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Tower Infinity — Not Seeing is
Believing _cpbs Architects

Positioned as the New Gateway landmark
in the dynamic global economy of North-

side view front view

—solid object il solid object

east Asia, Tower Infinity in the Cheongna prject viow on
ront of object

area of Incheon, Korea represents the
new “Soul” of Korea by celebrating the
global community rather than focusing

image
processing

inward on itself. The design inspiration
was based on an introspection of the
Korean nation, its people, where they have
been and most significantly where they
see themselves headed as a proud nation
and how they are perceived in the realm
of this global community. In this sense the
competition evolved as an opportunity

to provide a social commentary and chal-
lenge the status quo of all which is finite.
Too often in modern times, the phrase




“Landmark Tower” is indicative of a na-
tion’s desire/ego to showcase a level of
economic prosperity and technological
achievement for others to envy. Rather than
fall victim with trying to compete with the
great iconographic landmarks of the world
or develop another version of the “tallest
observation tower”, architects' heart, minds
and motivation were set to represent the
Power of Absence and the Strength of
“Nothingness” often referred to by Louis
Kahn. In this respect, Tower Infinity is para-
doxically strengthened in its absence and
its volume, and in this void we find the pres-
ence of hope for humanity as it struggles
with confidence and humility. One can only
hope that the result is an emotional/spiritual
journey that transcends the typical temporal
experience soon forgotten.

With the rapid industrialization of post-war
Korea and current designation as the 12th
largest economy in the world, Korea contin-
ues to struggle with its strong connection

to the past and its aspirations for its future.
While too many excitement of a tower
disappearing showcases Korean technology
may seem striking and unusual, a greater
emphasis should be placed on the true mes-
sage and contribution to humanity through
the lens of understanding the nature of the
infinite and the possibility of the unknown.
Here lies an opportunity to showcase to the
world that the most important aspect of their
ideals as a nation and people is that constant
search for the unknown, the unseen.

Itis architects' sincere hope that this project
will symbolically represent the “collective
soul” of the Korean people while providing
a meaningful challenge and legacy to the
next generation as each individual searches
for a life rich in meaning and is not blinded
by what they think and see.

B Z#:: Tower Infinity

5. Cheongna, South Korea

BiHE#H: GDS Architects, GDS Korea

FEHUF: Samoo Architects

BhIEE A H. A&U Architects

£ T2 H. King-Le Chang & Associates

ST/ a4 M . ARUP-Hong Kong

75, Land and Housing Corporation of Korea

FBi%. Observation Tower and Cultural village

FHER; 110,425m?

B ER, Observation Tower_9,800m?, Podium-Cultural
Village_49,989m?

SER: 6,832m’

BA#EER: 10,326m’

BABER. 254% HELLE.541%

BABE: 450m

%543, Steel Diagrid

SMNERYRTE: BIPV, Glass, Steel

5% 1%. 1,804 cars
itk TRSE): 2014
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outer frame(tube)

+405m roof
+397m infinite sky-lounge

+387m sky-high observation
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+371m sky-group observation
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Aliah Hotel _ Hiperstudio + Arkiz

This project has been awarded as the win-
ner of a competition organized by Aliah,

a company which promotes sustainable
development.

The goal of the competition was to
develop a project of a sustainable luxury
hotel complex for the 2014 World Cup, to
be built in the outskirts of Sao Paulo.

1. The hotel as a space of rapprochement
between man and environment

The processes of urbanization and indus-
trialization that led to the formation of our
society produced an amazing universe of
facilities for the modern man. On the oth-
er hand, it sacrificed much of his relation-

ship with nature and the environment. As



this process intensifies, the effects of this
detachment are felt through increased
pollution, the inevitable scarcity of natural
resources and loss of quality of life in large
urban centers.

The growing awareness of the issue of
environmental sustainability provides
opportunities for important initiatives to
promote rapprochement between man
and natural environment.

2. The landscape as the protagonist
The Aliah project aims to be not only a

comfortable and innovative hotel but

IE &%, Aliah Hotel
#h 2. Sao Paulo, Brazil
. Hiperstudio, Arkiz
B HBA: Alexandre Hepner, Joao Paulo Payar, Matheus
Marques, Rafael Brych, Ricardo Felipe Goncalves
P EAR . 75,000m?
BER. 12,230m’
BHE®ER. 7620m?
WitESE. 2012
Afig): 2014 (planned)

. convention center + exhibition
.access plaza

. hotel

. grove

. bungalow

. sports and leisure center

. parking lot
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also a transcendental space where visi-
tors are encouraged to re-evaluate their
attitude in favor of a better, healthier and
more balanced way of life. The proposed
architecture for the Aliah project seeks to
put these-concepts into focus, restoring
essential and timeless values that underlie
the interaction between humans and the
environment.

A linear plaza-belvedere, arranged along
the arrival axis, is a strong element as it
coordinates the access to the hotel and
convention center and leads to the discov-
ery of the architectural experience inte-
grated with the surrounding landscape.

3. Architectural language of translating
sustainability

Architects chose to place the hotel com-
plex near the higher ground in a Ibngitu—
dinal axis along the land’s ridge, accom-
modating itself on the natural topography
and providing beautiful views towards the
landscape. The sensitive analysis of this
region is reflected in the way in which the
building interacts with the ground, estab-
lishing a dialectical relationship in which
architecture acts as a physical support for
contemplation.

The open corridors that serve the rooms
of the hotel embrace a central leafy patio,
emphasizing the presence of vegeta-
tion, transcending the mere function of
connection to become a tour through the
treetops.

The architectural language of the project
seeks to highlight the different strate-
gies of sustainability and environmental
comfort liabilities that were employed,
demonstrating the solutions involved to
achieve high environmental performance
while ensuring the energy efficiency and
resource savings.
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