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Abstract

This dissertation describes the rise and development process, the development
characteristics and influencing factors of Thai Non-Governmental Organizations
(hereinafter “NGOs”); integrates the individual cases of the five major types of
Thai NGOs; illustrates, analyzes and summarizes the important role that Thai NGOs
have played in social development of Thailand.

In the first chapter, the rise and development process of Thai NGOs is divided
into five phases. The germinating phase is before the 1960s and mainly featured
with the “Public Service” NGOs; the rising phase is from 1960 to 1976 and
mainly featured with the “Public Service” NGOs plus “Development-oriented ”
NGOs plus “Advocacy-oriented ’NGOs; the stagnating phase is from 1976 to 1979
and mainly featured with the “Public Service” NGOs; the vigorously developing
phase is during the 1980s and mainly featured with the “Public Service” NGOs plus

“Development-oriented” NGOs plus “Advocacy-oriented” NGOs plus NGOs’
representative offices; the net-working and regionalization phase is during the 1990s
and mainly featured with the NGOs’ networks and net-working Organizations.

In the second chapter, through the adoption of the integrative method of
comprehensive summary and typical cases, it exemplifies and comments the five
major types of Thai NGOs, including: charity, rural development, environmental
protection, culture, democracy and human rights NGOs.

The third chapter is the key part of this dissertation. It analyzes and summarizes
the positive role that Thai NGOs have played in the five major problematic social
development areas: Firstly, in the rural development area of Thailand, NGOs mainly
provide agricultural service or agricultural relief, the education and training of
farmers, the construction and organization of the people, the R&D and the spread of
information and knowledge, as well as the assistance in seeking new ways of rural
development. Secondly, in the AIDS prevention and control area, Thai NGOs not
only deepen their contact with general people but also deepen the relationship the
three high risk AIDS groups, i.e., sailors, alter-culture Thai and frontier habitants,
whom are hard for government to reach. Thai NGOs have played very important
role in propaganda and AIDS patients-relief, the association with other organizations
and assistance in medical treatment with government and hospitals as well as the
AIDS related R&D. Thirdly, in solving Thai teenager problem area, this dissertation
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takes the five typical types of Thai NGOs in Bangkok for example and through their
satisfaction of teenager’s ten basic needs, the dissertation illustrates their major roles
in teenager life relief, capability and professional skills training, knowledge spread,
coordination and shape of the personality of teenagers, R&D, funding etc.. Fourthly,
in the process of political reform, Thai NGOs play an important role of promoters,
embodied in the promotion of forming the 1997 new constitution. In the first stage,
they mainly promoted the amendment of article 211 of the 1991 constitution. In the
second stage, they actively participated in the election work of “constitution draft
committee” members. In the third stage, through the union with the media and the
people, they pushed the Congress to pass the 1997 new constitution. Fifthly, in
environmental protection area, Thai NGOs played the following roles through the
carry-out of the following environment protection plans, such as the popularization
of environmental protection knowledge, afforestation, forest protection, protection
of water resources; coordination and cooperation; cultivation of independent
environmental protection abilities of local residents; encourage the development of
green mixed farming of villagers, environment R&D and active fundraising. As for
the engineering projects that violate the local right to existence and development,
NGOs will organize people to fight against government and enterprises.

This chapter not only summarizes the positive role of Thai NGOs, but also puts
forward its negative effects. First, NGOs representative of public opinion is not
necessarily. Second, the Thai NGOs may be reduced to a tool of great power game
under certain conditions. Third, the struggle of the Thai NGOs pushes part of
government development projects to a standstill, and also easy to be exploited by
interest group.

Finally, this dissertation draws a conclusion that when Thai NGOs’ interests
coincident those of the ruling class’es, they will more able to play an active role. But
when their interests different from those of the ruling class’es, they will often play
an active role and have a negative impact at the same time.
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