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GENERAL PREFACE

Wang Chen

Minister of the State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China

Dcwlnpnwnl is an cternal theme of human society. All the peoplés
of the world have struggled to find their own distinetive ways to
explore a development road suited o their national conditions. Along this
road ot development, they have accumulated valuable experience. 'The road
a country takes towards development decides the future divection of that
country’s social and cconomic development. ‘The series of books published
under the common title Scientific Development in China show that China
has. under the cuidance of the Concept of Scientific Outlook, made great
achievements over the past decade sinee 2002 in such fields as the ecconomy,
justice. education. environmental protection, transportation, [1(mxing.

cthnic policies, and poverty reduction. China has succeeded in enhancing

its national strengeh and improving the quality of life for its people. Full of

revealing facts and data, the series of books show how China has adhered
to the Concept of Scientific Oudook in national cconomic and social
development, an outlook which best suits the realities of China. 'The Concept
of Scientihic Outlook keeps up with the prevailing trends of the times, and ic
will lead China towards a great rejuvenation ot the Chinese nation.

China’s scientific development takes ecconomic construction as the
main focus of its work and it lays great emphasis on the need for coordinated
development. According to the principle of scientific development,
upholding development is the top priority, and cfforts must be made o
continuoush: emancipate and develop the productive forces of the nation, so
as to promote sound and rapid cconomic development and meet the growing
needs of the people and cconomic development. In the meantime. efforts
must be made to tocus on the work of coordinated dc\'u]npmum in hve hields
such as urban and rural development, regional development, ecconomic and

social development. harmonious development between Man and Nature,

and domestic development and the program of reform and opening up to
the outside world. While pressing ahead with cconomic development, cffores
will be made o take into account all aspects of development requirements,
SO as to ln'ing into tull play various socio-cconomic sectors to [wing abour all-
round social and economic development.

China takes scientific development as the means of transforming the
development mode and stresses the need for sustainable development. Now,
China is making cfforts to optimize its cconomic structure, improve its
overall quality and ethciency, and o accelerate the construction of a resource-
saving. environmentally friendly socicty, so as to enhance the sustainability of
social and cconomic development.

China’s scientitic development takes the incerests of the people as its
starting point. It emphasizes the suength and role of the people, and works
towards allowing the people o share common benehies. By fullv mobilizing
the enthusiasm, initative and creativity of the broad masses of the people,
cfforts are made o mobilize and organize hundreds of millions of people
to devote themselves o the practice of scientific development, so that the
fruits of development could be shared by the broad masses of the people.
In the meantime, ctorts are made to improve the people’s ideological and
moral qualitics and scientific and cultural qualities, continuously improve the
quality of life and health of the people. and work to ensure all of the Chinese
people enjov all aspects of cconomic, political, cultural, and social rights and
INTCTCSS.

The development road that China is following will be enormously
beneticial to the Chinese people. What is more, it will make a significant

contribution to human development and progress!
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PREFACE

Health is the foundation of human development. Chinais a developing country with 1.3 billion people, so heath care is
a primary work associated with the happiness of millions of families.

The Constitution of the People’s Republic of China provides that the State promotes development of health care as
well as modern medicine and tradidonal medicine to protect the people’s health. The Chinese government has attached
great importance to health care. Following the policy of “focus on rural arcas, importance of prevention, availability of both
traditional Chinese medicine and western medicine, reliance on science, technology and education, and engagement of all
communitics for the people’s health and for the socialist modernization of the country™, China has made great achievements
in health care, including the health care service svstem covering all rural and urban arcas, continuously improved the capacity
of discase prevengion and control, gradual expansion of coverage of medical insurance, advancement of medical technology,
and dramatic improvement of the people’s health. The sixth census, which was conducted in 2010, indicates that the life
expectancey in Chinais 74.8 years.

The further reform of the medical and heath care svstem started in 2009 has resuleed in significant resules. The Chinese
government will keep heath care reform for better protect, safeguard and improve the people’s health. Primary health care is

expected to cover all rural and urban residents by 2020.

September 2012
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Rural and urban residents pose increasingly higher demand for health, along with China’s fast socio-
economic development. The Chinese government has made ceaseless efforts for the health of rural and urban
residents through increasing investments in health care, building a medical insurance system covering all citizens,
enhancing the health care service system to improve the capability of health care service and disease control. In
recent years, the Chinese government has followed the concept of “making primary health care as public products
available to all citizens” to drive the reform and development of health care, and has made a series of important
decisions to facilitate the reform and development of health care; as a result, rural and urban residents are able to

benefit from the reform and development of health care.
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