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The design style of Japanese architectures has its unique glamour
in the world, highlighting such oriental characteristics as tranquil,
elegant and implicit to the extreme. Housing is one of the most
representative architectures in Japan, through which people
feel an oriental abstractness more profoundly. This book collects
many small exquisite housing designs to present the appropriate
arrangements for small spaces, in which design details and delicate
and variant spatial freatment are found. These projects lay stress
on Japanese architectures’ grasp of oriental spirit and Zen spaces,
following the law of life and try to create suitable indoor and
outdoor environments. In addition, the fopographies are properly
utilized to arrange the activity spaces, thus making them livable,
people-oriented contemporary dwellings. These architectures
devote particular care to the flow and partition of spaces, which
are full of changes — a single room when flowing and several
functional rooms when partitioned. One can always ponder quietly
in the spaces and immerse into the boundless Zen world. The
fantastic oriental charms find their expressions in elegant details,
exquisite structures and gentle colors.

Japanese architectures are more than design works, but a
combination of philosophy and nature. As the cities make massive
strides towards international metropolises, the heritages of ancestors
and nature shall not be forgotten. In Japanese architectural
designs, both the architectural style and ecological perspective
give us beneficial enlightenments.
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Architect: Takeshi Hosaka

Photographer: Koji Fujii / Nacasa&Pertners Inc.
Location of the project: Tokyo, JAPAN
Construction nature: wooden-structure

Site: 149.59 m’

Building area: 59.23 m?

Floor area ratio: 91.15 m?

Building height: 5859 mm
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Inside Out

This is a project of a house for a married couple and two cats,
located in Tokyo.The project had started based on the idea
that humans and cats live in a same house, rather than cats
living in a house designed for humans and finally this idea
brought out a concept: “a house inside which you feel being
outside.”

The shape of the building was decided as an irregular
quadrangle in accordance with the irregularly-shaped
guadrangular site. The roof and wall sides of the volume have
carefully designed openings, through which light, wind or rain
could enter into the building. Plants are planted in the ground
under the roof opening which allows rain to enter in. The boxes
for bedroom and for bathroom are put in the outer volume;
and a living room is located above the bedroom box and a
deck above the bathroom box.
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Inside the volume, there is a space in
which you would feel yourself being
outside: Light, wind or rain could enter
in, so that your way of living depends
on the weather; but in this house, you
would always positively seek to find
another images of life. Areas on the floor
on which rain falls vary according to the
wind direction, so you would seek to
find the area where you don’t get wet.
As you live longer, you would find out,
from your experiences, various things
about the relation between the extent
to which rain enters in on the one hand,
and the location of objects, furniture
and yourself on the other. And, there is
no air-conditioner in this house. During
intermediate seasons or summer, both
humans and cats live in natural draft,
or, in the other words, they live in the
air environment which is alimost same
as the outside. On windy or chilly days,
you could stay in the indoor boxes or
the living room with glass sliding doors
closed. Figures and other many items
which had been collected are located
not only indoors, but many of which are
also put on the outdoor shelves to the
extent that it is possible. Cats walk on the
thin line on which rain doesn’t fall and
find places in the sun to take a nap. The
couple stay in the living room upstairs
with glass doors open, sometimes even
on rainy days; they often live a life
in which they feel themselves being
outside even while being inside.

People living in the modern era attempt
in the modern way to reduce energy
consumption and to coexist with nature,
this is also a positive attempt to find what
ways of life are possible beyond energy
problems and this, in turn, beyond way
of life, leading to the important themes
about human mental activities. The
couple and cats who had lived in an
apartment are now pioneering the new
images of life every day in the weather-
dependent house inside which they feel
pbeing outside.
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Architecture: Satoshi Kurosaki/APOLLO Architects & Associates

Location: Hodogaya Yokohama Kanagawa
Principal Use: Private House

Structure: Wood

Site Area: 276.64 m’

Total Floor Area: 80.39 m? (80.39 m?/1F)
Structural Engineer: Kenta Masaki
Mechanical Engineer: Zennei Shimada
Photography: Masao Nishikawa
Exterior Finish: Acrylic Emerson Paint
Floor: Solid Flooring&Tiled/1F

Wall: plaster

Ceiling: plaster
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This one-storey residence for a single woman is located in a hilly area. The client
requested a house with an internal courtyard that would eliminate the differences in
elevation throughout the site while ensuring a sense of privacy and comfort. In response,
we decided to model the facade after a simple box encircled by the walls of the
building. ’

In order to prevent the interior from becoming just a simple one-room space, we
considered each of the necessary components to be a "story". Opening the door reveals
a partial glimpse of the private courtyard that extends beyond the slender window in
front of you. A glass entrance door stands at one end of the long, narrow porch, while
the skylight at the top fills the interior with a soft, gentle light.

The house is laid out in such a way that you can bypass and go around the long, narrow
alley to arrive at the main living area. In confrast with the dimensions of the alley, this
voluminous space can also be intfegrated with the internal courtyard when the large
sliding door is opened. The bedroom, a small breakaway space that lines up with the
large central portion of the building while being detached from it, also connects to
the backyard, which is itself linked to the dressing room. All of these living spaces were
designed to invariably face the exterior while also ensuring a certain level of privacy.







16 /

#mE SECTION

Two different spaces and two gardens, laid out
with a slight lateral deviation between them: a
complex, nuanced interior was created just using
a series of simple manipulations. In contrast to the
simple facade that resists being influenced by the
exterior environment, a unique, individual and
complex worldview takes shape within the interior
of the house. The manifold surprises that emerge
from this process are precisely the essence of
the "narrative" that we tried to create-the key to
coaxing fresh perspectives out of both everyday
and extraordinary life experiences.



