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Introduction

1. This is the first professional work of its kind in China,a comprehensive intro-
duction to the Chinese coins in the largest number, boasting of a total of the best 373
aspects, including 44 world-best coins, 9 master coins, 10 sample coins as well as 38
coins not having been covered or introduced by Qianpu, a numismatic literature, both
at home and abroad . There are 114 rare varieties, 153 precious coins, 33 priceless
items and 7 non-rating coin treasures

II. This is the first professional work in China introducing Chinese coins in the
most detailed and accurate manner. Each coin is introduced from nine perspectives,
that is, the best of a certain coin in China, name, dynasty, texture, size, weight, face
value, color picture, rating and introduction.

[1L. This is the first atlas of Chinese coins in China with the largest variety of tex-
tures, including gold, silver, copper, iron, tin, lead, aluminum, nickel, palladium, plat-
inum, paper, plastic, pottery, ivory, bone, wood, bamboo, stone, clam, jade, cowry,
salt, tea as well as colored glaze.

IV. This is the first atlas of Chinese coins in China with the widest range of
shapes, covering circular, annular, rectangular, square, hexagon, polygon, oval, mush-
room-shaped,key-shaped, pants-shaped, fish-shaped,cowryshell-shaped,ankle-shaped,
boat- shaped, bridge-shaped,archway-shaped,shovel-shaped

spade-shaped, tortoise shell-shaped,needle-shaped,

knife-shaped,dagger-shaped,horseshoe-shaped,pie-

shaped,plum-blossom-shaped, fan-shaped,tree-shaped and gold-ingot- shaped.

V. This is the first atlas of Chinese coins in China with the most abundant mone-
tary units of measurement, comprising Peng, Yin, Lue, Zi, Zhu, Yuan,Liang, Chuan,
Diao, Min, Liu, Ge, Qian, Mei, Hua, Guan, Dao, Jin, Xian, Ke, Yuan, Jiao, Fen, Wen,
Li and Hao.

V1. The names used in this work generally refer to the commonly accepted
names for coins.

VIL Size and weight mentioned in this book refer to those of the coins illustrat-
ed in the pictures. Diameter and thickness of metal coins are specified in the descrip-
tion of the size. Face value, instead of weight, is introduced for bank notes, plastic
notes and gold or silver coins of modern times.

VIIL Rating of coins, including the average, rare, precious, priceless and non-rat-
ing, is based on the status and rarity in the history of Chinese coins.

IX. Efforts have been made to keep the original size of the coins illustrated in the
pictures in this book. Some big coins in thé pictures are provided with a reduced size
because of the restricted layout.

X. This 786-page book consists of two volumes with 250,000 words and 830
color pictures.
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