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Abstract

Classical Chan Buddhism refers to the Chinese Chan tradition from
Mazu Daoyi(709—788) and other mid-Tang masters to their descend-
ants in the late Tang and Five Dynasties, covering about two centuries.
Based on scholarships of various languages such as Chinese, Japanese,
English, and French, this study applies a synthetic approach of philo-
logical-textual research, historical analysis, and philosophical-religious
interpretation to conduct a new investigation on classical Chan Bud-
dhism from a broad, multifold perspective, The study discovers and
uses many previously ignored texts, including more than one hundred
stele inscriptions written for Chan monks and monasteries preserved in
China, Korea, and Japan, and studies Mazu Daoyi’s life, the actual men-
tors of Tianhuang Daowu(727—808), Danxia Tianran (739—824), and
Yaoshan Weiyan(744—827), the emergence and maturity of encounter
dialogue, and, most significantly, examines classical Chan literature
and differentiates the original or relatively datable parts from later lay-
ers of modification and recreation. Based on those relatively reliable
sources, this study further carries out a philosophical-religious interpre-
tation and analysis on the doctrines and practices of classical Chan tradi-
tion. Unlike the iconoclastic image depicted by later discourse records,
Mazu and his disciples fused tathagata-garbha thought with Prajaa and

other theories, and put forward some new themes such as ordinary mind
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is Buddha nature, original enlightenment, ultimate reality manifests in
daily life, and no-mind is enlightenment. These themes resolved the
paradoxical tension between human mind and Buddha nature, nirvana
and sarhsara, and existence and transcendence, and guided Chan tradi-
tion towards human life while at the same time preserved Buddhist doc-
trines, beliefs, and transcendental spirit and provided a theoretical
framework for all later Chan traditions and branches. Finally, the study
discusses the rise of the Hongzhou school and the formation and devel-
opment of classical Chan in the late Tang and Five Dynasties, decon-
structs the traditional genealogy of two lines and five houses, and offers
a new description of the encounter-dialogue styles of eight major houses
during this period. Three appendixes, collation and annotation of Mazu
Daoyi’s discourse records, study on Chan monasteries of late Tang and
Five Dynasties, and study on the authorship of the Chan poems in the

collection of Hanshan's poetry, are attached to the end of the work.
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