mr. Liao
also applied the same technique when he was in Pyongyang. The
images are so solemn, so steady and reminded me of the North
Korea images taken by Philippe Chancel, never so overstated,
never so fake. The chunk camera of Hassel Bald and the huge
reflector enable him to take shot of what he wants. But somehow
the feeling came out from both Mr. Liao and Philippe Chancel's
pictures are not exactly the same. One of them with the cold and
harsh of the western values, the other is the warmness passion
and the way of cherish the past of the eastern culture.

At the beginning of the article I make a statement that Mr.
Liao's photos missed the best releasing period of time. Maybe
someone will propose a question “WHAT'S THE BEST TIME OF
RELEASE?” Well to be honest, personally T don't know. But if
Mr. Liao's photos destined to have little effects on the later on
photographers, I think no matter when he wish to publish, it is
the best time. Because in a comparison with what is going on

now, Mr. Liao's photos are existed with a unique differentiation.

Duan Yuting
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From 7th to 13th of September
in 2002, the dates of the 8th
Pyongyang International Film
Festival as well as national
day of North Korea. These 36
opuses show that the creation
of the composition exploration
without cutting, and firstly get
to know about this place with a
usual mind. pyongyang is a city
assembled with clean, orderly and

rich collective spirit.

Liao Shuhui
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Pyongyang Sunan International Airport
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Pyongyang Railway Station
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Highway to Mt. Myohyang
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Urban on the West Bank of Taedong River



