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hina’s Ethnic Groups
IIII c Ina’s Policies

Regarding the
Ethnic Groups

The Total Population of
All the Ethnic Groups

China is a large country with a landmass
of 9.6 million square kilometers. On this vast
expanse of China’s richly endowed land live 56
ethnic groups. The Han people make China’s the
largest ethnic group, numbering 1 137 000 000
and making up 91.53 per cent of the country’s
population. The population of the other ethnic
groups adds up to making up 8.47 per cent of
the China’s population. The reason why these
55 ethnic groups are habitually referred to as
“ethnic minorities” is that the population is

smaller compared with that of the Han people.

The ethnic groups with populations over
ten million people are: the Zhuang and
Manchu, all in two. Those with populations
between over a million and below ten million
each are the Mongolian, Hui, Tibetan, Uygur,
Miao, Yi, Bouyei, Korean, Dong, Yao, Bai,
Tujia, Hani, Kazak, Dai, li, 16 in all. Those
with populations between over 100 000 and
below a million each are the Lisu, Va, Lahu,
Shui, Dongxiang, Naxi, Jingpo, kirgiz, Tu,
Daur, Gelo, Qiang, Salar, Maonan, Xibe, 17 in
all. Those with populations between over 10 000
and below1000 000 each are the Gaoshan,
Blang, Achang, Pumi, Tajik, Nu, Uzbek,
Russian, Ewenki, De’ang, Bonan, Yugur,Jing,
Jino, 14 in all. Those whose population is
below 100,00 are the Tatar, Dulong, Oroquen,
Hezhe, Lhoba, Moinba, 6 in all.
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The Characteristics of China Ethnic

Groups

The ethnic groups sum up with the following common

characteristics:
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1) A wide expanse of land with a sparse distribution of population.

Various ethnic groups live both mingled together and as separate
compact communities. The relations between various ethnic groups are
friendly and concordant. In the long course of the history, the ethnic groups
in China today live in concentrated communities scattered all over the
country as well as in intermingled communities; and usually there are
communities of several ethnic groups in one area. The ethnic minorities of
China mainly distributed in southwest, northwest and northeast China. In
addition to Inner Mongolia, Tibet, Xinjiang, Guangxi and Ningxia, the
five Autonomous regions,and Yunnan, Guizhou, Qinghai, the three prov-
inces where the ethnic minorities inhabite in larger groups, some ethnic

groups live widely scattered.

Meanwhile, cultural exchange between the Hans and the other eth-
nic groups has lasted for thousands of years. It is this friendly intermixing
that has laid a solid foundation for a united nation. Since ancient times,
each of these ethnic groups of China has amalgamated and gotten along
with each other; they learn each other and help each other. So, with mu-
tual influence on each other in economy, politics and culture, they have
formed so close ties with each other that the Hans cannot do without the
other ethnic groups and they all depend on each other. All of China’s 56
ethnic groups have established a new pattern of relations based on the
principles of equality, unity and mutual aid.
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2) Rich in natural resources and unbalanced at levels of economic

development

Although small in number, the peoples of the various minority eth-

nic groups inhabit 63.72 per cent of the country. There are plenty of natu-

ral resources in these areas. The five great natural grazing grounds of

China’s are located in minority areas. Minority area’s wood reserves corer
46.57 per cent of the national total and water resources make up 65.93 per
cent of the country’s energies. Besides, there are abundant metal and min-

eral resources in these areas.

The social and economic development of the various ethnic groups
was very uneven for a variety of historical and natural reasons. At begin-
ning of the People’s Republic of China, some ethnic minorities had the
similar developing level as the Han people. The ethnic minorities that live
in isolation from external influences remained in slavery system and a
quite primitive communal society. Even up to now, these influences have
not yet disappeared completely. For instance, the Hans have a well-devel-
oped economy in the southeast of China; the social economy in the west

areas inhabited by the ethnic minorities has been generally backward.
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china’ s ethnic groups

3) With a long history with splendid cultures

In China, every ethnic group developed its own long history and
splendid culture, which together make up the pluralistic civilization of the
Chinese nation. Among the 55 ethnic minorities of China, only the Hui
and Manchu use the Han language (Chinese). The others 53 ethnic mi-
norities speak their own languages, while 21 of them have their own writ-

ten script.

Since remote times, each of these ethnic groups has made their own

priceless contributions to the history and culture of China. In the course of

its development, ethnic artists and scientists created a wealth of beautiful
poems, myths, legends, music, dances, paintings and scientific achieve-
ments in mathematics, astronomical calendar, agriculture and medicine.

Among them, the epic of Tibetan’s Life of Gessar Khan, the epic Manasi

of Kirgiz, a long epic of Mongolian’s Jianggar, a long narrative poem of

the Uygur people Wisdom Gives Happiness, a long narrative poem of the
Yi people Ashima. These masterpieces have been a profound influence on

the development of Chinese culture, as well as the world culture.
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4) Different traditions and customs and deeply rooted religious be-

liefs

The ethnic groups of China are distinguished by their different tra-
ditions and customs in work, production, marriage, childbirth, attire, food,
housing, festivals, wedding ceremonies and funerals, hosting guests, rec-
reational activities and taboos, which reflect the historical traditions, psy-
chological feelings and code of ethics from different aspects and form the

main parts of the tradition cultures of the nation.

Religion retains a wide and deep influence in the ethnic areas. For
some ethnic groups all peoples believe in one religion. Lamaism, a Bud-
dhist sect, has its followers mostly among the Tibetans, Mongolians, Tus,
Yugurs. Islam has followers among ten ethnic groups— the Uygur, Hui,
Kazak, Tatar, Kirgiz, Tajik, Uzbek, Dongxiang, Salar and Bonan. Hinayana,
Dais, Blangs,

De’angs, etc. Some of Yis and Miaos believe in Protestantism. Primitive

or Lesser Vehicle Buddhism, has believers mainly among

fetishism and polytheism, ancestor worship, totemism, witchcraft and sha-
manism can still find believers among such ethnic groups as the Drungs,

Nus, Vas, Jingpos, Orogens.
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5) All with a love for our great motherland and hope for the unifica-

tion of the country

Since the formation of the unitary multiethnic nation in the Qin
Dynasty, the unification was always the mainstream of the historical
development, though there were occasions that the nation was torn apart
by armed separatist forces. No matter for the Hans or other ethnic groups,
unification of the nation is considered as a normal state and the responsi-
bility of all ethnic groups. The people who promoted the unification were
regarded as national heroes, no matter who were they: on the contrary, the
people who separated the nation were condemned as the criminals of the

history.

Most ethnic minorities inhabit in border regions. In the hundred
years or so, the ethnic groups made significant contributions in the struggle
against foreign imperialism and colonialism. In the course of building the
socialist country with Chinese characteristics, the people of all ethnic
groups take the national unity as the utmost mutual interest and the basic

reassurance of the country’s prosperity.

Hh [E B R iR T/EVLHE

ERXRREFSZEAZENRERRE, RATLES
EREES mm*mm HPENSE. EEm. B8
XFEFREEBN, URDBEKERAORZ MK
B, IR AREESEATIRKEREFESZERS,

ERRZEMZT1949F 108228, FEARKE
MERF AT REEZ — 14 ESBTAIEMER

B —




7, EARIEERTREBER, REDBEREMREKRBXZ5. BUua. #H. X,
REEEVHRE, REDBERENGZENG, #PFE. A%, EHnttsE
XREAR, RUERKABDERNEEES,

ERRERBYVATESES 1507, HPREELR, BlEFE4IR, TREAR
2%, ERREZREMNI FIAR/BENLT BERZEM S BF KRS XHEEF.
B3, Efra. XM EE . AFTE 8 MIRESUT)e BMIRBHKRSF /O
RxREHREF O, FBEF O, PEREHBEENAETSYARIBYLLHNES
BE. FERRSIHARRKEBERS Tk,

ERREEFNMEE - EXUFVENT, BERARRVBREHEXNE
VAR, XEHMNH: PREKARFE. BIEREXRFE. AMREKRFE. PREREK
RFE, BILE-—REF. KERKFR. PRERETHFR. FERKIEXXH
Fo, PRERERER. REkEkit. RERERtE. REASHRSH. RKEX

2. TEREKRE. PEREEYIE

The administrative institution of the state ethnic affairs

The State Ethnic Affairs Commission of P.R.C, short as SEAC, is an administrative institution of ethnic
affairs. In China, there is an ethnic affairs commission/ ethnic & a religious affairs commission not only in
each province, city directly under the state, autonomous region and autonomous prefectures, but also in the
prefectures and counties where a fairly large number of people of some ethnic minorities inhabit.

The State Ethnic Affairs Commission of P.R.C, founded on Oct.22, 1949, was one of the earliest minis-
tries of P.R.C. During the new century period, as a department of the State Council, the SEAC undertakes the
important tasks: to carry out the policies for the ethnic groups; to assist the large masses of all ethnic minori-
ties to develop politically, economically, culturally, educationally and technologically; to achieve national
unification and to safeguard the right of equality between the various ethnic groups and practice regional
autonomy. All China’s 56 ethnic groups have established a new socialist pattern of relations based on the
principles on equality, unity, mutual aid, friendship and cooperation among all ethnic groups.

The State Ethnic Affairs Commission of P.R.C has a staff of 150 personnel, including one minister, 4
vice-ministers, and 2 sole duty committee members. The administrative organization of the state ethnic affairs
commission of P.R.C is as follows: the General Office, Law & Policy Department, Economy Development
Department, Cultural Propaganda Department, Education Department, International Department, Planning &
Finance Department, Personnel Department, all together 8 departments. In addition, there are still several
units: the Service Center for SEAC administrative departments, the Research Center for the Ethnic Issues, the
Information Center, and the Office of Ethnic Archives.

The State Ethnic Affairs Commission of P.R.C manages some cultural institutions, which serve directly
for the cultural and educational undertakings of the ethnic groups, such as: The Central University for
Nationalities; Northwest University for Nationalities; Southwest University for Nationalities; Central South
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University for Nationalities; No.2 Northwest Institute for Nationalities; Dalian Institute for Nationalities;
Central Institute for Ethnic Cadres; Minority Languages Translation Center of China; Central Song and
Dance Troupe; The Ethnic Publishing House; Ethnic Picture Press; Ethnic Unity Magazine; The Ethnic
Palace of the Cultures; China Ethnic Press; National Museum of China.
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The work concerned with the ethnic
groups of China

Shortly after the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the
attention concerned with the ethnic issues in China was focused on estab-
lishing a new pattern of the ethnic relations; practicing the regional
autonomy; assisting the reformation in the economic, political and cul-
tural development of the ethnic groups. In 1950’s, the Central People’s
Government organized some delegations of the ethnic minorities to visit
Beijing and the inland and sent some central delegations, medical teams
and national trade teams to various parts of the ethnic areas to solve the
problems in life and production and clear up the misunderstandings among
the ethnic groups that were formed in the old time. By the end of 1965,
China had five autonomous regions at the provincial level, 29 autonomous
prefectures, and 64 autonomous counties and autonomous “banners”. In
order to train large number of minority cadres, 10 institutes for the ethnic
minorities were established in the capital of the country and in the
northwest, southwest, central south, Guangdong, Guangxi, Yunnan,
Guizhou, Qinghai, and Tibet for the enrollment of the students and train-
ing of the cadres from the ethnic minorities. The Minority Languages Trans-
lation Center of China, The Central Song and Dance Troupe and The Eth-
nic Publishing House were set up to develop the ethnic cultures. An effort
was made to help the peoples without written script develop their own
written scripts on the basis of the Latin alphabet. A large number of people
were organized for the investigations for studies of the ethnic languages
and social histories and also for the ethnic identification.

Since the carrying out of the policies of reform and opening-up from
1978, there has been a great progress in the work concerned with the eth-
nic issues in China, which was undertaken with the economic develop-
ment as the central task during this period. Cultural and social develop-
ments of ‘various kinds have taken place as follows:

14

In the political respect, some new autonomous places were
established. The government promulgated the “Law of the People’s Re-
public of China on Regional Ethnic Autonomy”. The government has com-
mended those who made contributions in the aspect of the ethnic union
for several times in the whole country-scale.

In the economical respect, large sum of financial aid were allotted
by the central government to the ethnic autonomous areas, including a
wide range of relief funds, loans and subsidies to facilitate the rehabilita-
tion and development of production. Tibet has received support and aid
from the central government and other areas of China; Some provinces
and cities and the State economic departments built a series of construc-
tion projects in the region; The Central Government has introduced a set
of special policies on ethnic trade; The implementation of strategy for the
economical development of the western region has a bearing on the over-
all situation of national development of the ethnic unity and stability in
the border areas; The “Project for Development of the Border Areas and
Prosperity of the Ethnic People” as a necessary program for the strategy
for the economy development of the western region was also put into
practice; So was the plan for supporting the ethnic group with a popula-
tion below 100 000.

In the educational respect, the government has held three nation-
wide conferences for ethnic educational development, which formulated
the policies on the educational development of the ethnic groups. No.2
Northwest Institute for Nationalities, Dalian Institute for Nationalities,
and Central Institute for Ethnic Cadres have been newly founded. Classes
for the ethnic minorities have come into being in many ordinary colleges
and universities. The government has made allowances for the minority
students at the university entrance examination so that more minority stu-
dents can be admitted.

In the cultural respect, six national games of traditional sports of the
ethnic groups have been held altogether; twice theatrical festivals of na-
tional minorities have been held; The awards at national level have been
issued to the best ethnic arts, literature and books, such as the “Steed Prize”
for minority literature; the *“Peacock Prize” for minority music and dance;
and the ** Minority Book Prize” is for minority books; Some ethnic lan-
guages have been standardized and computerized; Five collections on
Chinese ethnic issues have been written and published; Materials of folk
literature and ancient works from the ethnic groups have been collected
and published; and the traditional medicine of the ethnic groups has been
explored.

As to the foreign affairs, The State Ethnic Affairs Commission of P.
R.C has developed friendly relations with many countries, by which China’s
ethnic groups have promoted the international exchanges and publicity
with the foreign countries.
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China  Policies Regarding the Ethnic Groups

China’s policies regarding the ethnic groups can be briefly summarized as follows:
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