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RESUME

1966 - Graduated from Guangzhou Institute of Fine Art, oil painting
department, Guangzhou, China.

1968-1980 Creative Artist and Executive Assistant to the Director of the
Creative Art Group, Guangzhou Fine Art Studi.

e Member of the Guangdong provincial branch of the Chinese Art Asso-
ciation, Executive Member of the 3rd Board of Directors of Guangdong
provincial branch of the Chinese Art Association.

¢ Member of the 2nd Guangdong Province Literature and Arts Union
Committee.

e Representative at the 5th Guangdong Province People’s Congress.
e Member of the Chinese Art Association.

1981-1987 Creative Artist, Chairman of the Oil Painting Department and
Vice-president of Guang Zhou Art Academy.

» Representative of the 8th Guangzhou City People’s Congress.

1987-1990 Visiting Artist-in-Residence at Occidental College, Los Angeles,
CA. USA.

1991-1995 Artist at Portrait Arts Inc., Burbank, CA, USA.
1996-2008 Professional Artist.

e Signature Member of the Oil Painters of American (OPA) and California
Art Club (CAC).

Career Highlights

1. Various paintings were selected for domestic exhibitions sponsored by

- government of China in 1972, 1974, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1981 and 1984.

These exhibitions were held in China Fine Art Museum in Beijing and in

other major cities in China.

2. Var'ic')'us paintings were selected for international art exhibitions
sponsored by government of China. Painting “Hunan Communist
Group” 2nd edition was shown in Albania, Romania and Yugoslavia in
1973. Painting “Children and Grandchildren” was shown in Thailand in
1986. Painting “The Boat” was shown in the small show exhibition in
the Chinese Foreign Embassy in 1988. Painting “Willow in the Spring
Breeze” was displayed in the Five Thousand Years of China exhibit at the

Guggenheim Museum of New York in 1998.

3. Painting “Going to Visit Grandparents” won the Best of Show in the 6th
National Show sponsored by Oil Painters of America in 1997. Painting
“The Sisters” won the museum acquisition award at the CAC 91st Annual
Golden Medal Exhibition in 2001 and the painting is permanently
displayed at the Pasadena Historical Museum. Painting “Willow in the
Spring Breeze” won the P50 Classic Paintings Award at the Guangdong Art
Association in 2006. Paintings “Eaton Canyon”, “The Quiet Moment” and

“Joanna” won awards in CAC International Salon and OPA exhibition.

4. Both “Hunan Communist Group” and “Willow in the Spring Breeze” are
permanent collection at the China National Museum and China Fine Art

Museum respectively.
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Preface

Zhou Shugiao was born in Kaiping, a renown town of rich cultural
traditions in Guangdong Province. His father, Zhou Chintzuang, was
a graduate of the National Hangzhou Art Institute. He went overseas
when Shuqiao was young, leaving him art books that promptly made
him fall in love with art. When he was in high school under the tutorage
and encouragement of Mr. Situ Qiao, he made up his mind to pursue art
as his career. He was accepted to study in Guangzhou Institute of Fine
Art in 1961. Because of the raging Cultural Revolution at that time, he
didn’t work until 1968. Eventually he became the vice president of the
Guangzhou Art Academy. Shugiao had opportunities to create some oil
paintings describing the revolutionary history and the reality of the time.

T

His major works included “Communist Group in Hunan”, “Willow Trees in
Spring” and “Caring Heart”. His works received good reviews and he was
elected as a people’s representative of both Guangdong Province and the

City of Guangzhou.

In 1987 Shugiao planned to study in the United States. However, because
of his outstanding works, he was retained as a visiting artist to teach oil
painting at Occidental College. During that period, he was commissioned
to paint the official portrait of the then college president, Dr. Richard
Gilman, the former Secretary of Education. He has become a professional
portrait painter since then and his painting skills have received well
deserved accolades.

Peter Adams, the president of the California Art Club, wrote: “Since
joining the CAC in 2000, Zhou has won many of our top awards and has
introduced to our Western artists the high standard of techniques he
learned in the 1960’s and 1970’s as a student at the Guangzhou Institute
of Fine Art and later working as an artist at the Guangzhou Art Academy.”
This statement is not only a personal honor for Zhou but also a seal of
approval for the Guangzhou Institute of Fine Art which values realism.

To catch the nuance of human expression, with subtle variation of shape,
form and color on canvas is a challenging task for portrait painters.
Though Shugqiao has a low key personality, he never ceases to pursue
perfection fiercely in his painting. His dedication to his profession can be
easily observed in the vast collection of his paintings. His insistence on
painting realism make his paintings grounded, clean, sparkling, bold and
very natural.

Shuqiao agreed to sell his paintings at a gallery which specialized in
1950-80 era Soviet artists” works. He was greatly moved and inspired by
the Russian artists’ works. He decided to attend adult education classes
and to join private art studios to paint models. | have seen some of his
wonderful quick figure paintings done in twenty five minutes. He stated,
“To paint and to achieve a breakthrough, one must leave one’s fame and
ego behind. One should never be satisfied with one’s own works. One
must sacrifice both money and time to achieve a high level of art” With
such a spirit and motivation, and hard work, it is no wonder that he has
reached a higher plateau and completed many precious paintings. With
the publication of this volume, Shuqgiao wishes to share his joy with and to
inspire, as a catalyst, young artists and art lovers alike.

In this volume, he has selected portraits of peoples of different ethnic
backgrounds, skin colors, age and social background. These portraits of
real people are so “alive” that they differ vastly from the mere copies or
simple studies done from pictures. For example, use of the colors and the
brush strokes rendered to the girl in a white dress on the cover of the
book are masterful, clean, vivid and evoke the image of a beautiful girl.
Many other portraits of women and old men in this book will give viewers
the indelible impression of liveliness. Shugiao is an indomitable artist and
pioneer. He is determined to explore and lead in his chosen field. He has a
long bright artistic future.
Guo Shaogang
Former President of Guangzhou Art Academy
Honorary Professor of Repin Academy of Fine Arts
February, 2010 in Guangzhou
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The Sisters (partial)

36" X 36", Oil on Canvas

Won the Museum acquisition award at the CAC 91th
Annunal Golden Medal Exhibition in 2001. The painting is
permanently display at the Pasadena Historical Museum.
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i T &f Latin lady
M, 46cm X 36cm 18" X 14", Oil on Canvas
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2 i () B} ) A quiet moment
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BE R Dark cap and dark dress
dhm, 40cm X 30cm 16" X 12", Oil on Canvas
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Mm, 6lcm X 46cm 24" X 18", Oil on Canvas
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hE £ 1% Chinese girl
i, 40cm X 30cm 16" X 12", Oil on Canvas




7 ?fﬁ AR MR &1 Green blouse
M, 50cm X 40cm 20" X 16", Oil on Canvas
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Elaine Adams

18" X 14", Oil on Canvas

Shuqiao Zhou is a premier artist and [ am honored to have been asked
to write this short introduction. As president of the California Art Club
(est. 1909) I am delighted that our organization has attracted some of the
finest, trained artists of China to join our ranks. Shuqgiao Zhou is certainly
one of the finest.

He is most highly revered by all of our artists in the CAC for his
portraiture, his story-telling ability, and his flawless technical skills. His
paintings of China village scenes have a wonderful feeling of outdoor
light mixed with a love of people caught in the wholesome activities of
everyday life.

He is a prolific painter like the German artist, Adolph von Menzel (1815
- 1905), he cannot stop painting, and paints everything he sees; still lifes,
landscapes, nudes, genre and people. At a recent event at Mission San
Juan Capistrano when we had a half hour to spare, Zhou whipped out a
portrait of my wife Elaine - a portrait that we cherish.

Since joining the CAC in 2000, Zhou has won many of our top awards and
has introduced to our Western artists the high standard of techniques he
learned in the 1960s and 1970 as a student at the Guangzhou Institute of
Fine Art and later working as artist at the Guangzhou Art Academy.

He has inspired a younger generation of artists to new heights.
Furthermore, he has reinvigorated California art with his knowledge, his
passion and his dedication to hard work. For this we are truly thankful.

Peter Adams

President, California Art Club
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