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Foreword

Dear Students,

Having taught IELTS in China for six years already, I’'m here to help you understand
that the IELTS speaking test is not as complicated as people seem to think. My aim with this
book is to give you as many examples as possible (some kind of cheat-notes) to give you
ideas on how YOU could answer the questions when your turn comes to face the examiner.

In writing, I would tell you: in this instructional textbook you will surely find that you
won’t need to recite a plethora of inexorably difficult words in order to achieve well on the
exam. However, in speaking it means that you must keep things clear and simple—you don’t
need to use so many difficult words when you speak English!

Before you start reading the numerous examples for Part 1, 2 and 3, it is essential that
you read the Strategies section of this book as it will lay down the rules and explain to you
what you must do and what you must avoid doing during the test.

Depending on your level, some answers might be too long for you but you can select
parts of the answer, steal some ideas, and then make them your own.

Remember that the IELTS speaking test is based on communication, which means that
you need to be interesting and clear. Don’t use words you are not extremely familiar with.

“I understand the question but I don’t know what to say!” = Too many students in my
classes tell me they don’t know what they could say to express themselves (especially in Part
2 and 3). This book will give you many suggestions on what you could say as well as show
you how to fully develop your answers. The result is that you will finally be able to express
your ideas like a native English speaker would.

Remember, however, DO NOT RECITE the answers that are given to you in this book.
You might want to learn one or two sentences because they are well-put-together, but the idea
is for you to read the answers offered in the book, think about the meaning, and then create
your own.

I am sure you will find this book useful while preparing for the IELTS test.

I hope you can enjoy studying and improving your English as much as I took pleasure
in writing this book.

Remember that practice makes... improvement. Wishing you all the success you

deserve!

Best from Jeremy Chiron
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Who Is the Author of This Book?
—An Overview of the IELTS Speaking

Test (Part 1 & 2)
82K (F— =0 MU

VEH B
PARTY|

1. What’s your name please?
My name is Jeremy Chiron; it is spelled C-H-I-R-O-N.

2. Where do you come from?

I was born and raised in a small town located in central France, about one hour outside
the city of Lyon. To give you a better idea, from Paris, Lyon is a five-hour drive south,
towards Switzerland. My area is a quiet region, with vineyards covering the hills. It’s very
peaceful. It usually makes Chinese people smile when I tell them my hometown only counts
800 people.

3. Do you work?

Yes, absolutely. I’ve been a teacher here in China for the past 6 years. Wow, 6 years
already! It’s hard to believe how time flies! I work in a training center called Beijing IELTS,
and obviously I teach students how to get ready for this test. I usually teach the speaking part
of IELTS, but occasionally I help students with their writing too.

4. How long have you been a teacher?

I’ve been teaching for 7 years now. As I told you: 6 years in China. I’ve worked in
different training schools and also 4 years at Fujian Normal University. And before coming to
Fuzhou, I was working as a French teacher in Australia. I spent a year teaching both primary
and high-school French in Perth, Western Australia. It was a wonderful first experience in
a picturesque background. Perth is such a stunning city! The school where I used to work
overlooked pristine beaches. It was hard for students to focus!

5. Why do you like your job?

I guess I was born to teach. I am not shy and I enjoy talking to anybody who shows a
little curiosity. Through my job I get to meet many different kinds of people, and I deal with
every single age group, which is awesome (= great)! In class, I always try to teach practical
things. I think this is why students enjoy my lessons. As a foreign language teacher, my job is

Who Is the Author of This Book? 1




to facilitate students’ learning, and in order to do this, I must give them as many examples as
possible while making them talk as much as they can. It’s a challenging job because Chinese
students are not used to opening their mouths and giving their own points of view on things,
but it is also very rewarding when it works. In addition, I get to tell my students about
where I grew up in Europe; and I can share stories from my experience back in the States
and Australia. Since students who take IELTS want to go overseas, they usually have lots of
questions about life abroad. On top of this, as a teacher, I appreciate the fact that students
in China are hardworking and well-disciplined: it makes my job much easier. It sounds
natural for young students to behave, but actually it’s not the case anymore in most Western
countries.

6. Where did you study?

I got a Master’s in Education from the University of Lyon III. I studied there for 5 years,
and I got to go on exchange at the prestigious University of Pennsylvania as a junior in
college. This was another turning point in my life. You know, an Ivy League school, excellent
teachers and classmates. It was an invaluable privilege for the young student that I was. I
majored in American History and Literature there.

PART 4

‘ Tell me about your experience as an English learner. :

* Started in middle school: lots of grammar + reciting words

» Went to the US at the age of 15: exchange program for one year: Rotary Club

* Small town: immersed in English + no Internet + limited international phone calls

* Took 3 months to get used to speaking and reacting English = started dreaming
in English

* The importance of making friends with locals + practice. If you have to speak,
you will!

Okay, well, I started learning English at the age of 11 when I entered middle school
in France. I clearly remember my first English teacher. She was a young lady who had
just graduated from a teachers’ college but she was extremely patient and clear in her
explanations. As a result, I enjoyed studying this foreign language immediately. For the first
two years, we did a lot of grammar, and of course we had to recite a lot of words in order to
build up our vocabulary. I have always been good at learning things by heart, so I guess it
was not a big problem for me, and my results were quite satisfactory in her class.

I studied English conscientiously all the way through school, because it seemed to
come naturally, you know, pretty easily to me. At 15, my mother encouraged me to present
myself at an interview with my school’s headmaster in order to apply for a position as
an exchange student in America. Although I was the youngest candidate at school, the
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